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Donors pledge nearly $2b for Palestinian self-rule 


C om bin ed agency dispatches 
WASHINGTON — Urged by 
the United States to “seize the 
moment,” delegates from 43 
countries pledged nearly £2 bil- 
lion Friday to bankroll Palesti- 
nians as they prepare to take 
over admmikrative charge of 
the occupied Gaza Strip and 
part of the occupied West 
Bank from Israel. 

At the close of a conference 
of donor nations, U.S. treasury 
Secretary Lloyd Bentsen said 
he was confident the total ulti- 
mately would exceed the S2.4 
billion the World Bank has 
said is needed to develop the 
West Bank and Gaza Snip 
over the next five years. 

“We aft realise that the peo- 
ple on the ground have to see 
the results of this agreement,” 
said Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher. 

He called the meeting a 
“striking success” and said the 
turnout reflected “the new 
political landscape and the new 
sense of optimism that has 
emerged m the Middle East.” 

The World Bank and a 
Palestinian steering committee 
will play roles in managing 
dispersal of the assistance, 
while the United Nations will 
take charge of immediate relief 
needs. Organisers of the con- 
ference were hard-pressed, 
however, to describe the op- 
eration in any detail. . 

Mr. Christopher told donors 
the agreement on Palestinian 
self-rule signed last month at 
theJWhite House “challenges 


-v 


He brushed aside, mean- 
while, questions about the 
Arabs' refusal to end their 
economic boycott of Israel. 
“We have enough to do to 
carry out this major task,” he 
said. 

A senior U.S. official told 
reporters Thursday in New 
York, after Mr. Christopher 
had met with a dozen Arab 
leaders, that not one Arab 
state had agreed to abandon 
the boycott. 

Mr. Bentsen said the 43 
countries and 47 delegations 
attending the five-hour confer- 
ence had pledged more than 
$600 million for the first year 
while commitments 
approaching $2 billion had 
been received for five years. 

Among the pledges was $100 
million from Saudi Arabia. 

‘Teople on the ground have 
to see die results of this agree- 
ment," Mr. Christopher told a 
press conference after the aid 
meeting. 

“We are prepared to do our 
part,” Mr. Gore said in open- 
ing the conference. “... The 
United States anticipates con- 
tributing $500 million over the 
next five years to help meet the 
economic needs associated 
with implementing the Israeli- 
Palestinian agreement.” 

Israel, which less than two 
weeks ago recognised the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), pledged $25 mil-, 
lion in grants and $50 million in 
aedits. 

(Continued on -page 5>_- .... 


Prince Hassan meets Peres; 
tripartite group announced 

Crown Prince reaffirms vision of peace 


Combined agency dispatches 

WASHINGTON — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san on Friday met at the White 
House with Israel Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres in a 
meeting hosted by U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton in what was 
seen as another major di- 
plomatic breakthrough after 
the signing of the ground- 
breaking Israeli-Palestinian 
autonomy agreement last 
month. 

They announced after the 
meeting the creation of a 
Jordanian- American-Israeli 
working group to advance re- 
gional economic development. 

In a brief statement to the 
, Mr. Clinton thanked 
Prince Hassan and Mr. 
Peres for accepting his invita- 
tion to the meeting and under- 
lined “the importance the U.S. 
attaches to Jordan's critical 
role in achieving a lasting 
peace.” 

Grown Prince Hassan, who 
shook- hands with Mr. Peres, 
told reporters: “There is much 
to be done. We have to commit 
ourselves to a work ethic for 
peace." 

Mr. Peres- sqid ; Israd ^aml "" 


Jordan shared a Biblical bis- 
tory and many traditions, and 
added: “What we want to do is 
to translate a great historic 
tradition into a new economic 
endeavour." 

“It is a very moving occasion 
for our people, and I hope for 
the rest of the Middle East.” 
- A White House spokes- 
woman said the meeting 
underlined the administra- 
tion's efforts to build upon the 
agreement last month between 
Israel and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) on 
five years of interim autonomy 
in the Israeli-occupied territor- 
ies pending final status nego- 
tiations in the third year. 

On Sept. 14, one day after 
the PLO and Israel signed the 
accord, Jordan and Israel 
signed an agenda outlining the 
principles for a peace agree- 
ment. 

The economic working 
group announced Friday is ex- 
pected to be served as a vehicle 
for Jordan to involve itself in 
the Palestinian .economy envis- 
aged in the occupied territories 
under the accord and contri- 
bute to regional economic de- 
velopment 

-Reporting -the- White- House. 


meeting, a press release from 
the Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra. said: “His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan met to- 
day with President Clinton at 
the invitation of the president, 
where he delivered a message 
from His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. 

“The Crown Prince and the 
president were joined at a later 
stage, also upon the invitation 
of the president, by Mr. Shi- 
mon Peres, foreign minister of 
Israel. During the meeting. His 
Royal Highness stressed Jor- 
dan's commitment to Arab 
rights in the peace process, as 
reflected in the Jordanian- 
Israeli agenda. 

“Discussion also specifically 
dealt with the refugees* right of 
return and compensation 
guaranteed by international 
legitimacy and U.N. resolu- 
tions, The meeting also addres- 
sed the Palestinian-Israeli dec- 
laration of principles, stressing 
the importance of working out 
modalities for implementation 
within the agreed timetable in 
order to reach a just peace 
based on the full restoration of 
rights and die end of occupa- 
v 

... Continued on page 5) - 



Hjs Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan speaks 
to the press at the White House Friday as UJ5- 


Presfaknt Bffi Clinton (centre) and Israeli Foreign 
Mtafater Shimon Pere s look on (AFP photo) 


‘Jordan needs support to shoulder its 
responsibilities for better region’ 


Following is the full text of an address made by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan at Friday's meeting in 
Washington of donors on support to Middle East peace: 


Mr. Chairman, in two 
hours, the conference to sup- 
port Middle East peace will 
be over, and we will walk 
away from this room. Those 
whose lives will evermore be 
changed by our decisions can- 
not walk away. On the streets 
of Amman and Tel Aviv, in 


the mosques, churches and 
synagogues of Jerusalem, in 
the refugee camps of A1 Shati 
near Gaza and A1 Dheisheh 
by Bethlehem, the story of 
peace is just beginning. 

Jordan welcomes this con- 
ference. It is pragmatic to 
determine bow the friths of 


peace can be enjoyed by the 
peoples of the Middle East, 
and timely in view of the 
gathering momentum to- 
wards a just and comprehen- 
sive settlement. 

Jordan supports the PLO- 
Israel accord as a significant 
step on die road to regional 
reconciliation. Indeed, we 
had already agreed an agenda 

(Continued on page S) 
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Assad, Hrawl meet 

DAMASCUS (AFP)— Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad met 
here Friday with bis Lebanese 
counterpart Elias Hrawi to efis- 
cuss the Middle East peace- 
process, presidential spokes- 
man Jibran Kuriyeh said. The. 
spokesman said Mr. Assad and 
Mr- Hrawi had talked about 
“the Middle East peace pro- 
cess and questions arising from' 
it." Mr. Hrawi, who arrived in 
the Syrian capital early Friday, 
held a one-on-one discussion 
with Mr. Assad before they 
were joined by Syrian Vice 
President Abchu Halim Khad- 
dam. Prime Minister 
Mahmoud A1 Zoubi and Chief 
of Staff Hflunat Sbenabi, Mr.. 
Kuriyeh said. • 


4 Israelis wounded 
asmine explodes 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Four 
Israeli dvifians were wounded 
Friday, one of them seriously, 
when they detonated a recently 
planted landmine as they 
walked in a field in south Jeru- 
salem, police said. The most 
seriously; injured victim lost a 
leg after treading on the mine, 
a device more than 25 years old 
which was recently dug up by 
unknown attackers from a 
sealed-off minefield and re- 
planted, police said. The three 
other casualties, all from the 
same family, received shrapnel 
wounds, police said. 


Police recruits 
headforEgypt 

GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip (AFP) — A new group of 
52 -recruits, most of them 
lawyers, left here Friday for 
Egypt to train , as Palestinian 
police officers, the head of the 
future force in Gaza said. In 
addition to 43 lawyers the re- 
cruits also comprise four en- 
gineers .and three doctors. Af- 
ter a three-month. course they 
were expected to become 
police lieutenants, Ibrahim 
Muhanna said. Egypt and Jor- 
dan are - training Palestinians 
for a police force will be de- 
ployed in the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank town of Jericho, 
after they receive autonomy on 
Oct. 13. A first batch . of 25 
recruits left Gaza for Egypt on 
Sept. 35 while another group 
went for Jordan from Jericho. 
Mr. Muhanna said that two- 
year training programmes for 
officers will soon be set up 
while courses for women only J 
would start next week. 


30,000 feared dead in Indian quake 


Combined agency dispatches 

KHTLLARI — Heavy rains on 
Friday bit rescue efforts under 
way in quake-ravaged western 
India as thousands of victims of 
the stunning calamity were cre- 
mated in mass funerals here. 

Thunderstorms lashed the 
region, drenching villages and 
towns flattened by Thursday’s 
pre-dawn temblor, which an 
opposition leader said could 
have killed as many as 30,000 
people in the state of Mahar- 
ashtra. 

It was the worst quake to hit 
the subcontinent in nearly 60 
years. 

Hundreds of villagers spent 
tbe second consecutive night in 
the open, huddled in makeshift 
camps and buildings stiD left 
standing. Many huddled under 
trees or in the open, looking 
numbed. 

Authorities organised mass 
cremations, frantically dispos- 
ing of bodies extricated from 
tonnes of debris in the small 


towns of Khniari and Umarga, 
and several neighbouring vil- 


~uneral pyres burned every-; 
where, lending an eerie 
appearance to the region which 
has gone without electricity 
since the quake strode. 

“We are overwhelmed,"- 
said a weary Praveen Pardesi, 
the area’s senionnost adminis- 
trator. “There is not a single 
village which has been deared 
fuUy of debris.” 

The Press Trust of India 
(PTI) and state-ran television 
reported that the death count 
from the earthquake, measur- 
ing 6.4 on the Richter scale, 
was more than 21,000 bat 
could go up to 28,000. 

A leader of Maharashtra's 
main opposition party, Dhar- 
amchand Choracfia, told AFP 
in Bombay that the death toll 
could be as high as 30,000. “In 
eight of the villages, 80 per 
cent of the population has 
perished.” 

Government officials in 


Bombay, the Maharashtra 
capital some 400 kilometres 
west of here, claimed that toll 
was barely 10,000, but admit- 
ted that it could be more. 

“God alone knows how 
many died,” one police officer 


relief operations Friday in the 
quake-hit region as hospitals 
here fought to cope with the 
sheer number of tbe injured. 

The army set up barricades 
around villages and towns flat- 
tened by the temblor as sol- 
diers began digging out bodies 
and femed tbe injured to milit- 
ary clinics, witnesses said. 

“We -have sent in two bri- 
gades (5,000 men) and we are 
rushing in more troops,” an 
army spokesman said as heli- 
copters airlifted three tonnes 
of medkanes and brought in 
three hospitals on wheels to 
the ravaged districts. 

Heavy earth-moving excava- 
tors ana bulldozers began sift- 
ing through the rubble Friday 


in dozens of flattened villages 
and two razed towns, replacing 
rescuers who had clawed with 
bare hands for trapped victims 
a day earlier. 

Infantrymen joined the 
search amid fears that scores of 
people were still buried ’alive in 
the debris of theit day-and- 
stone homes in Khillari and 
Umarga. the two townships 
'completely/ wrecked by the 
powerful temblor. 

Expressions of sympathy 
and offers of help poured in 
from around tbe world. 

Among early donors were 
Australia, which offered 
500,000 ($325,000) in relief 
aid, and Japan, which gave 
25,000; while tbe United Na- 
tions also vowed its support. 

‘The earthquake in the state 
of Maharashtra is one of the 
worst international disasters in 
decades," Australian Develop- 
ment Cooperation Minister 
Gordon Bilney said in Sydney. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Extent of liberalisation in focus after 
debate on pros and cons of poll delay 


By Kathrine Rath 

AMMAN — Six weeks be- 
fore paxHameniary elections 
are set to take place, Jordan 
has experienced what 
amounted to be a major poli- 
tical battle between oppo- 
nents and proponents of 
.holding the elections as sche- 
duled — a battle which, in 
the end, resulted m a victory 
for the supporters of “-elec- 
tions on time” option. 

The PLO-Israei agree- 
ment, which, when it was first 
announced, came as a shock 
to. Jordan, threatened to 
c hang e radically the political 
situation in tbe country as the 
leadership was reconsidering 
its policy options both inter- 
nally and on the regional 
level. 

But the recent develop- 
ments have turned the spot- 
light mainly on Jordan's pro- 
cess of democratkation and 
has raised important ques- 
tions on bow far Jordan's 
political liberalisation can go, 
or allow itself to be retarded, 
in light of tbe new situation. 

. His Majesty King Hussein 
has pledged that under no 
circumstances would he allow 
tbe march towards democra- 
cy to be reversed. At a meet- 



Abdul Karim Kabariti 

ing with prominent journal- 
ists and writers last month, he 
said that “protecting demo- 
cracy is a commitment and a 
duty and a march on a direc- 
tion from which there is no 
going back.” 

But while some analysts 
and observers argued that a 
postponement of election 
would have been equivalent 
to a setback for democracy in 
-Jordan, others contended 
that it would not have 
affected the process in a 
'negative way. 

Former cabinet minister 
and deputy from Aqaba 
Abdul Kanm Kabariti did 


Tabor Hikmat 
not see a postponement as a 
threat to democracy. “I think 
that if elections were post- 
poned, we should not jump 
to tbe conclusion that demo- 
cracy was ' over, because I 
don't think that democracy is 
measured by the presence or 
absence of Parliament. For, 
in a sense, you can have a 
democracy without Parlia- 
ment, and you can have a 
dictatorship with Parlia- 
ment.” 

“If we look at the experi- 
ence of the past four years. 


Mr. Kabariti said “we can 
easily find examples where 
the King acted more demo- 
cratically than Parliament. 
But this should not be mis- 
taken for a preference on my 
part to have no Parliament. 
Not at all, I am only putting 
things into their proper pers- 
pective.” 

At the centre of the debate 
that followed tbe Sept. 13 
agreement was the issue of 
Jordanians of Palestinian ori- 
gin, who constitute half of the 
population, and their future 
role in the political life of the 
country, as well as tbe rela- 
tionship between Jordan and 
a future Palestinian state on 
tbe West Bank and Gaza. 

A major argument for de- 
laying tbe parliamentary vote 
was that holding the elections 
at this cradal moment would 
seriously endanger Jordanian 
national unity. It was feared 
that the PLO- Israel accord 
would be made the main 
issue m the election campaign 
and that this would lead to a 
disruption of the solidarity 

(Confirmed on page 5) 


Tbe writer has done research work on democrarisa&on in 
Jordan. She contributed (Acs analysis to die Jordan Tunes. 


Christopher planning Mideast 

« 

mission, Syrian papers report 


Combined agency disp at ches 

DAMASCUS — U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher will soon tour the Mid- 
dle East to push forward the 
peace process, file Syrian offi- 
cial press reported Friday. 

“The American administra- 
tion will dispatch Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher to 
tbe Middle East to secure the 
important peace break- 
through,” A1 Baath. organ of 
the ruling Baath Party, said in 
a front-page story. 

“The administration of Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton is thus de- 
monstrating it is convinced that 
the region needs a just and 
comprehensive peace, not 
separate agreements.” it said. 

Another daily, A1 Thawra, 
said Mr. Christopher was pre- 
paring for a new tour to adv- 
ance the Middle East peace 
process. 

The papers also quoted Sy- 
rian Foreign Minister Farouq 
Al Sharaa as saying, “we can- 
not say that peace has been 
established before the end of 
tbe Israeli occupation of all the 
occupied Arab territories.” 

Syria has criticised the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 


(PLOHsrael autonomy accord 
signed in Washington on Sept. 
13. 

Mr. Christopher has been 
considering a trip to the region 
next week but a senior U.S. 
official said privately that it 
had been postponed at least 
until November. 

Mr. Christopher himself, 
asked about travel plans on 
Wednesday, said: “I chink that 
we have a period of time while 
we’re adjusting to this new 
reality. FD be ready to go back 
to tbe region and serve tbe 
parties whenever they are 
ready to have me do so.” 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said meanwhile he 
expected a breakthrough to- 
wards peace between Syria and 
Israel within months, not 
weeks. 

He told the semi-official 
newspaper Al Abram that 
Egypt's 1979 peace treaty with 
Israel set a precedent for the 
deal that could be done: Total 
Israeli withdrawal from terri- 
tories occupied in tbe 1967 
Middle East war in return for 
security arrangements and 
peaceful relations. 

Mr. Mubarak also signalled 
in the interview published on 


Friday that Israel should not 
insist too hard on what peace- 
ful relations would mean in 
practice — its key demand 
from Syria in return for with- 
drawal. 

The president has been 
hying to keep Syrian- Israeli 
peace talks moving despite 
Israel's wish for a pause after 
signing the autonomy agree- 
ment with the Palestinians. He 
has met both Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
Syria President Hafez Al 
Assad since the signing. 

Mr. Mubarak said he told 
Mr. Rabin that the Israeli- 
Palestinian accord made agree- 
ment with Syria more urgent. 
He added that what he beard 
from Mr. Assad “strengthened 
my belief that an agreement 
can be reached in a reasonable, 
not long, period of time.” 

But he said: “This does not 
mean that an agreement be- 
tween Syria and Israel is immi- 
nent or can be reached within 
weeks, or that I obtained any 
defini te undertaking or com- 
mitment from either side in 
this regard.” 

He added: “What I want to 

(Continued on page 5) 


Talks fail to end Russian crisis 


Combined agency dispatches 

MOSCOW — Talks between 
the Kremlin and rebel lawmak- 
ers failed to produce a break- 
through Friday towards ending 
Russia’s political crisis as Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin demanded 
parliament disarm prior to any 
compromise deal. 

“i have the feeling that they 
don't need this negotiation 
process,” Mr. Yeltsin's chief of 
staff, Sergei Filatov, said at a 
news conference following a 
day of talks with representa- 
tives from the rebel parlia- 
ment. 

His remarks came after both 
sides in the crisis, after timid 
moves towards compromise, 
appeared to retreat to earlier 
hardline positions, notably on 
the issue of weaponry posses- 
sed by the defenders of the 
parliament. 

“All negotiations — all — 
must begin with tbe handover 
of arms,” Mr. Yeltsin said in 
an interview broadcast on 
Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States televirion news. 

Alexander Rntskoi, the 
“president" named, by parlia- 


ment, said the weapons could 
be turned over only after the 
blockade of parliament lifted 
and troops enforcing it sent out 
of Moscow, the parliament’s 
“White House” news service 
said. 

Government authorities, 
acting on an accord concluded 
overnight, restored electricity 
and limited phone service to 
the parliament building and 
deputies were in higher spirits, 
viewing the move a sign of 
Kremlin weakness. 

Tbe speaker of the besieged 
parliament, Ruslan Khasbula- 
tov, claimed Russia's powerful 
regional governments were be- 
ginning to rally behind the 
dissolved legislature and 
appealed to the army to take a 
stand in the political crisis. 

There were signs drat de- 
puties were split on comprom- 
ise with the Kremlin, notably 
on tbe issue of disarming, and 
the Interior Ministry claimed 
armed defenders of the build- 
ing were solely under the con- 
trol of military leaders. 

“Weapons are so dangerous, 
you understand, that any shot, 
however inadvertent, would be 


a provocation which could lead 
to blood (being spilled),” Mr. 
Yeltsin said in the television 
interview. “This is unaccept- 
able.” 

“Any talks can be opened 
only upon the surrender of 
weapons,” Mr. Yeltsin said. 

He said the deputies had 
failed to honour their ride of 
an agreement under which 
they were to yield their 
weapons in exchange for elec- 
tricity and other services being 
restored to the encircled par- 
liament, which Mr. Yeltsin dis- 
solved last week. 

“I had hoped that last night 
common sense would prevail, 
that the negotiations would 
produce results,” be said. 

The agreement was as fol- 
lows: The mayor's office turns 
on the lights and they surren- 
der their arms. The lights were 
turned on and they refused to 
give up the weapons. It is 
difficult (now) even to deal 
with them,” he said. 

Russia's supreme legislature 
rejected the overnight deal af- 
ter its leaders denounced it. 
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Why Baghdad opposes the Israel-PLO 
autonomy agreement but will not fight it 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Iraq, a vocal 
opponent of the Israeli- 
Palesti'nian autonomy accord, 
will not engage in any action 
that would undermine the 
ground-breaking accord or- 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), Iraqi 
and Palestinian diplomats 
say. 

An Iraqi promise to this 
effect, confirmed by indepen- • 
dent Arab political sources, - 
has been made despite Iraqi . 
state-run media attacks on 
the agreement. It marks a 
shift in the Iraqi stand, and 
appears to have been promp- 
ted by two key considera- 
tions: 

— A realisation that con- 
tinued opposition to the 
accord would only further in- 
furiate the U.S. and diminish 
chances of an early lifting of 
the international sanctions 
imposed following the Au- 
gust 1990 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. 

— Worry that Syria, a 
long-time ideological and 
political rival to Iraq, could 
gain from Baghdad's rejec- 
tion of the accord. 

The Iraqis believe that if 
they contribute to weakening 
the PLO leadership under 
Yasser Arafat then the only, 
beneficiaries would be dissi- 
dent Palestinian factions 
based in Damascus and 
through them the regime of 
Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad. 

The Iraqi position was con- 
veyed by Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz to 
Farouk Kaddoumi, bead of 
the PLO's Political Depart- 
ment and de facto Palestinian 
“foreign minister” who vi- 
sited Baghdad Sept. 14 and 
IS, said the diplomats who 
spoke to the Jordan limes on 
condition that they would not 
be identified. 

Mr. Aziz, a close confidant 
of President Saddam Hus- 
sein, also promised that Iraq 
would not withdraw its pro- 
tege, the Arab Liberation 
Front (ALF), from the deci- 
sion-making Executive Com- 
mittee of the PLO. they said. 

In fact, it was a reaffirmation 
of an announcement by the 
ALF that its representative in 
the PLO Executive Commit- 
tee, Mahmoud Ismail who 
voted against the agreement 
in the committee, would not 
resign from the panel, as at 
least five others did in protest 
against the accord. 

“But the Iraqi pledge to. 
the PLO does not mean that' 
(Baghdad) has abandoned its 
opposition to the Israel-PLO 
agreement.” said an Iraqi di- 
plomat. “We continue to re- 
ject it since we believe that 
the accord falls short of 
Palestinian aspirations to 
statehood." 

Iraq cast the lone vote 
against Arab endorsement of 
the agreement, signed in 
Washington on Sept. 13. at a 
meeting of the Cairo-based, 
21-member Arab League 
Foreign Ministers' Council. It 
was surprising when seen 
against tne backdrop of "yes” 
votes from Syria and Libya, 
two other Arab countries 
which have criticised the 
accord. 

“The vote was not diffe- 
rent from the record of Iraq 
in the Arab League Coun- 
cil.” said the diplomat. “It 
had always opposed all re- 
solutions and decisions which 
it found as undermining or 
sacrificing Arab rights.” 

'Iraq adopted the same 
policy towards the Camp 



Tareq Aziz 

David agreements (between 
Egypt and Israel) and all 
other proposals which it felt 
did not fully meet with the 
minimum requirements of 
peace — the total and com- 
plete rights of the Palestinian 
people," be added. 

The Iraqi media have kept 
up a torrent of attack against 
the agreement. A1 Thawra, 
the organ of the ruling Arab 
Baath Socialist Party, called 
for a change in the PLO 
leadership under Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, in an ironic 
twist for the man who burnt 
his bridges with his bankrol- 
led Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
by supporting Iraq in the 
Gulf crisis of 1990-91. 

A senior PLO source con- 
firmed the Iraqi diplomat's 
account and added that Mr. 
Aziz also agreed to a PLO 
request to facilitate the trans- 
fer of Palestine Liberation 
Army (PLA) soldiers based 
in Iraq to Jordan for training 
as a Palestinian police force 
to be deployed in the occu- 
pied territories as pan of the 
Israel-PLO accord. 

The Israel-PLO agreement 
envisages an interim five-year 
period of Palestinian auton- 
omy in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. The occupying 
power will withdraw its forces 
from the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank town of Jericho in four 
months and allow the Palesti- 
nians to administer the terri- 
tories with autonomous 
powers. 

The rest of the West Bank 
will remain under Israeli con- 
trol but with a smaller mea- 
sure of Palestinian self-rale. 
The final status of the terri- 
tories will be determined in 
negotiations starting not later 
than the third year of 
autonomy. 

Mr. Kaddoumi was among 
a handful of PLO Executive 
Committee members who 
opposed the agreement 
saying it did not address the 
Palestinian quest for state- 
hood, the plight of the 3.S 
million Palestinian refugees 
and the status of Jerusalem, 
which Israel claims as its “un- 
divided and eternal capital.” 
The veteran PLO official 
refused to sign the accord on 
behalf of the PLO. He was on 
his way to Baghdad when the 
document was being signed at 
the White House. 

Mahmoud Abbas, another 
PLO executive and architect 
of the accord, and Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres signed the agreement. 

The first words of Mr. Aziz 
when he met Mr. Kaddoumi 
was to the effect that Bagh- 
dad was unable to extend the 
kind of assistance that he was 
looking for. said the PLO 
source. 

“Abu Lutuf (Kaddoumi 's 
nom de guerre) had to ex- 
plain that despite his reserva- 
tions over the agreement he 
had not abandoned his com- 
mitment to the PLO. and 
remained a soldier in the 


Farouk Kaddoumi 

Palestinian struggle," said 
the source. “Everyone in the 
PLO has a role to play.” the 
source quoted Mr. Kaddoumi 
as telling Mr. Aziz. 

Jordanian sources said Mr. 
Kaddoumi repeated the same 
words during a meeting with 
the Kingdom's prime minis- 
ter, Abdul SaJam A1 Majali, 
upon his return to Amman 
after visiting Baghdad. 

The comment boosts a be- 
lief in Palestinian political cir- 
cles here that Mr. Kad- 
doumi’s opposition to the 
accord was an orchestrated 
scenario agreed with Mr. 
Arafat. The scenario, accord- 
ing to those who propagate it, 
is that the PLO chairman 
wanted people whom he 
could trust waiting in the 
wings to any surge of hardlin- 
ers who oppose him towards 
assuming control of the PLO 
if indeed something went 
wrong in the agreement with 
Israel. 

According to the sources, 
Mr. Aziz told Mr. Kaddoumi 
that “the PLO had better not 
forget that if it was not for 
Iraq there would not have 
been any peace process in the 
region, and the Palestinians 
are now reaping the fruits of 
Iraq's sacrifices.” 

It was a direct reference to 
what Baghdad believes as the 
pressure it brought to bear 
upon the U.S. during the 
- Gulf crisis by linking any 
solution to Iraq's occupation^ 
of Kuwait to an end to 
Israel's control of Arab terri- 
tories seized in the 1967 
Arab-Israeli war. 

Washington rejected that 
argument and went ahead 
with expelling Iraq from 
Kuwait by force. But the 
entire crisis brought new 
focus to the decades-old 
Palestinian problem, as evi- 
denced by Washington's 
leading role in launching the 
Middle East peace process 
with an international confer- 
ence in Madrid, Spain, in 
October 1991, seven months 
after the war oyer Kuwait. 

Independent Arab political 
sources believe that Iraq can 
ill-afford to run a campaign 
against the Israel-PLO 
accord since such a posture 
would further weaken 
chances of Washington re- 
lenting on its campaign to lift 
or ease the international 
sanctions. The political prior- 
ity of Iraq, the sources say, is 
to address its mounting eco- 
nomic problems through a 
relaxation if not outright lift- 
ing of the sanctions (Dennis 
Ross, the Ginton administra- 
tion's coordinator for the 
Middle East, said recently 
that while Washington would 
-welcome an Iranian change 
of mind and involvement in 
the peace process, it found no 
room for Iraq as long as 
Saddam Hussein remained in 
power in Baghdad). 

Baghdad can still use the 
ALF card against Mr. Arafat 
if it chooses to, the analysts 


Iraqi backing for peace process 
quid pro quo for end to sanctions 

Following is a column that economist Dr. Fahd A1 Fanek wrote 
in the AJ Rai’ Arabic Language daily on Sept. 25, 1993. 

IT IS TRUE that Iraq is currently isolated from the interna- 
tional arena and from the regimes of the Arab World. But 
most certainly it is not in isolation from the Arab masses. Iraq 
will continue to constitute an influencing Arab weight that can 
no by means be ignored or overlooked. 

Iraq's position vis-a-vis Middle East peace is of paramount 
importance in the eyes of the man in the street of the Arab 
World because Iraq is the only Arab country which is totally 
free of American political influences. 

As expected, Iraq has rejected the Arab League decision 
and did not bless tne planned agreements with Israel con- 
cluded under U.S. sponsorship. Iraq has not approved of any 
move or any form of cooperation with any party as long as it 
remains under embargo on all fronts an embargo which is 
being implemented under U.S. influence and under the 
pretext of implementing unjust United Nations resolutions 
which are only applicable against Arab countries. 

It should be dear that ruling out Iraq's role in the Middle 
East power balance or political influence, forcing the country 
to oppose peace ag reements, is something that by no means 
can serve the Arab or Palestinian causes or the cause of peace 
in general. Such a situation is bound to cause an embarrass- 
ment to the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), Syria 
and Jordan which are involved in the peace process. 

Attracting Iraq to the peace process and involving Baghdad 
m pan-Arab decisions offer the best guarantee for the peace 
process. Also it should be noted that an all-out Arab support 
for the peace process is vital to back Jordan, Syria and the 
PLO which are taking a big risk In the course of their drive to 
establish a comprehensive peace. 

In my belief, Iraq would adopt a very positive and 
understanding position towards the peace process in view of 
the current world circumstances, provided the Arab govern- 
ments take a positive stand of Iraq's circumstances and 
provided that Arab states end the Barbaric economic embargo 
being imposed on the Iraqi people and exercise pressure on 
the United States, which has an interest to have a comprehen- 
sive peace established m the whole region including Iraq. It is 
totally unacceptable to see Arab countries making peace with 
Israel before opening the door for reconciliation and coopera- 
tion with Iraq. 

The PLO realises too well that Iraq remains its main backer 
m the Arab World and it is not in its interest to lose such 
support. Jordan realises that all the gains it would achieve as a 
result of the peace settlement with Israel would not outweigh 
its economic and political losses with Iraq, which is Jordan's 
strategic depth and a country on which Jordan pins so many 
future hopes. Furthermore, the Syrian ruling Baath Party 
would not be at ease if it took one step which the ruling Baath 
Party in Iraq might consider as a deviation from the national 
principled stands. , 

The United States which is obviously pulling all the strings 
should realise that it is in need of a positive Iraqi stand as much 
as Iraq is now in need for a termination of the economic 
embargo. Otherwise, no one can guess who would be 
besieging whom, should a cold war of- political and -media; 
propaganda start, later on-. 


noted. The front, set up in 
the fete 1960s, is actually an 
organ of the Baath Party. 
While an ALF departure 
from the PLO Executive 
Committee is not expected to 
have any major repercus- 
sions, it would add to the 
image of a deeply divided 
PLO, given the resignation of 
five other executives — inde- 
pendents Mahmoud Darwish 
and Shafiq AJ Hout, Abu Ali 
Mustafa of the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP), Tayseer Khaled 
of the Democratic Front for 
- the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP) and Abdullah 
Hourani (who is also believed 
to be pro-Iraqi). 

Baghdad also hosts the 
Palestine Liberation Front 
(PLF), headed by Moham- 
mad Abbas who rose to fame 
as the mastermind of the 1985 
hijack of the Italian cruiser 
Acfaille Laura off the Egyp- 
tian coast. Mr. Abbas, better 
known as Abu Abbas, lives in 
Baghdad, but be has support 
bases in other Arab coun- 
tries. 

(An aborted PLF attack on 
an Israeli beach in May 1990 
led to the suspension of an 
18-month American-PLO di- 
alogue when Mr. Arafat re- 
fused to adopt 'punitive mea- 
sures against Abu Abbas. 
The dialogue was restored 
with the signing of the Israel- 
PLO accord. The PLF is also 
known for a series of spec- 
tacular attacks against Israel, 
including several hang-glid- 


ing attempts to land In Israeli 
border settlements). 

However, the extent of Ira- 
qi control of the PLF is un- 
certain. Abu Abbas' man in 
the FLO Executive Commit- 
tee, Ali Ishaq, abstained dur- 
ing the voting on the accord. 

Arab analysts say that the 
Iraqi leadership believes that 
if the ALF and PLF were to 
quit the PLO then Iraq would 
be deprived of its indirect 
influence in the PLO deci- 
sion-making scene and the 
hands of Syrian-based dissi- 
dent groups such as the PFLP 
and DFLP will be streng- 
thened and, through them, 
Syria itself. 

- Iraq and Syria are ruled by 
rival wings of the mother 
Baath party set up in the 
1960s and have been engaged 
in a bitter rivaliy for domina- 
tion of the Arab scene for 
over two decades. 

PLO insiders say the Iraqi 
rejection of the landmark 
agreement was not exactly a 
surprise for Mr. Arafat, but 
the vehemence of die Bagh- 
dad media attacks jolted the 
PLO chairman, who sup- 
ported Saddam during the. 
Gulf crisis and was ostracised 
by the oil-rich Gulf Arab 
states, which cut off financial 
aid m retaliation. 

The resulting financial 
strain in the PLO was one of 
the key elements that promp- 
ted Mr. Arafat to settle for 
autonomy rather than im- 
mediate statehood, PLO 
sources say. 



U.S. calls on all /\rao panics 
to make peace with Israel 


NEW YORK (USIA) — 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher has urged Syria, 
Lebanon and Jordan to follow 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and negotiate 
peace agreements with Israel. 

Earlier this month in 
Washington, . Israel and the 
PLO signed a historic declara- 
tion of prindpies that opens 
the way for Palestinian 
“empowerment” in Gaza and 
the West Bank town of 
Jericho. 

Mr. Christopher met 
Wednesday in New York with 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, a co-signer of that 
accord. They discussed the 
follow-up to the agreement, 
which anything, a' donors con- 
ference in Washington to sup- 
port Middle East peace Friday. 

While the agreement marks 
a breakthrough, equally im- 
portant, "almost more impor- 
tant,” Mr. Christopher said, is 
the follow-up in the other three 
tracks of the Arab-Israeli 
peace negotiations — with 
Syria, Lebanon and Jordan — 
as well as “the follow-up with 
the other countries in the re- 
gion to encourage them to 
have comparable steps forward 
in their relationships with 
Israel.” 

Mr. Christopher also met 
separately with Prince Sand A1 
Faisal, Saudi Arabia's foreign 
minister, as he continued a 
round of bilateral talks on the 
fringes of the United Nations 
General Assembly. 

The United States stands 
ready “to serve the parties and 
will be responsive whenever 
they are ready to ask us to 
facilitate the negotiations," 
Mr. Christopher told reporters 
at a photo opportunity with 
Mr. Peres. 

“I think we have a period of 
time while we're adjusting to 
this new rality,” the secretary 
said. ‘Til be ready to go bdek 
to the region and serve the 
parties whenever they are 
ready to have me do so.” 

For die time being, he said, 
“we are encourging the Syrians 


to recognise that the United 
States is stflT committed to 
playing a very strong role.” 

Mr. Christopher will meet 
with Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Staaraa in Washing- 
ton next week and said he 
would “encouarge him to con- 
tinue this process.” 

The secretary said he hoped 
at least some of the Arab states 
would renounce the Arab 
boycott of Israel at the donors 
conference. 

“It's a time of real volatility 
and opportunity in the re- 
gion,” Mr. Christopher said. 
“The United States role here is 
to press the parties as hard as 
we can to move to recognise 
the new reality and take advan- 
tage of it while things are so 
dynamic.” 

Without predicting anyting, 
he said, “I hope for some 
good, at least mild, surprises 
over the next couple of 
weeks." He did not elaborate, 
nor would a senior U.S. official 
who later spoke to reporters at 
a background briefing. 

Mr. Peres also noted that 
“without an American role and 
without the secretary of state, 
tiie peace process would never 
be renewed.” 

Asked if he planned to meet 
with the foreign ministers of 
Sandf Arabia, and perhaps 
Syria, at the Washington con- 
ference. Mr. Peres said be had 
no “inhibitions” about doing 
so. “I am ready,” he said, 
adding he would “strongly re- 
commend” that the Arabs 
“come in the open and negoti- 
ate peace as it should be 
negotiated m an age when ev- 
erything is open and everybody 
is expecting to have peace as a 
new reality.” 

At the background briefing, 
the senior U.S. official told 
reporters than Mr. Christopher 
and Mr. Peres discussed future 
steps in the Arab-IsraeH peace 
process, focusing on the econo- 
mic implications of the Israeli- 
PLO agreement and how to 
implement the declaration of 
prindpies. 

They also discussed the need 


to “undo” somd of the past 
anti-Israeli. U.N. resolutions 
and declarations which have 
become “anachronistic” in de- 
light of the breakthrough ra the 
peace process, be said, point.! 
ing out that Israel is malting' 
progress towards nocmatistng 
its status in the U.N. system. 

On the peace process, the 
official said, “both sides 
agreed we have two tasks here. 
One is the task of putting teeth 
into the declaration of pmej. 
pies by assuring that it will be 
carried out on the ground. 
Allocatison of the necessary, 
resources is “absolutely neces- 
sary to start changing tbe lives 
of the Palestinians,” he said. 
Tbe second task is to move * 
ahead on the other tracks cN 
the peace process, ‘‘espedalh 
the Israeli -Syrian and Israel 
Lebanese fronts,'’ he said. • 

In his talks with the Saud 
foreign minister, Mr. Christ- 
opher expressed U.S. appre- 
ciation fin- the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) statement 
that supported the break- 
through on the Israeli- 
Palestinian front, the official 
said. 

Prince Saud said Saudi Ara- 
bia “always recognised that the 

Palestinian issue is the political 
focal point of the Arab- Israeli 
conflict, and that this is a ma- 
jor move forward,” the UJS. 
official told reporters. 

He said the United States, 
agrees with that viewpoint and 
“it is our analysis that the very - 

political core of tbe Ara£ 
Israeli conflict has been the ' 
Palestinian issue. The other - • 
core — the geopolitical core—- ,*■ 
is the Israeb-Syrian dim ension ^ 
which is basically the strategic ■ 
dimension." 

The conference will establish , 
the coordinating mechanisms 1 - 
and the specific mechanisms 
forchannellmgaid to Gaza and • - 
Jericho, the official explained. ‘ - 
“There wfl] be very strict man-* • • 
age merit controls and median- ' 
isms set up, both at the giving 
end and hopefully at the re- - 
craving end on how to use - 
this.” 
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No peace without Syria 
and Lebanon — Hariri 


UNTIED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Lebanese Prime Minis- 
ter Rafik Hariri said Thursday 
there would be no durable 
peace in the Middle East with- 
out the involvement of his own 
country and Syria. 

“The accord reached be- 
tween Israel and the. Palesti- 
nians will remain an isolated 
step unless it is complemented 
by quick and substantive solu- 
tions on the other tracks,” he 
said in a speech to the General 
Assembly. 

Mr. Hariri said Lebanon had 
a “most painful experience as a 
result of unilateral deals and 
partial solutions” and there- . 
fore believed peace was indi- 
visible, especially since the 
issues were interlinked. 

“In this context, I should 
like to emphasise, with the 
benefit of lessons drawn from 
our common experience, that 
there will be no firm or durable 
peace in the Middle East with- 
out Lebanon and Syria.” , 

Both countries are involved 
in Israel-Arab peace talks 
which began in Madrid in 
October 1991 under United 
States and Russian auspices. 
But progress has been more 
rapid on the Palestinian and 
Jordanian negotiating tracks. 

Referring to more than 
300,000 Palestinian refugees 
Hying in Lebanon, Mr. Hariri 
said tbe country was small, bad 
a “delicate population com- 
position” and scant economic 
resources. 


“It cannot provide a solution 
to the Palestinians who have 
been uprooted from their 
land,” be said. 

“The responsibility for the 
return of the Palestinians to 
their homeland, and finidng a 
satisfactory solution to their 
status, remains within the com- 
petence of die international 
community.” 

He also demanded the total 
withdrawal of Israel from all 
occupied Lebanese territory, 
in accordance with Security 
Council resolutions dating 
bat* to 1978. 

Israel and its allies of the 
South Lebanon Army militia 
control a 15-kilometre-deep 
so-called “security zone” along 
the Lebanese side of the bor- 
der. 

More than 30!000 Syrian 
troops are stationed in other 
parts of the country. 

Mr. Hariri also called for tbe 
release of more than 200 
Lebanese who he said were 
‘being held by Israel in the AJ 
Khiyam detention camp in 
southern Lebanon and of 
another 100 detained m prisons 
inside Israel. 

Lebanon is willling to 
cooperate fully with the United 
States and ' Russia, the oo- “ 
sponsors of the Middle East 
talks, ‘'particularly the United 
States of America, to reach a 
comprehensive and just solu- 
tion that would safeguard the 
rights of all parties to perma- 
nent peace, and put an end. 
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Rafik Hariri 


once and for all, to conflicts in 
the reg ion,” Mr. Hariri said. :- - 

Between 1968 and 1993 ", 
more than 80 U.N. resolutions 
and statements on Lebanon 1 - 
were issued, but Mr. Hariri ' 
singled out Security Council 
Resolution 4257~ passed in; 

1978, as critical. It tails for the; 
withdrawal of Israeli forces- 
from the “security zone.” 

‘The only way to insure-, 
regional security is by ending; 
the occupation of Lebanese , 
territory,” the prime minister, 
said. 

He said that “tbe Lebanese 
have always been deeply bitter - . 
over the fact that political in--! w 
terests have prevailed over jns- ' I ST 
tice and the rule of law, result- 1 - lV 
ing in the application of double ^ 

standards,” in impletnenting - i * > 

U.N. resolutions. PCV £ * \ f 1 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mary a t Nazareth Church Sw tflM r. 
Tel. Sl«740 

Assemblies or God Church, Tel. 

6327X5- 

SL Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of tbe Annunciation Tel. 
63744(1. 

De la Sane Church Td. 661757 
Tci ianm ta Church Td; 622366 


Church of the Aanundatlofl Td. 
623541. 

Augfcan Church Td. 630851. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 

771331. 

Ar me nian Orthodox Church Td. 
775261. 

St- Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Td. 

65252A. 

Evangelical Lathem Church TcU 
824328. 

German -speaking Evangelical Coo- 
pvftatioa Td. 684195 
Tbe Church of Jems Christ of Latter- 
Day Sated Td. 823824. 654932 
Church of Nazarne Td.67569l. 


WEATHER 

SuJkffli supplied by (Ac Department of 
Mctcomhgy. 

Weather will be fine with clouds 
appearing at low altitudes, and winds 
win be northwesterly moderate occa- 
sionally becoming active. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 

Min./Mu. temp. 

Amman 17/26 

Aqaba 20/33 

Deserts \4t 30 

Jordon Valley 19/32 



Yesterday's high temperatures; Am- 
flttfl 27.4, Aqaba 34.5. Humidity read- 
ings: Amman 49 per cent. Aqaba 35 
per cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN; 

Dr. Nidal A1 Mahsiri 751672 

Dr. Hanna Mainour 750197 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim 831039 

Dr. Mohammad Al Lzzah 752971 

Fires pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukta pharmacy 623672 

Al Satan pharmacy 636730 

YacDUbpbannacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBtD: 

Dr. Mohammad Al ZuTn ( — ) 

AIGudi Pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA-- 

Dr. Yduscf Awad 988075 


Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

CM Defence Department 661 111 

Chi! Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Pofice 192,621111.637777 

RwBngadc 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department ............ 6X021 

Hotel Corapfaunts 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787UI 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) J2| 

Overseas Calls 0IU230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaS Telephone Repairs .....661101 

Jordan Television 7731 lj 

Radio Jordan 774111 


Water Authority ' 6H01 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company — 6 3638 1 

RJ Flight Infor mation 08-53200 

Ooccn Alla Ind. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN; 

Hussein Medical Centre — 813813/32 
KhaKdi Maternity. J. Aron ... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabsl Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Pycstinc. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital ...... 669131 

University Hospital R4584S 

AI-Miusbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli.AbdaK 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrecn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashnifich ...... 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Maria 891611/15 

Ooccn Alia Hospital 60224000 

Amal Hospital 674153 

ZARQA: 

ZaiqaGovt. Hospital (091983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 
IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 


AlHitam Modem Hospital . — (f#)99W90 
many 

Princess Bosnia Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Cathie Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This mfomatbn is suppGcd by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) in forma ton depart- 
ment at tbe Queen ABa bucrmtmaal 
Airport TcL (08)53200-5. whctc , 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1 ) 

8fc» Jakarta. Singapore (RJ) 

tttt .......................... New Delhi (RJ) 

•9:15 Dhakiaa(Rjj 

•930 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 


22 Coro, Aqaba raj) 

Octal (RJ) 

1*2 Cotorebo(RJ) 

Ms5S Rnaktat, Vitim (li) 

"W — — — .......... Cairo (RJ) 

1730 New York. Aasscnfcnn (RJ) 

- — London. Berlin (RJ) 

— Ananatbm. Vcma(RJ) j 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

SS.- LarocafCY) 

|=eS! 

DRMUrrURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights ' 
(Terminal 1) 

*2 Aqaba, Amsterdam (RJ) 

52 ""‘■J Beirut (Rj) 

lljJB .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

Geneva. Madrid (Rj) 

52 — Cairo (RJ i 

5*5 - Bahrain- Doha (RJ) 

r[:“ DamascusiRJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

35 


M«3i - Sanaa (I Y) 

15 =35 : RomcfAZ) 

aws Cairo (MS) 

21:« Dubai (EMJ 

22945 LanracafCYl 

23*45 Damascus. Paris (AF) ■ 



Uppcrriowcr price in IBs per kg. 

■Apple 750650 

Banana 680 

B a n an a (Mukammar) 620 

B<»« - 750/650 

£*W»gc 130/70 

Carrot 400/300 

Cauliflower 280/200 

180/100 

Cucumbers (snaO) ........... 340 / 240 

300 / 200 

Fig 280/180. 

- 850 / 650 

- 360000 

P* ava: 600/ 450' 

- 250/200 

Marrow (large) 200/100 

400 / 300 

MjObklna 220/120 

250/480 

ftPPCrftrot)- 280/300 

Pepper (sweer) 260/160 

- 450/350 

Tomato I3(y 90 

Sweet melon 250/180 

Watermelon 220/160' 
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Jordan sets courirfor intricate water sharing talks 


' • !t* f rT“2« r _ Majesty Queen Noor, accompanied by 
^Fheir Highness Prince Ra’d and Princess Majda 
about 700 marchers, Thursday take to die 


streets of Amman to raise funds for tbe Centre 
for die Rehabilitation and Training of the ftimd 
(Petra photo) 


Queen leads Charity march 


>: • J* AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majes- 
15 y Queen Noor, accompanied 

"•‘ft. \£. jjjy Their Highnesses Prince Ra’d 
i \t .jjnd Princess Majda Thursday 
G-jjf - patronised the charity march 
i C'Cc,r! -‘Al Noor Wal AmaJ” (the 
^ .^ight and the hope) for the 
. ‘.{Seneflt of tbe blind. 

The march, which was orga- 
' c prised by the Centre for the 
Rehabilitation and Training of 
TJTfXi he Blind, took off from the 
‘Orthodox Qub in Abdoun and 
?*mded at the Amman Marriott 
'Motel. 

" All proceeds from the march 
tk ‘Vill go to the development of 
*he centre, which is the region- ‘ 
■“ J office of Tlie Middle East 

Committee for the Blind in 
“Riyadh. 


i . 


Established in 1974, the cen- 
tre is committed to raising pub- 
lic awareness, as well as to 
catering to tbe needs of blind 
women in Jordan and in the 
region. It currently accommo- 
dates 40 women and provides 
occupational, technical and 
educational training and assist- 
ance. 

The centres ultimate goal is 
to facilitate the integration of 
these blind women into socie- 
ty- 

One of the centres primary 
objectives is to eradicate illi- 
teracy among the blind, espe- 
cially by teaching them to use 
Braille, among other advanced 
methods. It also offers finan- 


cial and medical assistance, as 
well as job placement to its 
students. To encourage blind 
women from ail over the coun- 
try to benefit from its services, 
the centre provides accom- 
modation in a hostel. 

Queen Noor presented cups 
to the first three arrivals at the 
end of the march, in which 
there were 700 participants. 

Receiving the Queen upon 
arrival at the Orthodox Club 
were the Minister of Youth, 
the president of the Center for 
J e Rehabilitation and the 
Training of the Blind, as well 
as the director of the Orthodox 
Club. 




Prince Mohammad turns 53 
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AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Prince 
9 Mohammad, the Personal 
Representative of His Majes- 
■« ty King Hussein, Saturday 
~ celebrates his 53rd birthday. 

Born on Oct. 2,1940, 
. Prince Mohammad received 
..his elementary education at 
the Scientific Islamic College 

• in Amman. 

He pursued his academic 
_ studies in Switzerland and 
- Britain, and in 1956 joined 
£ the Military 'Collide in Bagfr- 

*■ 

V The Prince acted as Regent 
5 on several occasions,, and&p 
£ Nov. .11, 1973 be was 
*. appointed Personal Repre- 

♦ sentative of King Hussein. 

Prince Mohammad has 
( ' assumed several posts includ- 
ing the Presidency of the 
Jordanian Tribal Chiefs 
Council in 1971 and the Pres- 
idency of the Higher Tourism 
£ Council in 1972. 

£ He is president of the 
Jordanian Shooting Federa- 


■m 



tion. the Royal Shooting 
Club and Jordan Chess Fed- 
eration. 

Prince Mohammad mar- 
ried Her Royal Highness 


Princess Taghrid in March 
1981. 

He has two sons. Their 
Royal Highnesses Prince Tal- 
al and Prince Ghazi. 




\linistry to celebrate Arab Child Day 
'with children’s carnival in Amman 


VMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry 
r.t f Culture announced chat a cfail- 
Iren’s carnival will be held in 
I Amman next month to mark 
-Arab Child Day and the start 
1 i»f the Second Jordanian Chil- 
•‘Jren’s Festival. 

> Wafa Qnsous, director of 
jhe ministry’s Children’s Cul- 
ture Department, who made 
*4ie announcement, said the 
amival entails a sponsored 
-narch which is to start at the 
p Royal Cultural Centre and 
•.ind at the King Abdullah 
rjardens where an artistic 


celebrations will be held. 

Children taking part in the 
march are from government 
and private schools, orphan- 
ages, the SOS Children’s Vil- 
lage, as well as children of 
employees in Arab and foreign 
embassies in Amman, she said. 

According to Ms. Qusous, 
decorated cars and musical 
bands will accompany the mar- 
chers together with people 
dressed in national costumes. 

The proceeds of the march 
to be held on Oct. 8. will 
benefit the local theatre groups 


who will present performances 
in November. 

Seven plays will be pre- 
sented in November mainly for 
children, she added. 

Ms. Qusoussaid the ministry 
will hold a workshop on chil- 
dren's songs on Oct 25 with 
tire participation of script wri- 
ters and musicians. 

Tbe two-day workshop, to 
be held at the Royal Cultural 
Centre, she said, will review 
working papers dealing with 
children’s songs and music. 


■<s." 


First regional seminar on use 
;)f pesticides in horticulture 
o focus on Jordan experience 


iMMAN (J.T.) — The first 
sgional seminar on the use of 
estiddes in horticulture in the 
fiddle East will start in Am- 
lan on Monday, according to 

French embassy statement. 

The Ministry of Agriculture, 
jgether with the Delegation 
f the European Communities 
nd the French embassy _ in 
.mman joined efforts to bring 
7gether representatives of 
ight countries of the region 
:ho will convene to discuss a 
vital subject for the economy, 
ie environment and health,” 
ud the statement. .. 

. Regional producers will ex- 
bange views on their field 
xperience in particular, the 
iews of Jordanian fruit- 
rowers’ associations. 

1 According to the statement, 
ie Jordanian side is fully 
ware of the economic and 
cologica! importance of a 


more appropriate use of pesti- 
cides. But, it said, Jordanian 
farmers are unaware of the 
existence of toxic pestidde re- 
sidues in their productions. 

The goal of the 3*day semi- 
nar is to allow participating 
parties to exchange theoretical 
and views on a 

reas^iyfeeM pesticides, said 

themes that will 


— A reminder on phytosa- 
nitary legislations of importing 
countries. 

— A training course on. new 
treatment strategies that will 
yield sane and quality pro- 
ducts, that will be appreciated 
by consumers. 

A reasoned use of pesti- 
cides, said the statement, is tbe 
best means for the Middle East 
to preserve a competitive agri- 
culture. 


30,000 feared dead in quake 

(Continued fan page 1) <j.uake zoom in Nicaragua, 

Egypt and Indonesia. 


In Tokyo,' The Japanese 
Foreign Ministry said it was 

J lacing at India’s disposal the 
span Disaster Relief Team, a 
highly-trained rescue unit that 
had already been to earth- 


But Japanese government 
Secretary-General Masayoshi 
Takemura said India, in these 
early stages, did not seem to be 
actively courting aid from 
abroad. 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Now that Jordan 
and Israel have signed an agen- 
da outlining principles for a 
peace agreement, a top Jorda- 
nian negotiator is poised to 
plunge deep into one of the 
thorniest issues of the complex 
Middle East conflict — water 
sharing. 

Munther Haddadin, a lead- 
ing expert on water, says that 
most of the groundwork has 
already been done in “informal 
discussions” with Israel during 
the 12 rounds of bilateral talks 
with the Jewish state and dur- 
ing the several meetings of a 
working group of the multi- 
lateral phase of the two-year- 
old peace process. 

“All discussions so far were 
informal since there was no 
agenda,” Dr. Haddadin said. 
“Now that we have an agenda, 
we can make real progress in 
discussing the issues in detail.” 

The quest for water, a rare 
commodity in the mostly de- 
sert Middle East, is seen as one 
of the key reasons for the 
several wars that the region has 
witnesses in the last 50 years. 
And it promises to be one of 
the most complex issues that 
would need intricate negotia- 
tions before an equitable set- 
tlement could be achieved. 

Speaking in an interview 
with the Jordan Times, Dr. 
Haddadin said Jordan was 
keeping all options open to 
address tbe creeping shortage 
of water and the increasing 
depletion of underground 
sources facing all parties in- 
volved in the Middle East con- 
flict. 

Every water source in the 
region, from Jordan River and 
its tributaries to the Tigris and 
Euphrates rivets in Iraq, as 
well as the waters of the Red 
Sea and Mediterranean, has 


been mentioned as part of 
solution to quench the thirst of 
the region at various points in 
the last 40 years, but no prog- 
ress could be made because of 
the fundamental political di- 
vide between Israel and the 
Arabs, as well as Arab differ- 
ences. 

Dr. Haddadin indicated that 
one of the centre-pieces of the 
Jordanian approach to the wa- 
ter problem is an effort to stem 
the declining level of the Dead 
Sea, which in turn leads to 
depletion of aquifers on its 
shores. 

He said the Dead Sea had 
lost up to 16 metres of its 
historic level as a result of the 
diminishing volume of water 
from the Jordan River, eva- 
poration and industrial use by 
mineral extracting plants on 
the Jordanian and Israeli 
shores. 

The declining level, he ex- 
plained, leads to seepages from 
the apquifier in the area. 

“It is important to keep the 
Dead Sea at its historic level,” 
he said. “The importance of 
that is environmental, but 
(also) the preservation of aqui- 
fers on our sides.” 

“Cracks in the . geological 
formations provide flow chan- 
nels to the Dead Sea.” 

The phenomenon is not 
new, and Jordan had drawn up 
a project as far back as 1981 to 
address the problem, said Dr. 
Haddadin, who served the Jor- 
dan Valley Authority (JVA) 
for 20 years, the last five as its 
director-general. 

“It is purely a Jordanian 
plan and is not an Israeli plan 
as some people have sug- 
gested.” he emphasised. “The 
JVA conducted the study on its 
own.” 

The project involves digging 
a pipe line -cum -canal from the 
Red Sea, 280 kilometres to the 
south, to the Dead Sea to 
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Munther Haddadin 

maintain the level by pumping 
up to 1.2 billion cubic metres 
per year — slightly less than 
what the Jordan River used to 
dump there decades ago. 

The additional advantages of 
the project, which will benefit 
all the three riparians of the 
Dead Sea — Jordan, Israel and 
the Palestinians — include pos- 
sibilities of desalination of the 
Red Sea water, development 
of the arid, mostly desert re- 
gion in the south, as well as 
hydro-electric power genera- 
tion, Dr. Haddadin said. 

He said the project cost, at 
today's prices, was estimated 
at Si.S billion. 

Israel had also drawn up a 
similar project, but it envis- 
aged linking the Mediterra- 
nean Sea to the Dead Sea. The 
project, estimated to cost S3 
billion, was shelved six years 
ago because of the high cost. ’ 
But the Sept. 13 agreement 
signed between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) includes a dear 
reference to the project and 
does not mention the Jorda- 
nian project involving the Red 
Sea. 


Dr. Haddadin noted that 
any project involving water 
needs the “endorsement of all 
riparians” — meaning that the 
Israeli project needs Jordanian 
and Palestinian approvals the 
same way the Jordanian pro- 
ject needs Israeli and Palesti- 
nian approvals. 

Jordan and Israel signed 
their agenda for peace talks on 
Sept. 14, one day after the 
PLO and the Jewish state 
signed their accord. 

Dr. Haddadin categorically 
states that there was no forum 
for Jordanian and Israeli water 
negotiators except within the 
framework of the peace pro- 
cess, and the two sides had not 
held clandestine talks. 

“Water negotiations are 
only in the context of the bi- 
lateral and multilateral nego- 
tiations.” he said. 

Dr. Haddadin said Jordan's 
approach to cooperation with 
Israel was based on a sequen- 
tial strategy — “restoration” of 
Arab rights, “mitigation" of 
damages suffered during 
Israel’s occupation of Arab ter- 
ritories and “cooperation.” 

The former chief of the JVA • 
denied that Jordan was seeking 
the implementation of a 1955 
proposal drawn up by U.S. 
envoy Eric Johnston on water 
sharing among Jordan. Syria 
and Israel. 

“There is no Johnston agree- 
ment,” he stated flatly. “The 
U.S. required compliance with 
the 1955 proposal (as a condi- 
tion for) financing any project 
within the Jordan Valley pro- 
ject. However, the U.S. posi- 
tion is not Jordan’s position.” 

“Jordan is seeking its right- 
ful share of international 'wa- 
ters." he said. “It will not 
introduce any new criteria to 
water sharing except the inter- 
nationally accepted (para- 
meters)." 


"Any updating of such 
criteria will not be of our mak- 
ing alone. We will not embark 
on theories or criteria which 
have not been.accepted by the 
world community and found 
their way into bilateral agree- 
ments among other riparians 
elsewhere in the world." he 
stressed. 

He said Jordan was getting 
120 million cubic metres of 
water from the Jordan River 
and its tributaries compared 
with the 737 million cubic 
metres that Israel receives and 
170 million cubic metres that 
Syria gets. 

Total annual consumption of 
water in Jordan today is 
around 6S0 million cubic 
metres. 

To make up for the shortfall. 
Jordan is forced to turn to 
tapping nine of its 10 subterra- 
nean aquifers at a rate which is 
alarming. Dr. Haddadin said. 
“We are using a lot more than 
reason dictates we should. We 
are posing a danger to our 
ground water if this current 
rate of use continues." 

Jordan is open to all options, 
including those involving water 
from the Euphrates River 
which is controlled by Turkey, 
he said, suggesting that Turkey 
could be given incentives to 
allow the free flow of the wa- 
ters down through Syria to 
Iraq, where they could be trap- 
ped and channelled to Jordan. 

Regardless of its decades-old 
grievances of being denied its 
rightful share. Dr Haddadin 
said. Jordan was receptive to 
all ideas and suggestions as 
long as it could find goodwill 
on all sides. 

“When you are ready to 
share, then it is evidence that 
you care." he said. 

“You cannot cooperate with 
someone if you feel he is goin” 
to stab you in the back.” 


Officials discuss 
election arrangements 


AMMAN (J.T.) — As OcL 14, 
the date when candidates for 
tbe Nov. 8 parliamentary elec- 
tions can start their campaigns 
draws near Interior Minister 
Salameb Hammad warned that 
legal action would be taken 
against anyone violating laws 
andr regulations concerning 
campaigning. 

'Speaking after a meeting on 
Thursday, presided over the 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
A1 Majali. to discuss arrange- 
ments for the elections, Mr. 
Hammad said the ministry was 
coordinating matters with the 
Ministry of Municipal and Ru- 
ral Affairs and the Environ- 
ment and other concerned au- 
thorities to assign specific areas 
in towns and dries where cam- 
paigning will be allowed. 

The meeting, which was 
■ attended by provincial gov- 
ernors at the ministry of in- 
terior, discussed arrangements 
for the distribution of voter 
cards and assigning voting cen- 
tres in various govemorates, 
said Mr. Hammad. 

He said the meeting also 
studied the formation of com- 
mittees. which could number 
up to 1,500, that would be in 
charge of supervising the vot- 
ing procedures. 

Mr. Hammad said that com- 
mittee members would be 
sworn in prior to their mission. 

The prime minister urged 



Minister urges increased care 
for Kingdom’s senior citizens 


Salameh Hammad 

the governors to fadlitate the 
distribution of voter cards in 
their respective regions and 
explain to the public the im- 
portance of voting in enhanc- 
ing democracy in the King- 
dom. 

According to tbe ministry of 
interior, 12,069 people have 
applied to change their voter 
districts. 

The ministry said that 
nomination of candidates for 
the coming elections will take 
place during a three-day period 
starting Oct 14, and election 
campaigns would last until 
Nov. 7, the day proceeding the 
elections day. 


Gas-powered electricity 
gets another boost 


AL RISHEH (Petra) — The 
Jordan Electricity Authority 
(JEA) plans to carry out pro- 
jects worth JD350 million over 
the next five years to boost 
electric power generation uti- 
lising gas energy produced at 
A1 Risheh in east Jordan close 
to the border with Iraq, 
according to JEA Director 
General Mohammad Saeed 
Arafeh. 

The plans entail expanding 
the thermal power station in 
Aqaba by the year 1996 and . 
the installation of three new 
gas-run turbines at the Risbeh 
area early in 1994, said Mr. 
Arafeh in a speech at a cere- 
mony held Thursday at A1 
Risheh gas fields marking the 
start of work on a third gas- 
powered electric unit. 

Tie ceremony was also held 
to celebrate the expansion of 
annual gas production from 23 
million cubic feet to 50 million. 

Nearly 98.5 per cent of Jor- 
dan’s population is served with 
electric power. 12 per cent of 
which is generated through the 
utilisation of natural gas pro- 
duced at A1 Risheh, Mr. 
Arafeh explained. 

He said with the installation 
of tire third gas generating 
unit, 15 per cent of the King- 
dom's electric power needs 


would be achieved, saving the 
country the cost of 1.4 million 
barrels of oil that would have 
otherwise been used to pro- 
duce the power each year. 

Noting the utilisation of A! 
Risheh gas started in 1989. Mr. 
Arafeh said electric power has 
since been fed into the national 
power grid via a 132 kilovolt 
line extending for 220 
kilometres linking Al Risheh 
with Al Azraq. 

The project. Mr. Arafeh 
said, was implemented in 
cooperation with Petro Canada 
which he said, has been help- 
ing the Natural Resources Au- 
thority (NRA) in Jordan since 
1986. 

According to Mohammad 
Abu Ajameieh. the NRA acting 
director, the boost in the gas 
production would save the 
country some $15 million 
worth of diesel oil annually. 

He said that Petro Canada 
has financed the expansion 
project and also is financing 
studies towards further ex- 
ploration of gas reserves at a 
site 50 kilometres away from 
Al Risheh fields. 

Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Walid 
Asfour attended the ceremony 
on behalf of His Majesty King 
Hussein. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Soria! Develop- 
ment Friday marked Interna- 
tional Day for the Elderly by 
issuing a call to private and 
public organisations and indi- 
viduals. u to ; care for. the well- 
being' of : senior citizens (See 
related story page. 5). 

Expressing readiness to sup- 
port the establishment of 
homes for the aged. Minister 
of Social Development 
Mohammad Al Sqour Thurs- 
day said in a statement that the 
ministry would promptly issue 
licences for any organisation 
wishing to open senior-citizen 
homes and was continuing to 
cooperate with similar estab- 
lished institutions. 

Through agreements con- 
cluded with several voluntary 
and other organisations, the 
ministry currently provides 
assistance to 160 senior citizens 
by supplying food, medicine 
and financial aid, said the 
minister. 

Dr. Squor said attention 
should be focused on helping 
the elderly to lead a comfort- 
able and dignified life, as they 
have contributed towards the 
development and progress of 
their community. 

Pressures of the modern 
world and rapid population 
growth have led to a neglect of 
many of the older members of. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

* Exhibition of pafntingc anti 
old manuscripts at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

* Painting exhibition by artist 
Fateh Moudarres al the 
Baladna Art Gallery. 

* Art exhibition entitled 
“Eastern Dancing — Enter- 
tainment in Spare Tune” by 
Sigrid Bensemann at Goethe 
Institute. 

^ The First International Fes- 
tival of Fine Arts in Jordan 
entitled “Colour and light 
in the Nabatean Civilisa- 
tion” at the Jordan National 
Gallery of Fine Arts in Jor- 
dan. 

* Permanent exhibition of 58 
artists and “Chair” Exhibi- 
tion at Darat A] Fomin of 
the Abdol Hamid Sboman 
Foundation in Jabal 
Luwdbdeh (10 a.m.-7 p.m.; 
Fridays 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.) 
TeL 643251-2 

*' Film in German entitled 

j “ Prisma -Kuitnrmagazm” 

/ at the Goethe- Institute at 
8:00 p.m. 

■fr Film in German .entitled 
“Aus den neaen Btmdeslan- 
dern” at tbe Goethe Insti- 
tute at 8:00 pjn. 
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A senior citizen takes in a quiet afternoon at the Wadi Rum 
Resthouse (Staff photo by Aynsley Floyd) 


households, said Dr. Sqour, 
adding that such circumstances 
increase the need to create 
special homes to provide re- 
quired care for senior citizens. 
He said tbe Social Security 
Corporation provides the 
elderly with a pension while 
the Civil Status Law makes it 
imperative that adult children 


provide for their aging parents. 

The Home of Peace in Am- 
man provides free cares for 70 
elderly handicapped persons, 
said Dr. Sqour. 

Other homes in Jweideh, 
south of Amman and in Zarqa 
also care for senior citizens anti 
the homeless, he added. 
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Donors looking all sides 

SUCH IS the strength of the international 
commitment to contribute financiall y and eco- 
nomically to the reconstruction of the occupied 
territories that the EC countries appear to be at 
loggerheads with the U.S. oyer who should 
direct and manage the aid package for the 
Palestinians. On the one hand, Washington 
seeks to put the World Bank in charge of the 
huge operation. Brussels, on the other hand, 
insists on steering the funds that would have 
been pledged during the conference on recon- 
struction aid to Palestine that was held yester- 
day in Washington. The friction between the 
Western groups eager to spearhead the rede- 
velopment of the liberated Palestinian territor- 
ies cannot be expected to last long since vying 
for credit and prestige is not the main concern 
for the Middle East region as a whole. 

True, the West Bank and Gaza Strip need 
and deserve big money for reconstruction and 
institution-building after over a quarter of a 
century of Israeli occupation. Emergency fund- 
ing is obviously required to build up the 
infrastructure of a new state soon to take root 
in the wake of the PLO-Israel accord. The 
peace package orchestrated for the Palestinians 
calls for an aid programme on a scale that has 
not been witnessed in a long time. The effort is 
formidable since the objective is to create and 
establish a state right from scratch and a new 
order out of chaos. 

Still, there is no way that the economic 
well-being and subsequently the political viabil- 
ity of the newly-born Palestinian entity can be 
attained in-isolation from overall and compre-- 
hensive stability and development of the region. 
The political and economic success of the 
Palestinians' is to a large extent dependent on 
the economic strength of the surrounding re- 
gion starting with their immediate Arab neigh- 
bours, especially Jordan and Lebanon. Beirut 
is already seeking a $10 billion aid package 
from the international community. Whether 
the amount requested is proportional to the 
objectives in mind, the stability and viability of 
Lebanon remains vital to the success of regional 
peace on which the Palestinian dimension is 
dependent. 

The same goes for Jordan which is geog- 
raphically, economically and socially the closest 
neighbour of the Palestinians. Amman has been 
and will always be the principal partner of the 
Palestinians on every conceivable level. These 
conditions would necessitate a comprehensive 
aid planning for the Near East in addition to the 
specific and urgent requirements of the Palesti- 
nian state in the making. 

Yesterday’s meeting of donors would have 
done well to take the area’s overall needs while 
earmarking emergency and short to long terms 
financial and economic support to the Palesti- 
nians. After all, investment in peace in the 
Middle East would not be complete without 
addressing the regional dimensions of peace 
after war. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


BACKED BY the United States. Israel is now trying to cash m 
on the PLO-Israeli agreement on Palestinian self-rule 
although no peace has yet materialised and no Israeli 
withdrawal has taken place from the occupied lands, said Sawt 
Al Shaab Arabic daily. Israel is now moving speedily to end 
the Arab countries’ boycott of Israel, economically, commer- 
cially and culturally, demanding that this is a reward for 
signing the PLO-Israeli deal on Gaza and Jericho, said the 
daily. Bv continually announcing that Jerusalem would con- 
tinue to' remain Israel's united capital, Israeli statesmen are 
not making it any easier for the implementation of agreements 
with the Arabs and the Palestinians to arrive at a lasting peace, 
said the daily. Furthermore, Israel is aiming at this stage to 

achieve economic ambitions in the Arab region without 
retreating from its adamant stand concerning the Golan 
Heights in addition to Jerusalem as it believes that it can reap 
the benefits of peace without achieving it, continued the 
paper. By refusing to see an independent Palestinian state 
established on Palestinian soil, by ignoring the rights of the 
refugees and by procrastinating the pulling out from the 
occupied Lebanese and Syrian lands. Israel, said the paper, is 
clearly playing for time and hoping that the Arabs would fall 
into the trap of ending the boycott regulations. 

NOW THAT the announcement has been made for holding 
the elections on schedule, the ball is in the court of the political 
parties said Saleh Al Qallab, a columnist in Al Dustour daily. 
These parties should now rise to the occasion and prove their 
ability fo shoulder responsibilities and confront the challenge 
of democracy, demanded the writer. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Decision on elections 6 turns a new leaf 
in Jordanian- Palestinian relations 9 


SURPRISING AS it is, the decision by His Majesty King 
Hussein to hold general elections as scheduled on Nov. 8, after 
weeks of speculation in the country, has come as a clear 
affirmation of three distinct characterestks of Jordanian policy 
and turns a new leaf in Jordanian-Palestinians relations. 

it could be said that external considerations and foreign 
policy objectives also played a key role in what many 
politicians here describe as a stunning decision, but a closer 
look at the elements that guide Jordan's course mil indicate 
that it was internal factors that came into decisive play during a 
few hours between Monday evening and Tuesday afternoon 
last week when everybody appeared to have resigned to 
accepting a delay of the polls until June IS, 1994. 

First and foremost, the decision goes a long way in 
reassuring Jordanian voters of West Bank origin that they are 
now on an equal footing with East Bankers. In essence, the 
message is simple and dean Whether a Nabulsi. Khaiili or 
Jerusalemite or from any other part of the West Bank, they 
are as equal in rights and responsibilities as a Bani Hassan, 
Huweitat, Adwan, Bani Sakr or Shaalan in Jordanian 
decision-making. 

Such a reassurance to the ’‘refugees” from 1948, the 
“displaced” from 1967 and the “returnees" from 1990-92 was 
much too vital to be brushed aside for any other considera- 
tions, given the strong fibre that the West Bankers offer to the 
Jordanian society. 

The fact that Jordan's first multi-party elections will be held 
in the same format as it was before Aug. 20, the' day when the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) secret agree- 
ment was let out of the Oslo bag, blocks the way for the 
so-called Palestinian Likudniks and Israeli hardliners In the 
West Bank in their pursuit of discrediting the Kingdom. 
Obviously their objective was to cast serious doubts on 
Jordan's sincerity towards its citizens of Palestinian origin and 
create a confusion conducive to undermining the carefully- 
nurtured Arab- Israeli peace process. 

The implications of the Israel-PLO accord and speculation 
over the fate of Palestinians in the diaspora will definitely be a 
factor when voters go to the polls 6n Nov. 8. However, to 
assume that the polls will definitely produce a rejectionist, 
hardline parliament which will spoil the peace process by 
ruling out any agreement with Israel 1 is too short-sighted. Let 


us not overlook a distinct factor — that by and large, 
Jordanians of Palestinian origin have as much stake in 
ensuring the security and stability of Jordan as anyone else. 

It is one thing to express hardline views, but it is a totally 
different story when it comes to realising that one's ballot 
could also be the paper that could seriously disrupt life in the 
society where one makes a living and brings up his or her 
family in a safe and secure environment. * 

The record of the Jordanian society over the years has left 
little doubt that an overwhelming majority of the Kingdom’s 
citizens is fully aware of the pitfalls that await them if they'tum 
to hardline approaches, given the realities on the ground. 

I*, have no doubts in my mind that the course of Jordan since 
its inception, and particularly under the reign of King Hussein, 
has established beyond any doubt among the citizens, whether 
before the creation of the state of Israel or after, that they are 
the fortunate among the Arabs of the Levant in recent history. 

Examples stare us in the face of how some of our brethren in 
our neighbourhood were not as lucky as we were and are today . 
to have enjoyed the trappings of a relatively free society where 
citizens can not only voice their opinion but also be assured 
that their voices would be heard and listened to instead of 
being carted off. 

Along the same line of thinking, however, it is also naive to 
expect that concerns for security and stability could totally 
shut out the so-called hardliners from legislative power. The 
very nature of democracy dictates that a strong opposition is a 
sine qua non for a constructive society if only because it 
deprives the executive authority of a free band to run things 
according to its whims and fancies. 

Equally important in the context of Jordan is the fact that 
the “opposition” in this country has always been largely 
“domesticated" and those who shout at the top of their voices, 
for whatever reason, against peace with Israel have not 
descended on us from a different planet. They are very much 
from among us and harbour as much concern as any citizen to 
prevent chaos from taking over. 

It will not be an overstatement to say that the so-called 
hardliners among us are perhaps the one segment of the 
Jordanian society which understands better and is frilly aware 
of the “red line” beyond which lies the uncertain that would 
spare no one among us. 



NATO enters minefield in 
Eastern Europe debate 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 

BRUSSELS — NATO has 
stepped into a political and 
diplomatic minefield as it con- 
siders. for the first time since 
the end of the cold war. 
whether to take on some of its 
former enemies in Eastern 
Europe as members. 

Many of those countries are 
clamouring for shelter from the 
dangers of an increasingly un- 
stable Europe and the 16-na- 
tion alliance knows it must do 
something to help, if it is not to 
be written off as irrelevant. 

. But the dilemma for NATO, 
as it heads towards a summit in 
January, is how to improve 
security to the East while 
avoiding other risks in taking 
on more members — risks 
which could do nearly as much 
damage to the alliance. 

“I don't think anyone is sup- 
posing that NATO will be 
quickly or immediately en- 
larged so far as full mem- 
bership is concerned,” British 
Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd said recently. 

"On the other hand, we cer- 
tainly don't wish to rebuff their 
desire to come closer to 
NATO." 

Diplomats say it is most un- 
likely the summit will offer full 
membership to any country be- 
cause most NATO members 
oppose such a move before the 
21st century. 

"This is going to be an enor- 
mously difficult problem," said 
a senior NATO diplomat, who 
asked not to be named. 

“We have to ask whether 
extending membership would 
weaken the cohesion of NATO 
as it now is, whether we would 


upset Russia and others who 
would be left out and whether 
we could end up ensnared in 
more Yugoslav-styk ethnic 
conflicts." 

The crisis in Russia has 
served as a timely reminder to 
NATO that the West could 
face trouble if Mr. Yeltsin 
loses power and reforms stop. 
The war in former Yugoslavia 
shows the kind of vicious 
ethnic conflicts which might 
involve NATO if it expands. 

There is also the problem of 
whether countries like Poland 
and Hungary — the most ob- 
vious first choices for NATO 
membership — should join the 
alliance before they join the 
European Community, as the 
EC has recognised they will. 

Until recently, these prob- 
lems were not even on the 
agenda. 

Ever since the end of East- 
West confrontation, the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
has said it was premature to 
discuss expanding membership 
of the 43-year-old club. 

Instead, it set up the North 
Atlantic Cooperation Council 
(NACC). which brings NATO 
members. Eastern European 
nations and former Soviet re- 
publics together in diplomatic 
links. 

Although there are plans to 
use the NACC for more prac- 
tical activities such as joint 
peacekeeping, most Eastern 
European nations say such 
cooperation has not gone far 
enough. 

One of the major arguments 
against taking on new mem- 
bers has always been that Rus- 
sia might object and that such a 
move would be seen as an 


aggressive expansion east- 
wards by NATO. 

But when Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin said during a visit 
to Warsaw last month that 
Poland was free to join the 
alliance if it wanted, the atti- 
tude began to change — before 
the current power struggle in 
Moscow erupted. 

Germany, concerned for the 
security of its immediate East- 
ern European neighbours, has 
since been pushing for the 
NATO summit on January 10 
to decide on accepting new 
members. 

NATO Secretary-General 
Manfred Woemer has said It 
was now time to consider such 
a move but some alliance 
members in Brussels criticised 
him for going too far. 

Some NATO members, 
worried that decisions can be 
difficult enough to reach with 
16 countries, are concerned 
that it would be even more 
difficult with more. 

But the cat was out of the 
bag. Poland. Hungary and the 
Czech Republic have again be- 
gun to press their case for 
NATO security guarantees as 
the best safeguard for their 
democracies. 

The first question for the 
summit is what to offer the best 
candidates — countries who 
have gone furthest in democra- 
tic and economic reforms since 
the collapse of communism. 

It is likely that NATO will 
send a clear signal that mem- 
bership is open to them, with- 
out giving a time frame. 

It is also possible, diplomats 
say. that those countries will be 
offered a special status which 
stops short of full membership 


but winch points dearly in that 
direction. 

One idea would be to allow 
Poland, Hungary and a few 
others to accede to NATO's 
1949 founding treaty, with the 
exception of a key article that 
contains the essential security 
guarantee. 

That artide states that an 
attack on one member state 
will be treated as an attack on 
all. 

Such a move would still give 
new members, who would then 
have the prospect of becoming 
full members a few yean later, 
the right to consult with 
NATO if their security is 
threatened. 

Criteria would be estab- 
lished to decide who could 
come in — including commit- 
ments to democracy and hu- 
man rights, protection for 
minorities and the peaceful set- 
tlement of disputes. 

The second issue will be how 
to make this into a kind of 
‘‘package deal” that will also 
include something for other 
Eastern European nations and 
former Soviet republics, so 
they will not feel their level of 
security has been reduced. 

One way of doing that would 
be a commitment that any new 
members would not have 
NATO forces stationed on 
their soil in peacetime — 
something that already applies 
to some existing members such 
as Norway. 

Another suggestion is to 
offer countries like Russia and 
Ukraine, which have little real 
prospect of joining NATO, a 
separate kind of security treaty 
that would go further than 
current diplomatic and military 
links with the alliance. 


Th<=i Week in Print 

Elections on time: 
Promoting 
democracy, 
maintaining 
national unity 


Reviewed by JEfia Nasrallah 


THE ANNOUNCEMENT 
that the coming elections 
would be held on schedule, 
reactions to the PLO- Israel 
agreement and a host of 
domestic issues were given 
prominence in the local press 
during the past week. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i said 
that by keeping the Nov. 8 
ejections date unchanged, the 
government has maintained 
the normal political life of the 
country and avoided any 
negative impact on the detno- 
cratisation process. 

The derision meant dearly 
that the government is giving 
more attention to maintain- 
ing national unity and prom- 
oting democracy than other 
considerations, said 
Mahmoud Rimawi. 

He said the decision has 
been met with nation-wide 
welcome since it is bound to 
ensure the continuation of 
parliamentary life regardless 
of the developments in the 
Middle East region. 

Under the title of “A Wise 
Derision’' columnist Ahmad 
Al Mislefa said that the gov- 
ernment derision on the elec- 
tions day has put an end to 
confusion and rumours. 

The decision was in fact a 
catalyst to speed up the pro- 
cess of demoralisation since 
it would ensure the undis- 
turbed parliamentary rule in 
die country, said the writer 
who writes for Al Dustour 
daily. 

The road to full exercise of' 
democracy in Jordan, he 
said, should never be de- 
railed or diverted by the in- 
fluence of other political de- 
velopments. 

Hamadeh Faraaneh, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, said 
the government decision 
‘pumped new blood in.jhe 
veins of democracyand 
opened the door' for the re- 
sumption of activities by 
candidates and political 
groups in preparation for the 
elections campaign. 

The candidates, be added, 
are now faced with the chal- 
lenge of convincing an electo- 
rate, influenced by domestic 
and external political de- 
velopments, of their sincerity 
to work towards serving 
national interests. 

Now that the elections day 
has been fixed, it is hoped 
that the election campaign 
would focus attention on 
safeguarding the higher 
national interests, said Taher 
Udwan, a columnist in Al 
DustouT. 

The writer said that the 
absence of a Parliament at a 
time when crucial events are 
taking place would have been 
detrimental to the Kingdom. 

It is true that the coming 
elections would be a purely 
interna] affair for Jordan, but 
the recent developments and 
the PLO-Israel deal are 
bound to influence the 
electorate and the candidates 
alike, said Ahmad Dabbas in 
Sawt A! Shaab daily. 

The writer said that the 
most crucial thing at the mo- 
ment is to maintain a strong 
national unity while the peo- 
ple are allowed to exercise 
and enhance democracy in 
the country. 

Referring to the PLO- 
Israel deal, Mahmoud Rima- 
wi said in Al Ra’i daily that 
despite the agreement, peace 
seems to be still far oft and 
out of reach largely due to 
Israel’s persistence that Jeru- 
salem would remain the 
capital of Israel. 

The writer said that Israel 
is trying to delay its with- 
drawal of forces, is holding 
on to Jerusalem and is ignor- 
ing the rights of the 1948 
refugees in a manner that 
shows it is not committed to a 
just peace. 

The Arab parties to the 
peace negotiations should en- 
sure that the Israelis reach 
progress and final solutions 
along all the tracks, simul- 
taneously, if a lasting peace is ; 
to be established, be added. 

Mohammad Kawash, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, criti- ] 
eised the Israeli prime minis- i 
terand the U.S. President Bifl , 
Qfefaffl who, he said, are ] 
■ctfogto strengthen Israel’s i 
«*»omy at this stage and i 
even before any peace agree- < 


ment has been signed. 

The writer said that the 
United States is backing 
Israel’s attempts to end the 
Arab boycott of Israeli goods 
in a manner that would bols- 
ter the Jewish state’s econo- 
mic power and make gains in 
the Arab World without hav- 
ing to sign peace treaties with 
its countries. 

We do not wish to see a 
peace that would give Israel a 
greater chance to carry out its 
objectives and we do not 
want a peace treaty if it is not 
comprehensive and just, 
stressed the writer. 

Now that the PLO-Israel 
deal has become a fact, the 
PLO- Jordanian committees 
discussing Adore cooperation 
ou gh t to step up their efforts 
»4 raise the level of thdr 
disenssions to cover econo- 
mic, social and political 
areas, said Sawt Al Shaab. 

The paper said that 
Palestinian-Jordanian links 
are deep and intertwined and 
they should be safeguarded 
regardless of the PLO-Israel 
agreement on self-rule. 

Furthermore, the paper 
demanded that the commit- 
tees provide facilities for the , 
1967 refugees to return to 
their homeland once they are 
able to do so under the PLO- 
Israel agreement. 

“By keeping tbe 
Nov. 8 elections * 
date unchanged, 
tbe government has 
maintain ed the nor- 
mal political life of 
the country and 
avoided any nega- 
tive impact on the 
r- dew o era tisa tion 
"process. v * Hie dea- 
,sion meant clearly 
that tbe govern - 
■ meat is giving more 
attention to main- 
taining national un- 
ity and promoting 
democracy than 
other considera- 
tions 

Sal am eh Ekour said that 
any peace agreement which 
does not ensure the return of 
the_1948 and 1967 refugees to 
their homeland is not just. 
Tbe writer said in Sawt Al 
Shaab that any refugee who is 
entitled to return but foils to 
do so, does not deserve any 
citizenship in Jordan, in 
Palestine or in any other 
Arab country. He said that 
the refugees ought to return 
and establish their rights on 
their national soil and protect 
Arab national interests. 

Mohammad Daoud, a col- 
umnist in AJ Dustour, fo- 
cused attention on .the per- 
sisting shortages of drag sup- 
ptiea in government-run hos- 
pitals and health centres. 

Some of these centres 
sometimes are found to have 
no supplies at all and the 
patients have to wait for days 
for their medicines, said the 
writer. 

As long as the Health 
Ministry is committed to en- 
sure the medicine for those 
covered by the health insur- 
ance scheme, it ought to 
make arrangements to purch- 
ase the drugs even if it has to 
resort to private pharmacies 
and drug stores to do so, 
demanded the writer. 

Mohammad Kawash, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, said 
that while democracy is being 
streng thened in Jordan, the 
rights of women are 
denied 5® many domains. 

Women in Jordan have 
succeeded in ensuring their 
own independence from men 
ana m assuming posts as doc- 
tors, engineers, university, 
professors and in many other 
fields, but married women 
are not allowed to travel 
abroad without a written 
approval from their hus- 
bands, said Kawash. The wri- 
ter said that the government 
ought to amend the current 
legislations and give women 
more freedom as the world is 
^approaching the advent 
of the 21st century. 
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between East Bank Jorda- 
nians and Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin, including 
the refugees from the 1967 
war, and threaten the social 
fabric of the country. ’ 

Mr. Kabariti cited “soli- 
darity, security and the best 
interests of the country” as 
the core concerns of the lead- 
ership. “Survival of the state 
was not in question, but the 
thriving (of the Kingdom) 
and how we can fit into the 
new world order was at 
stake ” he said. In view of the 
latest political developments, 
a restructuring of the Jorda- 
nian position was necessary, 
be added. “For the new re- 
gional order we need a new 
‘ Jordanian order, a compre- 
hensive strategy (for the fu- 
ture).*’ 

‘ The secretary -general of 
"the Islamic Action Front 
‘(lAF), Ishaq Farhan, said 
'that “the situation was not so 
'complicated as to warrant 
^postponing the elections,” 
and, based on this, his group 
-did “not recommend a post- 
ponement.” 

* He feared that a decision 
;to put off the e 1 -rion would 
“give a free and to the 
government” to do what it 
wants without parliamentary 
■control and jeopardise the 

' democratic debate, which de- 
’ pends on a dialogue between 
'the government and the 

• opposition. 

The proponents of holding 
7 elections on time, who had 
been represented mainly by 
intellectuals and writers, saw 
'a postponement as a definite 
7 setback to -democracy. They 
; argued that the participation 
of the people in an open 
‘ debate, regardless of the sen- 
sitivity of the issue at stake, 
was essentia] and did not see 
such an exchange as posing 
‘any threat to the security of 
the state. While Dr. Farhan 
-viewed delaying the elections 
as unfavourable to Jordan's 
democratic development, 
' Mr. Kabariti could not see a 
situation where such a step 
would mean the reversal of 
the democratisation process. 

But positions adopted in 
the debate between the oppo- 
nents and proponents of 
holding elections on time 
largely reflected ideological 
and party lines on the demo- 
cratisation in the country as a 
whole. 

Adnan Abu Odeb, Jor- 
dan’s ambassador to the Un- 
ited .Nations umd 'the- founder 
of the now divided Progress 
and Justice Party, believes 
that there is no other form of 
democracy except that of the 
Western-style representative 
system. However, he con- 
ceded in a recent interview 
that one needs to advance 
gradually so as not to step on 
socio-economic, traditional 
and cultural landmines along 
the way. 

In the view of Mr. Kabar- 
titi, Jordan needs to develop 
its own model of democracy 
for it to woik. He said that 
“there are specificities in the 
Jordanian example .that can- 
not be ignored. We need aon 
arrangement which preserves 
the balance of power and 
prevents confrontation. We 
need an example which un- 
ites and does not divide.” 

Jordan's democracy “is 
different from ' all Western 
democracies because we have 
a constitutional monarchy 
and the Monarch is the head 
of the three branches of gov- 
ernment — the executive, the 

M^Kabariti said. ‘The King 
rules through his ministers 
and legislates through Parlia- 
ment, and courts’ rulings are 
issued in his name... No 
Western democracy has this 
system," he said. “There is 
no model for democracy that 
any nation could follow. 
There is a process which 
could advance, stagnate or 
regress. Tt all depends on the 
many factors, internal and 
external, including the eco- 
nomic situation.” 

Furthermore, Mr. Kabariti 
does not agree that Jordan’s 
democratisation has un- 
leashed a monster that could 
not be controlled. 

Prominent Jordanian 
lawyer and former cabinet 
minister Tahcr Hikmat 
ag rees with Mr.. Kabariti in 
that Jordan has to develop its 
own model of democracy. 
“We cannot copy Western 
democracy/' he told the Jor- 
dan Times earlier this week. 

Mr. Hikmat said that effort 
needs to he put into develop- 
ing a democratic system 
which incorporates universal 
democratic values but which 
is adapted to the particular 
features of the Jordanian 
society. 

Mr. Hikmat, however, saw 
the political actors* lade of 
understanding of social, eco- 
nomic and dempgraphical 
factors as the largest threat to 
democracy. Pointing to what 
he called “the remnants of 


the authoritarian regime/’ he 
said that it would take time to 
change the mentality and to 
educate people in democratic 
values. “We need time, and 
we need real representa- 
tion.” he said. 

Both Mr. Kabariti and Mr. 
Hikmat made a link between 
democracy and economy. 
'‘We need enough time and 
enough economic growth so 
that the economic bot- 
tlenecks do not lead to social 
problems which might turn 
into political crisis hindering 
our democratisation," Mr. 
Kabariti said. 

He called the potential 
problem a triangle of three 
Ds, — debt, development 
and democracy — one depen- 
dent on the other. His logic is 
that if there was a debt bur- 
den, development was bound 
to be impeded, and if de- 
velopment was blocked, 
dem-ocracy would be 
threatened. “Debt hinders 
proper development,” Mr. 
Kabariti argued. “And with- 
out development, you cannot 
have an open-ended demo- 


cracy.” 

On the reversibility of the 
democratisation process, the 
lAFs Dr. Farhan said: “I 
really hope that we have 
already reached the point of 
no return.” Reversing the 
democratic choice, he con- 
tinued. “could lead to a col- 
lapse of people’s confidence 
in the state and a damage to 
the credibility of (Jordanian) 
governments for decades to 
come." 

Furthermore. Dr. Farhan 
said, this would tarnish Jor- 
dan’s political image in the 
Arab World and the rest of 
the world. "This is why it is in 
everybody’s interest — the 
regime, the people and the 
political parties that this 
democratisation process does 
not falter.” 

Dr. Jamal Sha’er. a found- 
er of Unionist Arab Demo- 
cratic Party and a former 
minister takes a different 
stand from Mr. Kabariti and 
Dr. Farhan by firmly dismis- 
sing that the process can be 
controlled: “No, the demo- 
cratisation process is not re- 
versible. The process has 
grown tough with sharp nails. 
If anyone tries to scratch it, it 
will scratch back.” 


Donors pledge nearly $2 b 


(Continued from page 1) 

U.S. Vice-President A! 
Gore opened the five-hour 
conference urging businessmen 
around the world to help out, 
as well. The theory is that an 
economically sound Palesti- 
nian administration would be 
inorned to live in peace with 
Israel and join with it to prom- 
ote economic well-being 
throughout the region. 

Mr. Gore said: “The pre- 
sence of so many parties ffom 
both inside and outside the 
Middle. East itself sends a 
strong signal of hope.” He also 
exhorted Arab countries to 
end the boycott of Israel, 
which dates back more than 40 
years. 

Mr. Peres announced the 
Israeli offer of assistance in his 
opening statement. 

. "Israel will work dosely with 
Palestinians and Jordanians to 
... help create a flourishing 
economic triangle/’ be said. 
“We shall do it as neighbours. 
We do not seek to replace 
military presence by economic 
domination." 

The biggest single pledge is 
‘ $600 million over live years 
from the 12-nation European 
( Community (EC). Thc^Unitcd ■ 
"States originally made a. pledge 
of $250 million over two yeatsl ■ 
. After some European govern- 
ments scorned Washington 
playing host to the conference 
with a pledge less than half that 
of the EC, the United States 

8 remised $500 million over 
vc years. 

Japan pledged $200 million 
over the first two years. 

Mr. Peres’s presence -at the 
meeting itself was unpre- 
cedented since long-time Arab 
foes are attending. 

Mr. Peres sat near delegates 
from Saudi Arabia and wealthy 
Arab states. Initially, be did 
not mingle with them but. was 


later seen deep in conversation 
with Moroccan and Palestinian 
delegates. 

Forty-three nations sent rep- 
resentatives to the aid confer- 
ence, also attended by repre- 
sentatives of the PLO, the EC. 
the United Nations and the 
Worid Bank. 

Kuwaiti Prime Minister 
Sheikh Saad A! Abdullah Al 
Sabah ruled out direct assist- 
ance to the PLO's efforts to set 
up self-rule in the occupied 
territories. 

But he did not exclude some 
form of Kuwaiti participation 
in the international program- 
me to develop the territories, 
the newspaper Al Anbaa re- 
ported Friday. 

'The government is not will- 
ing to support the one who 
stabbed us and who backed our 
enemy/' Sheikh Saad said in 
reference to PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, whom Kuwait 
has accused of siding with Iraq 
during the Gulf war. 

Sheikh Saad was speaking 
with deputies who, according 
to the daily, strongly opposed 
“any assistance to the PLO” 
and called for coordination 
among the six-country Gulf 
Cooperation Council of which 
Kuwait is a member. 

“Any decision must be 
based on the interests of 
Kuwait," Sheikh Saad, who is 
also crown prince, told the 
deputies. 

He said Kuwait could par- 
ticipate in the international 
effort to set up self-rale in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho. 

But Kuwait's contribution 
“will not be similar to the 
participation of other (GCC) 
states,” Sheikh Saad added. 
He did not elaborate. 

Mr. Christopher met on 
Thursday representatives of 
the GCC. 


‘Jordan needs support’ 
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for our own talks with Israel. 
We now look forward to 
negotiating issues of subst- 
ance, such as the vital issue of 
refugees, on the basis of in- 
ternational law. 

Jordan, nearest to the core 
of the conflict, has shoul- 
dered an enormous human 
load. We have given shelter 
to three waves of displaced 
Palestinians — in 1948, 1967, 
and 1991. These refugees — 
about 3.7 million individuals 
— account today for one 
third of Jordan’s population. 
Less than 300,000 are still In 
camps: 300,000 too many. 
For Jordan is committed to 
providing all of its population 
with the stable and decent 
environment that goes hand 
in hand with peace-making 
and human resource develop- 
ment. Our citizens, whether 
of Palestinian or Jordanian 
origin, enjoy civil and human 
rights equally and participate 
as equals in our democratisa- 
tion process. But our human 
policies have demanded grea- 
ter sacrifices from our peo- 
ple. 

As a consquence of the 
conflict, Jordan faces a debt 
overhang of about $7 billion 
one of the highest per capita 
rates in the world. Hie Gulf 
crisis cost our national eco- 
nomy $9 billion, a heavy blow 
to a country with a GNP 
(gross national product) half 
that figure. Yet we continue 
to enforce U.N. sanctions 
against Iraq. The exceptional 
support of the world com- 
munity is desperately needed 
if Jordan is to keep shoulder- 
ing its regional responsibili- 
ties and move towards peace, 
reconstruction and prosper- 
ity. 

Jordan will do everything 
in its power to ensure the 
success of arrangements for 
Palestinian interim self- 
government. Indeed, we 
have already extended our 
assistance in institution- 
building and training. Our 
commitment is not in doubt. 
In 1986, we tried to start a 
development effort to sup- 
port the people of the occu- 
pied territories. The world 
did not listen to our warning 
that the economic situation 
there was politically danger- 
ous. But we do not want to 
dwell on the past. We want to 
applaud the fact that today, 
seyen years later, leading 
mcrabefs of the world com- 
T“fn unity - are-: gathered to 
answer our call. Let us’ now 
work together to rebuild the 
occupied territories, and the 
other parts of the region that 
have been devastated by con- 
flict. 

Although the Palestine 
question has always been the 
core of the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict, the entire region has 
suffered. Peace, then, cannot 
be piecemeal: It must be 
comprehensive if it is to en- 
dure. The reality of inter- 
dependence in all fields re- 
quires this. If we are to 
fashion a commonwealth of 



hope on our ancient soil, all 
must participate. All must 
have a say in shaping a new 
regional order, under-fanned 
by trans-national, co- 
operative, holistic security. 
And all must be given the 
chance, and the tools, to play 
their part in this historic en- 
deavour. 

It is our blessing and our 
burden to live in such ex- 
traordinary times. The deci- 
sions made today will echo 
across the world, and down 
through history. The peoples 
of the Middle East are de- 
pending upon us; generations 
ro come are suspended on 

our word. Let us be worthy of 

them; let us give them a 
chance to taste the fruits of 
peace. For though we can all 
walk away from this room, 
not one of us can walk away 
from these responsibilities. 


Syrian papers see Christopher trip 


say without any ambiguity « 
interpretation is that it b po^f. 
ble, indeed it is expected, rim 
a tangible breakthrough win be 
achieved in the Syrian-IsraeS 
negotiations within the coming 
months, and that it is a mistake 
for anyone to believe that we 
need time to pass to digest 
what has happened between 
Israel and the Palestinians." 

Mr. Mubarak listed three 
principles which he said the 
1979 Egyptian-Israeli treaty 
had established: 

—“Full implementation of 
the equation of land for 
peace." 

— “Reaching acceptable 
security arrangements that 
protect the interests of the two 
parties and do not infringe the 
sovereignty of either.” 

— “That the implementa- 
tion of the concept of peace in 
relations between the treaty 


(Continued from page 1) 

parties does not mean forcing 
either of them to accept cir- 
cumstances which contradict 
their interests or the wishes of 
their peoples.” 

This was the signal to Israel 
to ease its pressure on norma- 
lisation. Egypt agreed to foil 
normalisation, induding trade 
and embassies, but in practice 
has kept relations to a mini- 
mum, waiting for a wider Mid- 
dle East settlement. 


Shas ready to hand over 
Golan 

The ultra-orthodox religious 
party Shas, a partner in the 
government coalition, is ready 
ro hand the Golan Heights 
back to Syria in exchange for 
“ r Ml" peace, ex-interior 
Minister Aryeh Deri 
announced Friday. 


“We would be prepared to 
give up the Golan in return for 
a real peace agreement with 
Syria," party leader Deri told 
the Maariv newspaper. 

"The preservation of life is 
more important than keeping 
sovereignty over the (occu- 
pied) territories,” Mr. Deri 
said, quoting the spiritual lead- 
er of Shas, Rabbi Ovadia Yos- 
sef. 

The six Shas deputies are 
part of the government coali- 
tion, but Mr. Deri was forced 
to resign from office three 
weeks ago over charges that he 
embezzled $300,000 of public 
money. 

"Handing back the Golan is 
in no way a religious prob- 
lem," he said. “It's a simple 
—question of security." 

Shas would not fry to block a 
return of the Golan. Syria 
made it dear to Israelis that it 
wants peace. Mr. Deri said. 


Prince Hassan meets with Peres 


(Continued from page 1) 

tion of all Arab land, induding 
East Jerusalem. 

“His Royal Highness also 
stressed the importance of the 
comprehensiveness of peace 
through propelling the peace 
process forward to achieve se- 
rious progress on the Jorda- 
nian, Syrian and Lebanese 
tracks.” 

In another report, Petra said 
that during the 20-minute 
meeting. Prince Hassan pre- 
sented the “consistent Jorda- 
nian stand vis-a-vis efforts to 
achieve a just and comprehen- 
sive (Middle East) peace that 
would be accepted by future 
generations.” 

“Such peace should corres- 
pond with the higher national 
interests and political invari- 
ables of Jordan based on clar- 
ity and away from sur- 
prises ” Petra said. 

It added that the White 
House meeting was bound to 
“further boost the peace pro- 
cess into new horizons and 
deepens the commitment of 
the concerned parties towards 
achieving substantive results.” 

“Jordan’s stance on the 
peace process emanated from 
its strong relations with the 
U.S., foe major sponsor of the 
peace peocess,” it said. “Jor- 
dan's continued efforts to up- 


grade mutual relations would 
lead the U.S. to carry out its 
legal, political and moral role 
towards foe implementation of 
the Madrid formula.” 

The Crown Prince stressed 
that “a just peace goes beyond 
protocols and media flood- 
lights into addressing realities 
on foe ground which includes 
the rights of refugees based on 
U.N. resolutions and their 
long-time plight. Peace should 
also address foe outstanding 
problems of the region, includ- 
ing development impediments, 
waters, unemployment and 
security, and translating inter- 
national legitimacy into real- 
ity." 

Israeli media claimed His 
Majesty King Hussein met 
with Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin last Sunday in the 
port of Aqaba. 

The Royal Palace in Amman 
and Mr. Rabin himself denied 
foe report. 

following is the text ot me 
statement that Mr. Clinton 
made to reporters after foe 
Friday's White House meeting: 

“I have just had the privilege 
of hosting an historic meeting 
in foe Oral Office between His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan of Jordan and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres of 


Israel. This meeting is another 
step forward on foe road to- 
ward a comprehensive peace in 
foe Middle East. 

“With me in the Oral Office 
were Shimon Peres, a principal 
architect of foe path breaking 
Israel-Palestinian agreement, 
and Crown Prince Hassan, a 
leader who has devoted his life 
to the promotion of peace and 
a better future for the whole 
region. I am grateful to both of 
them for accepting my invita- 
tion to further the cause of 
peace. 

“On Sept. 13, I spoke of a 
new future for the Middle East 
and all its peoples and of a 
turning point in that regipn’s 
long and troubled history. The 
meeting which has just taken 
place, coming as it does two 
weeks after Jordan and Israel 
signed their agreement on a 
common agenda to jguide their 
negotiations, symbolises a new 
relationship between Jordan 
and Israel marked by dialogue 
and acceptance rather than 
confrontation and rejection. 

“Hie special relationship be- 
tween the United States and 
Israel is central to the pursuit 
of peace, but I also want to 
emphasise the great import- 
ance the United States attaches 
to Jordan's critical role in 
achieving a lasting peace. 


“In our meeting, both foe 
Crown Prince and Foreign 
Minister (Peres) spoke of their 
hopes for a future of peace and 
prosperity for Israelis, Palesti- 
nians, Syrians, Lebanese and 
Jordanians alike — indeed, for 
the whole region. 

“To help work towards this 
goal of a real and enduring 
peace, they discussed ways to 
give impetus to their bilateral 
negotiations with a view to 
resolving all outstanding issues 
that will affect foe lives of their 
people, with special emphasis 
on economic issues, including 
trade, finance, agriculture, 
economic development and 
movement of peoples and 
ideas. 

“They also spoke their com- 
mitment to close coordination 
with foe Palestinians as the 
peace process goes forward. 

“In this way, Jordan. Israel 
and the United States can act 
as partners with the Palesti- 
nians as we seek to advance 
our common goal of a compre- 
hensive peace in the Middle 
East. I look forward to work- 
ing with the Crown Prince and 
Foreign Minister (Peres) in foe 
future as we build foe founda- 
tions of prosperity and hope 
between Israelis, Palestinians 
and Jordanians and as we seek 
to spread foe benefits of peace 
to all the people of the Middle 
East.” 


«- 
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The people of China a happy 
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the founding of 
the People’s Republic of 

China 

affirming Jordanian 
friendship and hopes of 
continued progress 
and prosperity. 
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Israel stock hopes 
rise on peace moves 


TEL AVIV (R) — s w ,ft and 
surprising Middle East peace 
moves have bolstered Israeli 
hopes of greater foreign invest- 
ment and unprecedented gains 
on the Tel Aviv Stock" Ex- 
change (TASE). 

Stocks have soared since 
Israel signed a breakthrough 
accord last month with the 
PLO and announced a peace 
agenda with Jordan. 

“Just look at the perform- 
ance before the accord. The 
market was going absolutely 
nowhere." said Mark Meiras, 
managing director of Israel's 
Pacific Mediterranean Invest- 
ments. 

He said without the accords, 
investors would have backed 
off because of inflation and 
unemployment, poor second - 
quarter earnings and an official 
forecast for 1993 gross domes- 
tic product growth that fell 
from 4.8 per cent to 4.3 and 
then to 4.0. 

“But now with the peace 
dividend, it's a factor that en- 
ables them to invest." Mr. 
Meiras told Reuters. 

Last month the exchange's 
Mishtanim blue chip share in- 
dex has risen more than 20 
points to around 230. 

Mr. Meiras said if earnings 
continued to grow. Middle 
East peacemaking thrived and 
the economy picked up. the 
index could more than double 
to 500 by mid-1995. 

All this is tempered by warn- 
ings. 


Analysts doubt Israel will be 
a gold mine soon — despite the 
breakthrough with the PLO. 
For foreign investors, the Mid- 
dle East remains a risky re- 
gion. 

“It'll take years to unload 
that image,” Arie Caspi, an 
economic commentator, wrote 
in the Jerusalem Report maga- 
zine. “Right now. out of the 
1.000 biggest companies in the 
world, only five have signifi- 
cant investments in Israel.” he 
wrote. 

Bank of Israel governor 
Jacob Frenkel reminded inves- 
tors in a radio interview last 
month that stock markets 
tend to reflect expectations 
and these could be over- 
oprimistic. 

Mr. Meiras said it would 
take another five years before 
the region could prove to be 
truly investment-worthy. By 
then the Israeli-PLO deal will 
have had time to prove itself 
and other Arab states may 
have made peace with Israel. 

In any event, analysts said it 
was hard to imagine Arab 
stock markets competing with 
the Tel Aviv exchange. The 
exchange is automated, and 
perhaps the most developed in 
the region with the exception 
possibly of Turkey's. 

Neighbouring Jordan's ex- 
change is small by comparison 
and a Palestinian market is at 
least five years off, they said. 

The Israeli exchange has 503 
companies offering more than 


U.S. poised for strong 
upswing, Bentsen says 


WASHINGTON (R) — Treas- 
ury Secretary Lloyd Bentsen 
has declared that the U.S. eco- 
nomy was poised for a “strong 
upswnng" and called on Amer- 
ica 's*allies to do their part to 
boost sluggish global growth. 

In his most optimistic com- 
ments since taking office in 
January, Mr. Bentsen said low 
interest rates and inflation in 
the United States would lay a 
foundation for faster growth. 

“Inflation and interest rates 
in the United Slates are now at 
their lowest level in two de- 
cades." Mr. Bentsen said. 
"The economy is preparing for 
a strong upswing." 

“There are- increasing signs 
that business investment is 
growing and that production 
will rise." he added. -• 

His comments came a few 
hours after the government re- 
ported the U.S. economy grew 
at a modest 1 .9 per cent rate in 
the second quarter after a 
meagre 0.8 per cent rise in the 
first quarter. 

With the United States 
poised to pick up the pace of its 
weak recovery." Mr. Bentsen 
turned to rich allies to take 
more action to get their reces- 
sion-hit economics back on 
track. 

“We face the opportunity 
for a period cf truly global 


THE BETTER HALF 


peace and prosperity," Mr. 
Bentsen told the annual meet- 
ing of the International Monet- 
ary Fund and World Bank. 

“But... (that) will require a 
concerted and concentrated 
effort from all of us.” he 
pointed out. 

Mr. Bentsen lectured his fel- 
low finance ministers that it 
was time to back up words with 
action, rather than repeat a 
mantra — “recovety is just 
around the comer” — in the 
hopes that it will come true. 

“After three years, this line 
is beginning to" wear a little 
thin,” he said. “Growth cannot 


Ford to axe more than 
1,000 jobs in Britain . 

LONDON (AFP) — The Ford Motor Group is to axe between 
1,000 and 1.400 jobs at its British plants before the end of the 
year, the group told the trade unions. The automaker, the 
largest in Britain, said it wished to improve productivity at its 
plants and adapt to the drop in demand in western Europe. 
Ford said the loss of jobs would be made good thanks to 
voluntary departures, adding that there would be no sackings. 
Up to 1.200 jobs, many of them temporary, will be axed at 
production sites, including some 450 at Dagenham, in south- 
eastern England. Administration would be asked to shed 200 
•jobs. The group said it had progressively cut the number of 
employees from a total 72,000 in 1980 to 31.350 now. while 
increasing production. Thanks to these gains in productivity, 
the group had reduced its losses before tax in 1992 to £353 
million ($530 million), compared to £587 million in 1991. Ford 
U.K. sold 99,050 new cars in Britain in August. 


By Glasbergen 


Peanuts 



IF YOU RE GOING 
TO BE PLYING OVER 
PARIS, COULD I 
HITCH A RIDE? / 





“To apologize for my behavior last 
night, 1 brought you a bouquet 
of excuses." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold 
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Andy Capp 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary worts. 


DYGUP 


NIGGO 


SCISEP 


DREVIT 







Wide gaps remain between perceptions of Worli 
Bank, Palestinians on economic needs 





1,000 securities. Of the 503, 
12S have been added to the 
exchange since the start of the 
year. 

The Tel Aviv exchange also 
has ever-increasing liquidity. 

About 100 million of stock is 
bought and sold daily on the 
Tel Aviv exchange compared 
to 20 million two-and-a-half 
years ago. 

Regulations for foreign in- 
vestors may also be the most 
relaxed of any Middle East 
country. Most restrictions were 
lifted last year. 

Most analysts believe it is 
too early to predict which firms 
will benefit most from peace 
moves. But tourism, infras- 
tructure and communications 
companies are the likeliest 
short-term candidates. 

A promised sell-off of such 
government firms as the 
national airline El Al and the 
countries-' banks has also 
buoyed investors' hopes. 

Among Mr. Meiras's picks: 

— Bezeq Phone Company: 
“If there's more trade, there's 
more phone calls.” 

— Israel Electric Company: 
“Once they go public they'll be 
helping Palestinians set up 
their electric infrastructure.” 

— Dan Hotels and Africa- 
Israel Investments, which has a 
big hotels subsidiary, and even 
the four rental car firms which 
are traded on the exchange: 
"People who want to visit Jor- 
dan will come to Israel first and 
then drive east in a rent-a-car.” 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Wide gaps re- 
main between the percep- 
tions of the World Bank and 
Palestinian planners in asses- 
sing the economic needs of 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip during the interim 
five-year period of Palesti- 
nian autonomy and beyond, 
negotiators and analysts say. 

An upgraded version of the 
World Bank estimates is on 
the table at a donors confer- 
ence being held in Washing- 
ton, but a major part of the 
disparities between the 
assessments by the bank and 
the Palestinians remains un- 
addressed. It raises the pros- 
pect of the donors coming up 
with pledges falling short of 
what the Palestinians deem as 
the minimum level of the 
needs of the occupied terri- 
tories. 

A study conducted by the 
World Bank under a mandate 
from the working group on 
regional economic coopera- 
tion, stemming from the 
multilateral phase of the Mid- 
dle East peace process, esti- 
mated the needs at S3 billion 
spread equally over 10 years. 

But the Palestinians came 
up with their own program- 
me, entitled the Palestinian 
Development Plan, which 
estimated the needs at $11.7 
billion spread over seven 
years. 

The two reports were stu- 
died on the fringes of the 
annual meetings of the World 
Bank and the International 


Monetary Fund (IMF) in the 
third week of September. 

Dr. Yousef Sayegh, head 
of the Palestinian team to the 
working group on economic 
cooperation, presented a 30- 
page Palestinian paper to the 
meeting, sparking a debate 
on the accuracy of the two 
assessments, and produced 
what could be described as a 
compromise. 

But the catch, analysts say, 
is that the World Bank up- 
graded its assessment from 
$300 million to between $500 
million and $550 million per 
year without committing it- 
self to any Timeframe. 

It appeared Thursday that 
the bank had downgraded the 
revised figures to between 
$400 million and $475 million 
a year. 

Ram K. Chopra, the 
World Bank's director for the 
Middle East, admitted that 
the bank's initial estimates 
did not take into account the 
need to finance a civil admi- 
nistration and the prospect of 
a higher number of Palest- 
nians who need infrastructure 
services. 

He did not mention the 
$500 million to $550 million 
cited by Palestinians. 

According to Samir Abdul- 
lah, a senior Palestinian eco- 
nomic planner who is attend- 
ing the don ora' conference in 
Washington, that is only pan 
of the story. 

Dr. Abdullah, profressor 
of economics at Al Najah 


University in the West Bank, 
said there were three distinct 
areas of differences between 
the Palestinian Development 
Plan and the World Bank 
assessment. 

These, he told the Jordan 
Times on Wednesday, were: 

— The World Bank did not 
take into consideration the 
possibility of “hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians" 
returning to their homes sub- 
ject to Israel-PLO negotia- 
tions, as provided for in the 
Sept. 13 autonomy agree- 
ment signed in Washington. 

“The investment program- 
me in infrastructure is too 
conservative” when this fac- 
tor is taken in account. Dr. 
Abdullah said. He did not 
reveal what parameters the 
Palestinian plan considered 
to determine the number of 
Palestinians expected to re- 
turn horn. 

Senior PLO officials have 
said that they would seek the 
repatriation of 875,000 
Palestinians whom they de- 
scribe as “displaced" by the 
1967 war. The bulk of them 
live in Jordan and Syria. 

— The World Bank report 
did not make any provision 
for bousing for the Palesti- 
nians, leaving it “as an exclu- 
sive private sector responsi- 
bility." 

“We believe that the public 
sector should play a major 
role in housing in the initial 
stages," Dr. Abdullah said. 

The Palestinian Develop- 
ment Plan calls for $5.8 bil- 
lion for housing in the occu- 
pied territories. 

One of the main objectives 
of providing housing for the 


be achieved by pronouncement 
— only by good policies." 

He patted Washington on 
the back, inoting that Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's budget will 
cut $500 billion from the deficit 
and free up savings for private 
investment the world over. 

But saying that unemploy- 
ment was still rising in the 
industrial world, he called on 
rich allies to move further 
down the path of growth. 

He said the foundation was 
being laid for further interest 
rate cuts in Europe, confident-,, 
ly asserting that “inflation has" 
been tamed'.’ 


Needy nations growing 
but donors short of cash 


WASHINGTON (R) — Eco- 
nomic policy-makers from 
around the world lined up at 
the IMF/World Bank meeting 
this week hoping for an aid 
handout but the rich countries 
made dear that precious little 
was available. 

Nations freed from the com- 
munist grip in eastern Europe 
and South East Asia and those 
hoping to prosper from peace 
in the Noddle East joined 
Latin American and African 
countries asking for economic 
aid. 

The end to the cold war 
created the promise of 
prosperity but a hoped-for 
peace dividend has turned out 
to be a cruel mirage in four 
years. 

The collapse of the Soviet 
Union has brought its own 
regional conflicts. Mounting 
unemployment, costly budget 
defidts and anaemic growth — 
in part because of defence cut- 
backs — have made more aid 
for developing nations econo- 
mically ana politically unbear- 
able for industrial countries. 

“Now all of a sudden, some 
of the countries that have al — 


ways been a strong supporter 
of aid — Canada, the Nordic 
countries — are scaling bade,” 
said John Williamson, a senior 
fellow with the Institute for 
International Economics. 

“The United States and the 
U.K. have been doing this for 
some years," he said. 

To be sure, some regions 
and nations have benefitted 
more than others. The import- 
ance of countries in the former 
Soviet Union and fears of a 
wave of .refugees if those .eP^. 
nornics run aground have spur- 
red premises of assistance. -•■ - 

On Thursday, for instance, 
the United States, extended 
repayment terms on $1.1 bil-s 
lion of Russian debt, giving 
Moscow room to get more 
credits to buy grain. 

The prospect of peace in the 
Middle East now that a Israeli- 
Palestinian peace accord has 
been signed has spurred the 
West to offer aid to a new 
Palestinian homeland. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said donor coun- 
tries will probably contribute 
more than $2 billion over a 
-period. of five years to help 


Palestinians 

Vietnam and Cambodia 
were also the recipients of the 
largesse, winning fresh funds 
to pay overdue debts to the 
International Monetary Fund, 
clearing the way for more aid. 

The relief for areas creating 
capitalist markets stood in con- 
trast with the thin support for 
other nations which have long 
been battling poverty in 
Africa. 

“The fact that the fund and 
the -.World .Bank -have ex- - 
panded their geographic reach' 
most not cause them to lose 
interest in the developing 
countries, in particular the 
very poorest nations such as 
those of sub-Saharan Africa,” 
French Finance Minister 
Edmond Alphandery told de- 
legates. 

“IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus called Afri- 
ca the “sinking continent” and 
said the poorest areas were 
virtually cut off from the world 
economy. To address the 
growing issue of starvation, the 
World Bank said it would hold 
a conference in Washington 
later this year. 
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Palestinians — “turning the 
Balata refugee camp into the 
town of Balata for instance," 
as an analyst put it — is 
highly political in that a move 
from the squalid living condi- 
tions of refugee camps to 
proper houses will go a long 
way in turning many middle- 
of-the-road Palestinians into 
supporting the Israel-PLO 
accord. 

“The course of the auton- 
omy accord will be deter- 
mined largely in the refugee 
camps of the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank,” noted a West- 
ern diplomat familiar with 
the Palestinian plan. “It is 
very important for the propo- 
nents of the agreement not 
only to enlist the support of 
those who live, in camps but 
also to do it fast." 

— The third point of differ- 
ence between die Palestinian 
plan and the World Bank 
report is that the bank did not 
allow for the costs involved in 
repairing the port of Gaza 
and building an airport and 
road networks in the occu- 
pied territories. Dr. Abdul- 
lah said. 

He did not give details of 
the Palestinian plans, but 
PLO officials have said that 
initial projects include the 
upgrading of an airstrip in 
Jericho at a still unspecified 
cost, in addition to repairing 
the ancient Gaza seaport on 
the Mediterranean and build- 
ing new roads. 

Except for major highways 
linking key towns in the West 
Bank and those in and 
around Jerusalem, other 
areas in the occupied territor- 
ies have only dilapidated ac- 


cess roads or have no roads at 
all. 

— A fourth point, or 
observation, raised by the 
Palestinians was the “neut- 
ral" language that the World 
Bank used in its report and its 
exclusion of any reference to 
the systematic damage that 
the occupation power- has in-! 
Dieted on the Palestinian qcq 2 
nomy. Dr. Abdullah said. • 

The professor did not out-i 
line the implications of the 
"neutral” language or the 
omission of the economic 
effect of the occupation. Bui; 
other experts in international; 
law said inclusion of the 
points in the report would 
have evolved into a direct’ 
Israeli responsibility to re-; 
medy the situation. ! 

Ironically, Israel is. ex-! 
pected to make a multi-! 
million contribution to the’ 
Palestinian development! 
plan. ! 

Under the Palestinian De-; 
velopment Plan, the occupied; 
territories need an infusion of; 
around $1.5 billion every! 
year. Dr. Abdullah said. ; 

He expected this target to; 
be met through several- 
sources: The $500 million to ! 
$550 million accepted by the; 
World Bank. $300 million in; 
direct and indirect taxes from 
the occupied territories, $400 
million to $500 million in 
investments from the Palesti- 
nian private sector, including 
those in the diaspora, and 
$100 million pledged by the 
EC Executive Commission 
over and above expected con- 
tributions by EC member 
countries to the World Bank 
fund. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY OCTOBER 0, 199393 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter. Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: In- 
fluential persons from afar will 
be willing lo listen to your ambi- 
tions and to give their assistance 
that will be both enlightening 
■ and helpful to your special 
sphere of endeavour. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
new attitude early towards out- 
side associates can be helpful lo 
you in a successful relationship 
but avoid arguments with offi- 
cials later. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
-Think about the. various means 
by which to have more harmony 
at your usual occupation but 
keep from an argumentative 
newcomer later. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Early morning constructive activ- 
ity is soon broken by some un- 
usual and bizarre changes that 
take place and you need to be on 
the alert for them. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Get important matters 
quickly handled at home early 
and then be off and away so you 
will get into some unfortunate 
events there. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Errands or shopping especially 
for fine articles of artistic interest 
should be done early as later you 
find conditions take a turn for 
annoyances. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to_ Septem- 
ber 22) Find out what needs loKe 
done of a financial nature and do 
so quickly as you soon find unex- 


pected events and delays oould - 
otherwise arise in your path. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- > 
ber 22) You can get pretty much 
what you want shortly after 
breakfast but then you find some 
surprising arise to keep you from 
gaining your ends. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21 ) Think about what 
you can do to get out from under 
a restriction early or it can take a 
new twist that can make it diffi- 
cult for you to do later. 

_ SAQTTT AJUjJS: (November 22 
. to December 21) If you have . 
derided upon a course of action 
to pursue to gain an anticipated 
wish go after it early as later you 
1 find other matters void your 
efforts. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You need to make 
sure that you do nothing in pub- 
lic today or tonight that could 
react against the good will and 
standing you have so carefully 
built up. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Quickly put into 
motion any new plan that 
appeals to you and then sit down 
and watch how revisions are 
made that you have to go along 
with. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Gel rid of whatever obliga- 
tions are facing you early and 
then you will be able io do what 
you want the rest of the' day 
when unusual matters arise. I 


THE Daily Crossword by Joel Davajan 


ACHOSS 

1 Poker holding 

5 Gemstones 
10 Rent 

14 Hasan cathedral 
oty 

15 Sublease 

16 Difficult to hnd 

17 Hemingway 
work 

20 Theological 
school 

21 Most pleas am 

22 Rests 

23 Connection 

24 Tic lottowers 
27 Try to hna 
38 Cover 

31 Paifcd 

32 Eartn has seven 

33 Heroic narrative 

34 Ross work 

37 Prepare salad 

38 Great 1 

39 Seems 

40 Prof to 

41 Look over 
quickly 

42 Slop blubber 

43 Incursion 

44 — lav in 
love. 

45 Store todder 
48 Alaskan native 
52 Maugham work 

I with ‘The I 

54 Rainbow 
goddess 

55 Cord 

56 E»ec 

57 Conte 

56 Trigonometric 
(unctions 
59 Meeting abbr 

DOWN 

1 Favorites 

2 Merman Arthur 

3 Particular 

4 Qpposers 

5 Baroque 

6 Pome l nai 

7 Compatriot 

6 — Miser antics, 

9 Most hard- 
neanea 
>0 Ruco 



>1 Mitigate 

12 Goo Of v.-a; 

13 Remainder 

18 Contederanans 

t9 Skaters milieu 

23 Minimum 

24 Samt»e 

25 Early (ur trader 
25 Chevy of 

Hotlvwood 
27 Certain car 
38 Chicken 
23 ArttkKW^ 
materials 
30 Outmoded 

32 Goiter Sem 

33 Avoids 
35 Civilized 

peoples ot tha 
past 
35 Furl 

41 Casa r«jm 

42 Makes o 
muscle 

4 3 Flush 

44 Dress style 

45 E<ude 


Yesterday’s Puzzig Solved: 


□nnnn oqb njnHnn 
□□□nn ana naHnH 
□nrancmnGQ nnhnln 
nnnH Hnaun dnnn 

□nn nran rannoh 

raionra nnn 
ranraua annniinnun 
□nnnn and nnnnn 
raHnnnonnn nrannn 
non omcjB nan 
^nnnsn moo nroia 
nnmra 0012130 norm 
BgnraQ rannnrannnn 

□DBBB QBQ Qnnnn 


46 Mrs Mick 
C lartes 

47 Umki 

48 A — able 

49 Concern! rsj 


*0 Enperta 
51 Loch — 
monster’ 

^ Letters tnar 
Concern MAOO 


t 
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Russian political crisis blurs outlook for dollar 


This report is submitted by Naser JVaftnZn, private client 
groopt Merrill Lynch-Dubai 


Overview 

Fundamental view: The dollar 
weakened against most of the 
major currencies in recent 
trading on expectations that 
Boris Yeltsin is likely to prevail 
in his confrontation with Rus- 
sia's parliament. The dollar's 
safe haven status could come 
into play again in the days 
ahead if the political crisis 
takes a turn for the worse. 

On a fundamental basis, we 
continue to expect the dollar to 
rise against the European cur- 
rencies. Longer-term business 
cycle and interest rate trends 
continue to favour the dollar, 
and we look for it to rise 10 per 
cent or more against the deuts- 
cfaemark to the 1.85 level in the 
next 12 months. 

Talk by Japan's policymak- 
ers of a new fiscal package that 
could indude a 10 trillion yen 
tax cut should keep the yen 
firm against the dollar in the 
months ahead. In addition, 
prospects for a weak recovery 
will do little to curb the na- 
tion's huge current account 
surplus, putting additional up- 
ward pressure on the yen. We 
expect the yen to trade in a 
range of 90-to-110 against the 
dollar and think a move to the 
95 level is likely in the next 12 
months. 

Technical view: The U.S. 
dollar index rose 1.4 per cent 
for the week ended Sept. 24. 
This was the largest weekly 
gain in more than two months 
and represents the fact that the 
dollar was strong against five 


of the six major currencies that 
we regularly monitor. The ex- 
ception was the Australian dol- 
lar which managed to rally a bit 
less than 0.3 per cent versus 
the greenback. Despite this re- 
cent strength, medium term 
momentum oscillators con- 
tinue to have a downward bias. 

This suggests that the dol- 
lar’s post-July corrective pat- 
tern is still unfolding and that 
any nearby strength is likely 
only counter trend and will be 
short lived with the index re- 
cently having marginally 
broken the 91.00-93.00 support 
band, the technical evidence 
would suggest that it is likely to 
fully lest the May lows (just 
above 88.00) after the current 
firmness runs its course. 
However, the counter trend 
rally still has the potential to a 
test of resistance at 92.00- 
93.00; second resistance exists 
above 94.00. 

Deutschemark 

Fundamental view: The dollar 
weakened against the DM to 
the 1.61 level on expectations 
that Boris Yeltsin will prevail 
in his confrontation with Rus- 
sia’s parliament. The dollar's 
safe haven status could come 
into play again in the days 
ahead if the political crisis 
takes a turn for the worse. But 
longer-term economic and in- 
terest rate trends continue to 
favour a stronger dollar against 
European currencies. We ex- 
pect the Bundesbank to con- 
tinue easing monetary policy 


this November and to bring 
short-term interest rates down 
200 basis points or more over 
the next twelve months in re- 
sponse to Germany’s reces- 
sion. 

We view recent hopes that 
the German economy is on the 
road to recovery as premature, 
especially against a backdrop 
of faltering income growth and 
an overvalued currency. We 
also expect the U.S. to grow at 
a 3.5 per cent rate in the 
second half of this year, which 
should contrast favourably 
with Germany's weak eco- 
nomy. We maintain our six- 
and 12-month forecasts for the 
DM/U.S.S rate of DM 1.80 
and DM 1.83 respectively. 

Technical view: The deuts- 
chemark fell almost 1.6 per 
cent versus the U.S. dollar last 
week. However, put/call ratios 
are neutral to overbought, and 
medium term sentiment sur- 
veys are overbought. The 
negative sentiment picture is 
bolstered by short term 
momentum, which was recent- 
ly at its most overbought level 
since last September, and has 
now reversed to the downside. 
This tends to support the cur- 
rent weakness, but the fact that 
short term oscillators did con- 
firm the recent highs and that 
medium term momentum has a 
firm upward bias, implies that 
higher currency highs are still 
indicated — any remaining 
short term weakness notwith- 
standing. 

In addition, the recent rally 
through 1.62 DM/U.S.S (to 
near 1.58) implies that a test of 
the twin peaks recorded last 
April and December in the 


1.55-1.57 range is increasingly 
likely. The reversal in recent 
days carried the currency back 
to the 1.64 breakout point; that 
area should provide important 
first support, with second sup- 
port likely near 1.667. The 
mark/yen cross-rate has held 
well above the 62-64 trading 
range — moving to the 66 area. 
While medium term momen- 
tum is constructive, short term 
oscillators have been weak in 
recent days. This allows for a 
test of the trading range break- 
out point which appears to be 
fairly strong. Significant chart 
resistance remains at 70. 

Pound sterling 

Fundamental view: The pound 
held steady against the dollar 
in recent trading near the 
U.S.S: 1.51 level. We maintain 
our long-held view that the 
fundamentals point to a weak- 
er pound versus the dollar. 
With short rates in the U.S. 
expected to remain at current 
levels in the near term, interest 
rate differentials should move 
in the dollar's favour as U.K. 
interest rates decline further 
along other European interest 
rates. The pound has 
weakened against the DM in 
recent trading amid a de- 
teriorating political situation in 
Britain. However, we expect 
the pound to continue to 
appreciate against the DM in 
the year ahead. 

Weak economic conditions 
and expectations of sharp in- 
terest rate cuts in Germany are 
fundamental forces pushing 
the pound higher against the 
DM. We expect no growth in 


Germany next year, but look 
for real GDP growth and the 
U.K. to accelerate 3.2 per cent 
from 2 per cent this year. 
Based on expectations' for low- 
er German interest rates and a 
growth differential that favours 
the U.K., we expect the pound 
to move toward the DM/12.60 
level in the next 12 months. 
Bur based on our 12-month 
target rate of DM/U.S.S 1.85, 
the pound should weaken 
further against the dollar to the 
SI. 41 level. 

Technical view: TTie British 
pound fell 1.4 per cent against 
the U.S. dollar last week. 
Although short term sentiment 
is cun-entiy viewed as a nega- 
tive, more medium term in- 
dicators have not yet reached 
excessive levels. Moreover, the 
recent breakout above a long 
standing trading range at 1.47- 
1.52 U.S. S/BP (which is now 
viewed as support) has poten- 
tially improved the currency's 
medium to longer term pros- 
pects. 

For now, the rally high 
above SI. 55 was confirmed by 
both short and medium term 
momentum, implying that this 
area of resistance will be 
broken in coming weeks and 
will pave the way for a chal- 
lenge of important long term 
resistance at Sl.585-Sl.60. If 
this S.015 band is decisively 
penetrated, a case can be made 
that an important base will 
then be in place. It is reason- 
able to suggest, therefore, that 
SI .60 is as important to the 
currency as resistance as SI. 40 
is as support. 

Little has changed versus the < 
DM. The cross-rate has been' 


weak (thereby representing re- 
lative sterling strength) since 
late July, moving from its high 
just below 2.59 to a recent low 
near important support at 2.45. 
Short term momentum has not 
confirmed these lows, and still 
allows for the possibility of a 
rally back to perhaps 2.52- 
2.54. However, medium term 
momentum remains weak, and 
any such rally will likely be 
short lived. Lower lows, there- 
fore. are still expected over the 
medium term. 

Japanese yen 

Fundamental view; The yen 
firmed to the 105 level against 
the dollar in recent trading 
amid talk by Japan's policy- 
makers of a new fiscal package 
that could include a 10 trillion 
yen tax cut. Expectations of 
another fiscal stimulus plan 
should help keep the yen firm 
against the dollar in the near 
term. " 
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1 Hour Service’ 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

« JUMBO photo 
nbem 30 % torpor 
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Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
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RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
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Mongolian Barboque for 
Lunch Friday only 
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Come and laste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight . 


RESTAURANT & GARDES 
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f - Five branches all over the world and now one 
In Amman. I 
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- World wide programmes VIA satellite jj 
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Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 


Estate 
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SZECHWAN BARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
typical Chinese Foods 
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Iteke away is avaflaMe 

ShatM-Aiab Street 
Um Uthainah Commerc ia l Centre 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 
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Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies ano gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

U.S. $1.00 costs 1.3350/60 Canadian dollar 


HounK 12 Noon 12 HkMght 
Friday 5PJM MkHght 


653482 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.3350/60 
1.6415/25 
1.8408/18 
1.4338/45 
35.43/45 
5.7125/25 
1593.0/5.0 
106.30/40 
8.1450/65 ■ 
7.165/85 
6.6200/40 
$1.4920/30 
' $354 .50/355.00 


* Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
. Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
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Special Executive Luncheon s 

Take away service 
available 

Open Deify 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-41.30 pm 

.After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Tbwards 3rd circle 
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World News 





NATO may cut East Europe 
plans after Yeltsin warning 


BRUSSELS (R) — NATO 
may be forced to scale back 
plans to admit some former 
Communist enemies as mem- 
bers after President Boris Yelt- 
sin, fighting to keep control of 
Russia, warned the West not to 
push the alliance eastwards. 

Mr. Yeltsin's dramatic 
appeal, which appeared to re- 
verse earlier statements that it 
was up to countries such as 
Poland to decide whether to 
join NATO, came in a letter to 
Western governments this 
week, diplomats said. 

Instead of expanding 
NATO, one of the key issues 
for an alliance summit in Janu- 
ary, Mr. Yeltsin said Russia 
and the 16-nation North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organisation should 
guarantee security in Eastern 
Europe together. 

Countries such as Poland. 
Hungary and the Czech Re- 
public are eager for NATO 
membership to protect them in 
an increasingly unstable 
Europe. Their hopes have 
risen recently and diplomats 
said they would be dismayed 
by Mr. Yeltsin's proposals. 

“I think a cloud of gloom 
will settle over NATO on the 
enlargement issue and you can 
imagine whaj the Eastern 
Europeans will think about 
Russia guaranteeing their 
security, so soon after they got 
out from Moscow's shadow," 
said one diplomat. 

The letter — sent to the 
United States, Britain. France 
and Germany — seemed 
aimed at reassuring the Rus- 
sian military, whose support 
Mr. Yeltsin needs in his strug- 
gle with a conservative parlia- 
ment. 

A NATO spokesman de- 
clined all comment but other 
alliance sources said Mr. Yelt- 
sin had written that if the 
alliance took on Eastern Euro- 


pean members, it would pro- 
voke an adverse reaction from 
the public and from others in 
Russia. 

But. if the reasons for the 
letter were clear, the sources 
said the proposals themselves 
were puzzling. 

Mr. Yeltsin said the interna- 
tional agreement that paved 
the way for German unifica- 
tion in 1990 legally ruled out 
further expansion of NATO, 
although that agreement con- 
tains no explicit reference to 
the issue. 

“I know why he's saying all 
of this but I don't see the point 
of his proposals,” said one 
alliance source. * 

“They'll upset the Eastern 
Europeans and I can't see 
NATO joining with Russia to 
give security guarantees.'* 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev said in a 
magazine interview published 
Thursday that NATO should 
expand its links with his coun- 
try's armed forces. 

“That would be much more 
important foT the security of 
Europe than a hasty expansion 
of NATO to include Poland or 
Hungary.” he said. 

“Russia must not be iso- 
lated. The goal must be to 
integrate Russia into the inter- 
national community.” 

But Mr. Yeltsin's proposals 
are likely to have a major 
influence on the debate within 
NATO on how far to open up 
for new members. Diplomats 
said the alliance would have to 
proceed more cautiously now 
than some member nations 
such as Germany want. 

Ironically. Mr. Yeltsin him- 
self put the issue on the agenda 
when he said last month on a 
visit to Warsaw that it was 
entirely up to Poland to decide 
whether it wanted to join 
NATO. 


The remarks sparked a de- 
bate in NATO about whether 


it should now accept Moscow's 
former satellites, because the 
alliance presumed that Russia 
no longer had a problem with 
it. 

Since the end of the cold 
war, NATO has refused to 
consider extending its security 
guarantees to others and has 
instead set up a “cooperation 
council” which provides di- 
plomatic links with its former 
Warsaw Pact enemies. 

Now. NATO faces a major 
predicament. 

It has always said it wanted 
to expand links with Russia 
and involve it fully in security 
issues but that Moscow should 
not have an effective veto on 
who joins. 

Germany confirmed Friday 
President Yeltsin had written 
to NATO about its planned 
Eastward expansion, but said 
Bonn saw it as an offer of 


cooperation rather than a re- 
buff to efforts to extend the 


bloc. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
spokesman played down state- 
ments by diplomats in other 
NATO capitals who said Mr. 
Yeltsin's letter to Western 
leaders was a warning. 

“The letter is there, but I do 
not believe it is explosive, 1 ' 
spokesman Norbert Schaefer 
told Reuters. 

“Ir is. not a rebuff, it is an 
offer of cooperation,” he 
added of the letter delivered 
this week to the United States, 
Britain, France and Germany. 

Mr. Kohl and Defence 
Minister Volker Ruehe have 
pressed for NATO to take in 
former Warsaw Pact enemies, 
a drive that gained momentum 
after Mr. Yeltsin in Warsaw 
last month said Poland was 
free to join the Western 
alliance. 


Mr. Schaefer said the letter 
was being reviewed by Bonn's 
Foreign and Defence Minis- 
tries as part of preparations for 
the January summit. 

The leader of Poland's for- 
mer Communists, who won 
most votes in last week's elec- 
tions, accused Russia Friday of 
sending confusing signals over 
NATO membership for East 
European nations. 

Aleksander Kwasniewski, 
head of the Democratic Left 
Alliance (SLD), said President 
Yeltsin had apparently 
changed his mind after earlier 
deciding to present no obsta- 
cles to Poland's possible mem- 
bership in tbe alliance. 

“I am annoyed by this,” Mr. 
Kwasniewski said in a radio 
interview. “There is nothing 
worse in politics than lack of 
consistency." 

Russia's Defence Minister 
has told Hungary it would be 
unfortunate if former Warsaw 
Pact states joined NATO soon 
because this would isolate 
Moscow, Hungary's official 
MT1 news agency reported Fri- 
day. 

In a dispatch from Moscow, 
it quoted Hungarian Defence 
Minister Lajos Fur as saying 
Russian Defence Minister 
Pavel Grachev had told him 
this during talks Thursday. 

“It would be unfortunate if 
the former Warsaw Pact states 
joined NATO in the near fu- 
ture because this step would 
relegate Russia to a much 
more isolated situation”. Mr. 
Grachev told Mr. Fur in Mos- 
cow, the agency said. 

“The Hungarian Minister 
ueted Mr. Grachev as saying 
at in the long term, if NATO 
is expanded and Russia also 
joins it, his country would not 
oppose the admission of the 
East Central European 
states,” it added. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Police stop Nigerian protest 


LAGOS (R) — Lagos police fired teargas and arrested 39 
pro-democracy activists, including their leader Beko 
Ransome-Kuti, Friday to prevent a rally to demand- the 
restoration of full democracy in Nigeria, witnesses said. 
Protesters tried to gather In the Lagos district of Yaba for a 
rally to mark tbe end of a -three-day protest to force thd 
military-appointed interim government to cede power to the 
winder of an annulled Jane presidential'election. “The police 
shot teargas. They used horse whips on people. They marched 
in column formation, sending everybody off the road,” Owei 
Lakemsa, an official of the Campaign for Democracy (CD) 
umbrella group, told Reuters. “In all 39 people were* 
arrested.” Mr. Lakemsa said those arrested included CD 
Chairman Ransome-Kuti, House of Representatives Member 
Tokombo Afikuyomi and Fredrick Fafehun, a former pres- 
idential hopeful of the Social Democratic Party (SDP). 


Death toll rises in Sri Lanka fighting 


COLOMBO (R) — The death toll after four days of fierce* 
fighting in a major government offensive into Sri Lanka's 
rebel-held northern Jaffna peninsula has risen to nearly 400, 
military sources said Friday. They said about 130 troops, 200 
Tamil rebels and 40 civilians had been killed in the fighting. 
The air force continued to bomb rebel positions and helicopter 
gunships strafed targets under heavy resistance from the 
rebels. Troops began advancing again Friday morning soon 
after dawn but found the going difficult as they were attacked 
from all sides by rebels entrenched there. The sources said 
troops had been unable to advance very far Friday in the face 
of heavy mortar fire across open plains but the operation was 
continuing. A Defence Ministry statement said 200 rebels, 
including nine area leaders, and 114 soldiers had been killed in 
three days of heavy fighting, and 248 soldiers wounded. 


Killers spurn S. Africa’s peace month 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — South Africa's men of violence 
spumed the nation's first peace month, killing at least 470 
people in September. “If the intention of peace month was to 
curb the killings, then it has failed.” Safoora Sadek, national 
director of the watchdog Human Rights Commission told 
Reuters Friday. In the final 24 hours of peace month, a black 
couple were shot dead and their seven-year-old son was 
wounded by a gunman who burst into their Brakpan home, 
east of Johannesburg. Two white Johannesburg men were shot 
dead by killers who made no attempt to steal their car or 
belongings. A black train commuter was killed in Soweto. 
Police have so far made no arrests. The only day the month's 
slaughter slowed was on Peace Day, on Sept. 2, when South 
Africans of all races held hands and prayed for an end to the 
killing. Meanwhile Siskei prosecutor Willem Jurgens said 
Thursday the military ruler of the homeland. Brigadier Oupa 
Gqozo, will face charges of murder relating to the killing of 
rebel Charles Sebe. “I received the review papers this 
morning. I have read them.... I have decided it doesn't change 
by opinion and I will be proceeding to prosecute Brigadier 
Gqozo on a charge of murder...,” Mr. Jurgens told Reuters by 
telephone from the homeland’s capital Btsho. Mr. Jurgens is 
an independent-minded official whose position predates the 
March 1990 coup in which Gen. Gqozo seized power. 


Brushfire rages on in California 


SANTA YNEZ. California (R) — Weary fire crews chased a 
raging wildfire away from ranches owned by Michael Jackson 
and other celebrities Thursday but the blaze grew to 32,000 
acres as it roared into a remote mountain wilderness. 
Firefighters were beginning to get the upper hand on the fire, 
which was 35 per cent contianed, but there was no word on 
when they might bring it fully under control. “We’re malting 
progress," said a spokesman for the U.S. Forestry Service. 
More than 3.200 firefighters were battling the brushfire in the 
Los Padres National Forest, an area about 100 miles northwest 
of Los Angeles where a number of Hollywood stars keep 
homes and ranches. Firefighters were successful over night in 
erecting firebreaks to steer tbe flames away from Santa Ynez, 
the site of Jackson’s Neverland Ranch and other celebrity' 
estates. "The closest one would be Michael Jackson’s place 
and the fire was about three miles away,” said forestry 
spokesman Manuel Madrigal. “We understand they did 
evacuate some of his animals, horses and whatever he had 
there.” Actress Bo Derek helped Hollywood columnist Rona 
Barrett secure her horses as the smoke and flames became 
visible at their properties. 


Croats expel refugees from 
Mostar; kill 2 — U.N. 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
Croat forces shot dead two 
Muslim refugees in a group of 
nearly 400 they expelled under 
fire from the disputed Bosnian 
dty of Mostar, a United Na- 
tions military spokesman said 
nFriday. 

According to reports from 
U.N. military observers, 374 
old people, women and chil- 
dren were made to walk across 
the frontline to the Muslim 
enclave on east bank of tbe 
River Neretva". 

« “It is reported that HVO 
(Bosnia Croat) troops fired at 
them as they left the HVO 
lines and two were killed,'’ 
spokesman Colonel Bill Aik- 
man told reporters. 

The HVO and the Muslims 
have been battling for control 
of Mostar since their alliance 
against the Serbs broke down 
earlier this year and turned 
into a scramble for territory 
ahead of a possible peace set- 
tlement. * 

The commander of the Bos- 
nian army, Rasim Delic, 
Thursday declared a unilateral 
ceasefire in Mostar, which lies 
halfway between Sarajevo and 
the Adriatic coast, and in other 
areas of Bosnia where his 
forces are confronting the 
Croats. 

Col. Aikman said the cease- 


fire appeared to be bolding so 
far, although the Muslim part 
of Mostar was hit by 18 shells 
before the truce came into 
force. 

Col. Aikman also reported 
the Croat section on the west 
side of town came under fire 
-during the day, although this 
time U.N. troops in the area 
believed the shooting was car- 
ried out by Serb gunners 


Mostar stands astride the 
main supply route for U.N. 
convoys setting off from the 
coast to central Bosnia, but the 
.route has been blocked for 
some months by HVO check- 
points and a blown-up bridge a 
short distance to the north at 
Bijela. 

Col. Aikman said the U.N. 
had tried to persuade the HVO 
to allow a repair mission 
through to the bridge, but they 
had been denied access. 


“They regard that bridge as 
strategically significant. It 
would be the road by which the 
BH (Bosnian) army would 
bring in supplies and reinforce- 
ments to Mostar’s eastern side 
if that road were fixed and that 
bridge were fixed,” Col. Aik- 
man said. 

“They are not going to let it 
be rebuilt. It’s as simple as 
that.” 


fight pockets 
of Georgian 
resistance 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Separat- 
ist rebels battled government 
forces in the mountains of east- 
ern Abkhazia Friday, cleaning 
up the last pockets of Georgian 
resistance in the breakaway 
region, ITAR-TASS reported. 

The Abkhazian forces, who 
gained control Thursday of the 
last two Georgian-held towns 
in the region, Ochamchire and 
Gali, advanced Friday towards 
the Inguri River, which forms 
the border between Abkhazia 
and western Georgia, military 
leaders of the separatist forces 
told the Russian news agency. 

The Georgian News Agency 
Iprinda reported that govern- 
ment units were surrounded in 
the mountains near the region- 
al capital Sukhumi, which foil 
to separatists Monday, and 
outside Ochamchire and that 
close-quarters fighting Friday 
was intense. 

Iprinda quoted hospital 
sources as saying 744 wounded 
Georgian soldiers had been 
admitted for treatment in re- 
cent days and more were ex- 
pected. 

This week's string of battle- 
field victories have left the 
separatists in control of more 
than 80 per cent of Abkhazia, 
which before the war had a 
population of 80,000 ethnic 
Abkhazians and 250,000 Geor- 


Two Georgian soldiers carry their guns as they participate in a 
rally in which hundreds oT people demanded the resignation of 
Georgian leader Eduard Shevardnadze and his replacement by 
former Georgian President Zviad Gamsakhnrdia (AFP photo) 
region as definitively lost since Meanwhile, a helicopter 


gians. . 

Dzhaba Iosseliani, a dose 
aide to Georgian President 
Eduard Shevardnadze, said 
Georgia had to consider the 


it could not cake on Russia 
which he said bad master- 
minded the separatists' cam- 
paign. 

“We will not recover 
Abkhazia, whose occupation 
had been planned by Russia,” 
said the bead of the Georgian 
Armed Forces. He added that 
Georgia “does not have the 
means ro fight Russia." 

The separatist authorities, 
led by Vldislav Ardzinba. said 
Friday they had begun to res- 
tore transportation in Sukhumi 
and that business activity was 
picking up. 

The government of Geor- 
gian President Eduard She- 
vardnadze was meanwhile 
struggling with an influx of 
refugees fleeing Abkhazia. 


flying to pick up refugees in 
Georgia’s separatist region .of 
Abkhazia CTasbed in bad 
weather killing about six peo- 
ple on board, the Interior 
Ministry said. 

A ministry statement said 
the civil aircraft had been on its. 
way to evacuate some of the 
tens of thousands of refugees 
displaced by the fighting in the 
region. 

The statement said the heli- 
copter had been flying to the 
mountain town of Sakeni when 
it came down Thursday 
evening. • 

It did not specify the type of 
aircraft involved in the mishap, 
but said about six people were 
on board, including the heli- 
copter's crew. 


: Pyongyang remains a threat 


SEOUL (Agencies) — South 
Korean President Kim Young- 
Sam said Friday that Seoul 
must keep its guard up because 
North Korea — especially in 
nuclear weapons — continues 
to build its military strength. 

“In spite of severe food 
shortages. North Korea is 
further building up its military 
muscle and has recently added 
again to the concentration of 
troops and arms along their 
side of the demilitarised zone,” 
Mr. Kim said in his address on 
the 45th Armed Forces Day. 

“North Korea has a strong 
obsession with developing nuc- 
lear weapons. We ask- - the 


North this question: At whom 
are the nuclear bombs and 
missiles aimed,” he said. 

“We ourselves must protect 
our own national security. We 
need strength to maintain 
peace and preserve our nation- 
al integrity.” 

Tension continues to exist 
between the two Koreas be- 
cause South Korea and West- 
ern allies suspect the North of 
conducting a secret nuclear 
arms programme at a complex 
at Yongbyon, 100 kilometres 
north of the capital Pyon- 
gyang. The she is believed to 
be a nuclear waste store for 
weapons-grade uranium; •*- 


“Despite the fact that the 
rest of the world is headed 
toward reconciliation and 
peace, the Korean peninsula 
still remains the only remnant 
of the cold war,” Mr. Kim told 
the nation in a television 
speech. 


The two Koreas remain 
technically at war since the 
1950-53 Korean war. 


South Korea opposes im- 
mediate international sanc- 
tions against North Korea over 
its nuclear weapons program- 
me despite mounting calls to 
do so, Seoul’s foreign minister 
was quoted as saying Friday. 


Yeltsin trip to Japan is shortened 


TOKYO (AFP) — The 
Japanese government officially 
announced Friday that Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin would 
make his first visit to Japan, 
but disclosed that the stay 
would be less than 48 hours. At 
Russian request. 


And Foreign Minister Tsuto- 
mu Hata indicated he was pes- 
simistic that the long-awaited 
visit would make any headway 
on the issue dogging Russian- 
Japanese relations — the fu- 
ture of four small islands held 
by Moscow's troops since the 
end of World War II. 


the President and Mrs. Yeltsin, 
which will further strengthen 
the friendly relations existing 
between Japan and the Rus- 
sian Federation.” it said. 

He will have several meet- 
ings with Prime Minister Mori- 
hiro Hosokawa and an 
audience with Emperor Alrihi- 
to. Talks with business leaders 
have been scheduled, as well as 


chain winch were seized by 
Stalin in the last days of World 
iWar n, analysts said. 

Foreign Minister Hata, 
quoted by the Japanese news 
agency Kyodo, stressed that 
Japan had made its “assertion” 
over the disputed islands: 
Kunashir. Iturup, Sbikotan 
and Habomai group. 


an official dinner. 


Mr. Yeltsin, initially sche- 
duled to stay three days, will 
arrive on the evening of Oct. 
11 and leave on the afternoon 
on Oct. 13, according toj the 
schedule published by the 
Foreign Ministry. 

"The government of Japan 
sincerely welcomes the visit of 


Mr. Yeltsin has twice tried 
to visit Japan but on each 
occasion has bad to cancel. 
Japanese officials have been 
somewhat skeptical that the 
latest attempt will succeed, 
given Mr. Yeltsin’s battle for 
Russia's political future with 
diehard conservatives in the 
Russian parliament. 

If the upcoming visit does go 
ahead, it will be a delicate 
exercise for Mr. Yeltsin, given 
the continuing dispute with 
Japan over islands in the Kuril 


"But Russia faces difficult 
realities and its domestic situa- 
tion may not allow progress” 
oh die issue, he said. 

Even so, more than a dozen 
accords would be signed during 
Mr. Yeltsin's visit, mdnding an 
agreement confirming Japan’s 
help to dismantle tbe former 
Soviet nuclear arsenal, Jiji 
Press said. 


Japan and Russia would also 
issue a joint statement calling 
on North Korea to end its 
reported military nuclear prog- 
ramme, it said. 


Internal battle over, U.K. Labour eyes power 


BRIGHTON, England (R) — 
Britain’s opposition Labour 
Party, fresh from a narrow 
vote curbing influence of trade ' 
unions, bas sought to put inter- 
nal battles behind it and focus 
on winning the next election. 

Home affairs spokesman 
Tony Blair, echoing a wide- 
spread feeling of relief among 
tbe party hierarchy, said: “I 
think the wounds will heal 
pretty quickly. I think this 
allows the Labour Party to 
unite behind a strong and de- 
termined leader.” 


The party's annual confer- 
ence in this southern coastal 


Fesort voted by 47.5 per cent to 
44.4 Wednesday to end the 
union block vote in the selec- 
tion of parliamentary candi- 
dates and replace it with one 
member, one vote. 

With undisguised glee, party 
leader John Smith said after- 
wards: “I believe the tide of 
opinion is running in our 
favour." 

Mr. Smith had staked his 
authority on the reform, 
arguing that the image of a 
party dominated by unions 
for a century had contributed 
to Labour's defeat in the past 
four elections. 

"Now we can put constitu- 
tional matters aside and get on 
with tbe major issues of getting 
full employment, improving 
social services, fighting against 
VAT (value added tax) in- 
creases and preparing for vic- 
tory in tile next election.” 

Although a general election' 


is not due for more than three 
years, many political analysts 
believe Labour has been too 
absorbed with internal differ- 
ences to capitalise on the prob- 
lems of a Conservative govern- 
ment tom by disunity and lur- 
ching from crisis to crisis. 

Prime Minister John Major, 
who could face a rough ride 
from dissidents at his own par- 
ty conference next week, was 
predictably quick to pour scorn 
on Mr. Smith's victory. 

Mr. Major said: "It's policy 
that people care about and as 
far as policy is concerned the 
unions are still calling the tune 
and John Smith is receiving the 
message on his knees.” 

The knife-edge vote was a 
symbolic triumph for Smith 
over the unions who will still 
wield power at policy-making 
conferences and on the ruling 
National Executive Commit- 
tee. 

The outcome was in doubt 
until the last moment when 
one big union decided to ab- 
stain and party transport 
spokesman John Prescott — a 
man respected in the trade 
union movement — electrified 
the conference with a rumbus- 
tious speech of support for Mr. 
Smith's proposals. 

Senior party officials were 
delighted with the result, 
arguing that a 'defeat would 
have wounded Mr. Smith and 
left him as a lame duck leader. 
“This will put the issue behind 
us,” said- Labour trade and 
industry spokesman Robin 


COok. 

Mr. Major’s government has 
been buffeted by a series of 


crises since winning last year's 
i, fa 


general election, facing min- 
isterial resignations, party 
mutinies over the European 
Community, the longest reces- 
sion for more than half a cen- 
tury and a series of - policy 
U-turns. 

Critics say Mr. Smith, a 
Scottish barrister who is a crisp 
and effective parliamentarian, 
has still not come up with solid 
alternative strategies for deal- 
ing with the economic and so- 
cial problems of a country 
where one in 10 workers are 
jobless, rising crime is a major 
concern and disillusionment 
with politicians is widespread. 

Mr. Smith, chief moderniser 
in the battle with the tradi- 
tionalists, sees the need to 
forge a party in the social 
democratic mould that could 
win over middle class voters in 
the next electron, due in 1997. 

With Wednesday's drama 
behind them, the 1,500 dele- 
gates turned to more routine 
business Thursday with de- 
bates on foreign policy, de- 
fence and constitutional 
affairs. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Major will 
place his future as British 
prime minister in the hands of 
Conservative activists from 
across the country, tbe people 
he believes understand him 
best, at his party's annual con- 
ference in Blackpool next 
week. 


Mr. Major and party offi- 
cials believe four days of de- 
bate will show he remains in 
control of government policy 
and confirm he is the man to 
lead the Conservatives into the 
next election. 

But if Mr. Major fails to 
rouse the 5,000 delegates, his 
days could well be numbered 
and the turmoil in his party, 
which has sent its popularity 
into a tailspin, would be set to 
continue. 

“The mood is obviously one 
of concern but the overwhelm- 
ing majority of the party is 
extremely keen for the confer-" 
ence to succeed.” said one 
party official. “I believe if we 
collectively do our bit it will 
ail go down very well.” 

Conservative conferences 
are usually no more than a 
rally where ministers are 
cheered and debates sporadi- 
cally interrupt drinks parties 
and meetings with old friends. 

But this year the largely mid- 
dle class delegates meet in an 
atmosphere of gloom and an- 
ger at the government's per- 
ceived incompetence, caused 
by 18 months of disaster since 
the party won its fourth succes- 
sive election in April 1992. 

The Conservatives are still 
trying to patch up divisions 
over Mr. Major's desire for 
closer ties with Europe, which 
caused probably the biggest 
split in the party for more than 
20 years. 

Labour leads the govern- 
ment by 15 points in opinion 


polls. 

Centrist Liberal Democrats 
have proved their growing in- 
fluence by winning two par- 
liamentary by-elections this 
year, and they talk of crushing 
the Conservatives in the pivot- 
al south of England at the next 
election, due by mid-1997. 

Lack of leadership is the 
most common complaint about 
the government. Mr. Major is 
rated indecisive and the most 
unpopular prime minister of 
modem times by the general 
public. 

His cause has been 
weakened by sniping from 
anti-Europe right-wingers, a 
battering from newspapers 
normally loyal to the Con- 
servatives and an impressive 
performance by Chancellor of 
the Exchequer Kenneth 
Darke, seen by many as the 
next party leader. 


There was better news for 
Mr. Major in British newspap- 
ers Friday, with the Daily Tele- 
graph saying former Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher 
had agreed to help prevent a 
leadership challenge later this 
year and to join official party 
fund-raising efforts. 

The Telegraph and the 
Times also reported that two 
key right-wing Conservative 
members of parliament who 
have been critical of Mr. Major 
had decided to give him a final 
chance to reshape his image 
and reassert his authority over 
the party. 


amusement park; 


PEKING <R) — China 
opened an amusement parfc<‘ .. v- - ' 
based on the precepts offo; 
ancient philosopher Coufacas- ! 1 
whose stria teachings eonX>;%.- 
trated on theories ofpersohai- - 
responsibility and official be-V. 
nevcrfence. The Uuyi Part? j n * 
Confucius’ home- city of Oofa V - : 
in northern Shandong [ 
boasts six sections: “TraditiJ 


al rites, music, shooting, dtiy( ; ; «.\- 
ing, reading and calculation,”:- 


the official Xinhua^ Nekvs'.: 

Agency said. “Visitors tap-, - . 
drive cattle carts to remoter "' 
the experiences of Confuciui in , " 
his travels. In the shooting.- 
section, visitors can rideka . fc*3 
horseback in primitive for^sj^f*' ‘ 
to hunt. In the music section, . - . 
visitors can enjoy ancient;. 

Chinese music,” the ageicy ! 
said. “The new sightsee w7 ■ £'“ 
spots and ancient-style dan 1 " 
add greatly to the appeal of 
ongoing '93 International C 
fucius Cultural Festival,”!. 

Xinhua said. Confucius, waifl. 
lived between 551-479 B.C.j k.Y*- 
credited with establishing {ht - - 1 
philosophical basis of the tn&fi-’ 
tional Chinese state. The influ- . ^ : 

ence of his teachings has been*?3 * ,1 ‘ ‘ 
widely felt throughout Asia flw 
he was vilified by Chin£V> " 
Communist -Party in a cam--,, 
paign in the early 1970s. » * 


r*i AC 2 * 




Mind your 
language, new 
EC MPs told 


BRUSSELS (R) — The Eufov '. ! 
pean Parliament began . . 
second day of its first ses&iorj in- ;; 
its ultra-modern Brussels ho{nev ' 
with a touch of !>,.guistic Iron 1 • - - 

ble. One of the members got! . 

bis feet to take part in a debate- ' . '. 
on development cooperatijor 7 
only to be told the interpreter -• " 


were not authorised to pass hi. ^ 


words of wisdom on to JiL&St&GGSt 
colleagues because he wai 
speaking a non-Eurcpear.;."- 
Community language. “YJai-.cr 
are speaking Galician whic^b .vu - 
not one of the nine offiaa;r-.'."' 
languages. Please stop," , :. 
liament President Egjar& 4 " v * 
Klepsch said. Galician is - - 

to Portuguese and is spoken ir- : ■ 
the Spanish autonomous le — • • 
gion of Galicia. Hie hurab(ec . _ - 

member continued his speacf 
in an authorised language.’ 7.- 


English judges . j . 
to retain tradition?!, 
wigs « 


LONDON (R) — England’s 
fibers y>C 


GCREN E 


judges and other mem—.., ^ 

the legal profession will be-,*..',;", 
keeping their traditional horse- 
hair wigs, which date back *tc 
the 18th century, the country" ' 
chief justices said. In a jowl 
statement the lord chancellor. 

Lord MacKay. and the lqra;.- f _ 
chief justice. Lord Taylor, said_ . . . 

consultations on whether ie* 
abolish the tradition h&d.*> . 
shown “strong support fore ’ 
maintaining tbe status quo.'" 

Lord Taylor, who was perso- 
nally in favour of abolishing 
the wigs, said, *‘I have, 
accepted the strength of feeling c. ."* ‘ 
among the public, court usdrc- - 
and judges as shown by tjxe 
recent consultation exercise! • 
that traditional dress should 
remain." Reform of the dnjst’ 
code forjudges had been urgfdj' - _ 
by several leading members 
the profession in an attempt ig ’ 
make the judiciary more “usjjn .; t 
friendly" and less intimidating.' 

The joint statement said 
organisations and individuals 
had responded to the consulta- 
tion process. For daily coarl 
dress, 67 per cent were 5n... 
favour of retaining the presdii^' 
form. Only 15 per cent wanted'': 
to abolish all aspects of the 
dress. 


p 0RR 


Tel: 6 


Writer apologises j 
for book on 
Filipino virgins 



MANILA (R) — An Austja-. 
lian author has apolo gis ed Tty 
Filipinos for a book which;’: 
caused a storm in Manila by r -i; 
describing how to obtain virgin • 
wives and husbands from t^e'-v -- . _ 
Philippines. “It was not 
intention to upset any citizen, 
of your country,” author K£i- ' 
neth Morgan, from — eJ 
in a letter to the 




Penh, s^kls^^ 

... - ■ — «. w uic Philippine Vfjr- 
embassy in Australia. A cofty-. 
of the letter was released J,o* • 
reporters in Manila. “I hereby;.. ’ s -5l 
unreservedly apologise to the - „ 
Filipino people for any buri V 
have unintentionally caused^”, 
said the 64-year-old author toft- | 
the book “War Of The Sexes 
Tbe Philippine Congress tfes 1 . 
bemi debating how to Stop tne3 
trafficking of Filipino women’Jsjr t 
for alleged prostitution in 
°^ ier Asran countries 
and Europe. Congresswoman 
Andrea Domingo denounced 
the book in May as degrading 
to Filipinos for telling readers 
how to find Filipino men and 
women and the costs of bring- 
ing them to Australia. “I aim. 
not ordering any more copiesj 
of the book to be printed in , 
Australia or elsewhere,” Mr. f 
Morgan, who is married to a 
Filipino, was quoted as saying. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Becker sees new life after baby 

SYDNEY (AFP^ — Triple 'Wimbledon champion Boris 
Bedcer is expecting major changes in his life, including less 
tennis, with the birth of his first child due in .January. The 
p** w* 80 jtoi is here to prepare for next week's Australian 
Indoor Championships and* spoke of the decisions that 
confront him in the coming months. “I haven’t made np my 
mind about (playing) the Davis Cup (in the future), but I 
®° n t_.bc down for the Australian Open as my fiancee, 
Barbara, win be expecting our first child then,” Becker said 
™*y- “I don’t know bow I will handle the situation. It’s 
obnously going to change my life very much. “It probably will 
anect the number of tournaments I will play in, but it’s the 
**8g®sttiirill of my life so far.” Becker confirmed earlier this 
week mat he would stand by his controversial decision not to 
pay this year’s Davis Cup competition despite Germany 
reaching the final against Australia with a 5-0 drubbing of 
Sweden. 

Fendlck, Martinez struggle through 

LEIP ZIG, Germany (AP) — Patty Fen dick of the United 
Stales and Spain’s Condrita Martinez struggled to win 
Thursday, advancing to the quarterfinals at the Volicswagen 
Card Cup. Germany's Barbara Rittner, who ousted Stepbane 
Rattier of the Netherlands 6-2, 6-3, was the only unseeded 
player to survive among the final eight players. She will face 
Austria's Judith Wiesner, a 2-6, 7-5, 6-4 winner over Andrea 
Stmadova of the Czech Republic. But Martinez, ranked fifth 
in the world, needed cme hour, 45 minutes to ontbattle 
Germany's Marketa Kocfata, 3-6, 6-4, 6-2. Kochta is ranked 
113. 

‘Fortune’ withdraws from Whitbread race 

LONDON (R) — A broken mizzeu mast has forced the 
withdrawal of the Spanish yacht *Fortnna* from the annual 
Whitbread Round the World Race, the organisers said 
Thursday. ‘Fortuna’, skippered by Englishman Lawrie Smith, 
is beading for the southern English port city of Southampton, 
where 14 yachts set out from last Saturday on the 32,000-mile 
race expected to take about nine months. The damaged yacht, 
which is due to arrive in Southampton early next week, lost its 
ndzzefl mast just 24 hours into the race but decided late 
Wednesday to tnm bade, the Whitbread organisers said in a 
statement. Leading die field on the 6,000-nme first leg of the 
race across the Atlantic to Punte Del Este, Uruguay, is the 
yacht ‘Tokio,’ a joint Japanese-New Zealand entry. The 
organisers said that with just over 4,800 miles to go, the New 
Zealand yacht 'Endeavour' was in second place, 'Winston’ of 
the United States was third with 'Yamaha' of New Zealand 
fourth and the Spanish yacht 'Galicia 93 Pescanova’ fifth. 

McCoist boost for Rangers 

GLASGOW (AFP) — Ally McCoist, Scottish football's 
leading scorer last season, is ready to return for Rangers at 
Raith Saturday and so provide a welcome boost for the 
beleaguered champions. Knocked out of die European Cup in 
midweek, they have taken just nine points from their first 
eight games without dm considerable services of McCoist, who 
Ins been sidelined for five months with a broken leg. The 
31-year-old Scottish international has made just one reserve 
outing since his injury, but is considered fit enough to face 
Raith. He is set to team up again with Mark Hateley, bnt three 
other Scottish internationals — left-back David Robertson, 
midfielder Stuart McCall and centre-back Dave Mcpberson — 
are unlikely starters through injury. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITHOMM SHARIF 
a TAMHAH HtRSCM 

C19B2 Tlt>M IMM Sunless, 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1- — Both vu lne rable , as South 
you hold: 

*084 VK9542 08 *8752 

The bid din g has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 0 Pass 1 Pass 

3* Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Qi — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*A98 7A9 0KQ92 *Q1082 
partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump. What do you respond? 

Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*K9 <?AJ10 0KQ87 +AKJ3 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
2 NT* Pass 4 NT Pass 
7 

*-20-22 HCP 


What action do you take? 

Q.4 — -Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AQJ104 S77632 0J64 *6 
The bidding baB jnQceedech- 
North East Sooth West 

1 0 Pass 1 * Pm 

2 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

*KQ5 *7878 09643 *A72 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦AQJ986 9KQI0 0J8 *AJ 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
dub. What do you respond? 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished, 1st floor apartment with 3 bedrooms. 
Tel., central heating. JabaJ Amman, Fourth Circle. 

Tel: 612721-613932 


*.r 
'r> * 


Location: Arjan, near the Cultural Sport Compound (Com- 
plex) of Greater Amman Municipality. 

1 . Eastern apt consisting of three bedrooms, two bath- 
rooms, spacious salon, big veranda, a kitchen with 
veranda 

2. Western apt consisting of three bedrooms, three bath- 
rooms, salon, living room, big veranda and a kitchen. 

Area of each apartment 171 square metres. Separate central 
heating, telephone line, and a lift 

Pis. call tel. 6814S5 


KEEP THIS NO. 822150 
To the western parts of Amman. ■ 

• For house maintenance of all types 

• For installing curtains •Painting 
houses • Decore works • Professional 
movers. ; 

Just ask for Peter, TeJ, 822150 



Martina Navratilova wffl lave her eyes set on a record 10th Wimbledon title 

Navratilova to quit in a year 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Amer- 
ican tennis star Martina Navra- 
tilova announced she will play 
singles for just one more year. . 

Navratilova went public with 
her decision while promoting 
the Virginia Slims Cham- 
pionships, in which she com- 
petes between November 15 
and 21 at Madison Square Gar- 
den. 

The 36-year-old winner of 18 
Grand Slam singles titles and 
arguably the greatest female 
player ever said she had no 
intention of playing singles 
part-time. But she intends to 
continue her doubles career. 


Her retirement will be the 
end of an incredible era since 
her first major win at Wimble- 
don in 1978. 

The world’s third ranked 
player bas won 165 singles ti- 
tles, but only four this year. 

She has not won a Grand 
Slam title in three years, when 
she picked up her ninth Wimb- 
ledon crown against surprise 
finalist Zui « Garrison. 

"Chances are next year will 
be my last year playing full- 
time," she said after losing the 
Virginia Slims Championships 
final to Monica Seles last 
November. Now, she 


apparently has pushed back 
her timetable another year. 

It could be said the Czech- 
born player pushed the 
women’s game to higher levels 
during the last 15 years with 
her strict diet and rigorous 
training schedules. 

Her professionalism and de- 
dication, plus a natural attack- 
ing serve-volley style, have 
brought her a haul of titles 
which few will ever equal. 

Navratilova has won Wimb- 
ledon nine times, the U.S. 
Open four times, the Austra- 
lian Open three times and the 
French Open twice. 


Top fillies 
well drawn 
in Arc field 

PARIS (R) — Top fillies had 
the hick of the araw Friday 
when final runners and riders 
were announced for Sunday's 
Prix De L’arc De Triomphe, 

Low numbers are generally 
considered best, especially in 
heavy .ground, for the 12- 
furlong (2.4-km) test and pre- 
race favourite Wemyss Bight 
was drawn four of the 23 run- 
ners.-. . ... 

Wemyss Bight, one of four J 
runners for top French trainer " 
Andre Fabre, will have the 
assistance of Pat Eddery. 

Successful in the Irish Oaks, 
Wemyss Bight bas been quoted 
4-1 favourite with French Der- 
by winner Hernando, the 
mount of Cash Asmussen, but 
less well drawn at 13. 

French Oaks winner Shema- 
ka, owned by the Aga Khan, 
was d^awn three with last 
year's Arc runner-up User 
Friendly, another filly, mi the 
rails in stall one. 

Aimiger, second in the En- 
glish St Leger to Bob’s Return, 
was drawn two rgith French 
longshot Dandenne at five and 
Bright Moon, another runner 
for Fabre, at ax. 


Short cheered by 
successful defence 


LONDON (R) — Briton Nigel 
Short accomplished his goal of 
consolidating his defences, 
gaining a valuable draw with 
the black pieces in game 11 of 
his world title chess challenge 
against Garry Kasparov Thurs- 
day. 

Short, 28, was in buoyant 
mood at a post-game news 
. conference, answering ques- 
tions openly and with good 
humour. 

Kasparov, 30, was subdued 
after iiis first poor performance 
with the usually deadly advan- 
tage of the fust move, and said 
that be had overestimated his 
chances, spoiling a good posi- 
tion by insufficiently subtle 
play. 

For the first time in the 
24-game series Short had 
pressed for a win when playing ■ 
black, gradually outplaying the 
champion from an apparently 
passive position. 

Short, who forced Kasparov 
into time pressure, admitted 
that he had tried to speed up 
his play. “It is not so easy with 
such complicated games. You 
have to find a good rhythm, 
but yes, it was a conscious 
decision (to speed up)," Short 
said. 

Asked to comment on the 


fact that their official numeric- 
al rankings predicted an 8-3 
advantage to Kasparov — the 
current score in the match — 
Short poke d fun at world chess 
body FIDE. 

“1 believe the expected score 
is 5 Vi to 5 Vi since we have the 
same rating — zero." Short 
joked, a reference to the fact 
that FIDE stripped both play- 
ers of their rankings as part of 
the dispute that led the players 
to form the breakaway Profes- 
sional Chess Association 
(PCA). 

Short insisted he was not 
feeling the ill effects of the 
gruelling marathon match, 
which basbeen unusually hard- 
fought. 

“I feel fine. It is a tough 
match, a long match and of 
course quite exhausting, but I 
am absolutely OK," Short 
said. 


Lewis -Bruno: The bout Britain 
has dreamed of for a century 


CARDIFF, Wales (AP) — It 
sounds like purf fiction Tvro 
British boxers fighting for the 
World Heavyweight Tide at a 
rugby stadium in Wales. 

It doesn't matter that one of 
them, Lennox Lewis was 
raised in Canada and fought z-s 
a Canadian when he won an 
Olympic gold medal. 

He called himself a Bril 
when the World Boxing Coun- 
cil handed him their title. And 
be was British when he de- 
fended it against Tony Tucker 
in May 

Early Saturday, he comes up 
Inst another London-born 
_ ter, Frank Bnino, for a 
fight Britain has dreamed of 
for a century. 

Some 30,000 British fight 
fans wifi be at Cardiff Arms 
Park for a 1 am showdown, 
scheduled so late so that HBO 
can televise it at a popular hour 
on the east coast of die United 
States. 

In Britain, the fight is tech- 
nically on Saturday, states-side 


it's Friday night. 

It’s third time lucky for Bru- 
no, a 31-year-old comparative 
veteiran who will be in his 40th 
pro fight. Two of his three 
defeats were in world tide 
fights against Tim With- 
erspoon, an 11th round knock- 
out in 1986, and against Mike 
Tyson, a fifth round knockout 
in 1989. 

He has a big right hand 
capable of knocking out any- 
one in the world. Bui his lack 
of mobility and suspect’ chin 
make him an ideal target for 
die unbeaten Lewis. 

Bruno has recently been re- 
ceiving fitness training from 
keith Morton and calls him his 
conditioning “guru.” It will not 
be lost on Lewis that Morton is 
a national Karate champion. 

“Everything's going beauti- 
ful, fitting like a Jigsaw puz- 
zle." Bruno said. According to 
Morton, the training, which 
does include karate, improves 
Bruno's speed and co- 
ordination. One of his heavy 


points. 

*It makes him stronger in his 
mind and far qjpre aggres- 
sive." Morton sajfj. "But I’ve 
reduced the karaff in the last 
few weeks just to gvoid confu- 
sion and keep his mind on the 
jot.." 

Thursday's ^gigh-in re- 
vealed Bruno tj-j nine extra 
pounds. The cfuiwngcr scaled 
238 pounds (lfrNj kilos) com- 
pared with the champion's 229 
(1G3.7 kilos). ^ 

' The question j B| whether it is 
nine pounds of uim power or 
nine pounds more to haul 
around the ring. 

The fight is likely to have 
little interest outside Britain. 
Which has gained notoriety 
over the decades for producing 
losing — some say horizontal 
— heavyweights. 

The prize money is S8 mil- 
lion. with Bruno receiving SI. 5 
.million for what would almost 
certainly be his last fight 
should he lose. 


Australia aims for drug free Olympics 


SYDNEY (R) — Australia 
plans to usher in a new era of 
drug-free sport when Sydney 
hosts the 2000 Olympics. 

But there are still many hur- 
dles to clear; according to 
Steve Haynes, chief executive 
of the Australian Sports Drug 
Agency (ASDA). which is 
seen as a world leader in com- 
batting drug use in sports. 

ASDA’s policy of testing 
athletes for drugs all year 
round should be adopted worl- 
dwide by 2000, Haynes told 
Reuters in an interview Thurs- 
day. 

He said the recent decision 
by the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) and sports 
federations to standardise 
dope testing will lead to the 
adoption of the Australian 
model of testing athletes dur- 
ing training or in competition 
at any time of the year. 

“We (ASDA) believe the 
Sydney Games will be different 
because up until now drug test- 
ing has really only taken place 
at the time of the games,” he 
said. 

“What we will see more and 
more as Sydney 2000 
approaches is year-round &on-i 
tinuous testing programmes on 
a world wide basis- So not only 
are we saying that athletes will 
be dean at the time of the 
Gaines, but that they were 
dean in their preparation, that 
is going to be the major differ- 
ence,” Haynes said. 

He said eliminating drug use 
in sport still had a long way to 
gp in some countries such as 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe furnished villa for rent 
Two floors, beautiful modem furniture, huge recep- 
tion area, two master bedrooms, two single bed- 
rooms, two bathrooms, wall to wan carpets, new fully 
equipped kitchens, separate utility room, maid’s 
room, four terraces, water well, central heating, fire- 
place, alarm system, garage, central antennae, 
phone, garden. Exceptional location in UmJJtheina 


For an appointment call 811164 


V\ 


JOIN 




ENJOY 



TEACHING SERVICES AVAILABLE 
WHILE YOU ARE AT HOME 
WE OFFER 

INTENSIVE COURSES COVERING 

“Colloquial Arabic” 

For more details 
please call: 714555 


CITY HOTEL 

Soon — Soon 
Health Club 

Tel. 652634 


FOR RENT - 


Furnished ground floor deluxe apartment for 
rent Big reception area, one master bed- 
room, two single bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
European furniture, phone, central heating, 
water well, private garage for two cars, inde- 
pendent entrance, garden. 

Exceptional location in Urn Utheina. 


For an appointment call 811164 


SECRETARY WANTED 

Established Jordanian company is 
looking for a first class secretary: 

* Fluent Arabic and English 
(reading, writing & typing). 

* Knowledge of word processing 
required. 

* Full time. 

* Very competitive salary. 

For appointment, call 651 591 
(Fayez Zohdi). 


the United States. There, track 
and field administrators drug 
test athletes, a system that is 
open to compromise. 

While accepting the system 
was not necessarily corrupt, he 
cited eminent U.S. sports doc- 
tor Robert Voy, who said: 
''Having sport run the testing 
programme is like having a fox 
guard the hen house." 

Haynes, a biochemist and 
former English county cricke- 
ter, said the IOC had been 
criticised in the past for testing 
athletes only during the two- 
week Olympic competition and 
not before or after the games. 

Top Olympic official Prince 
Alexandre de Me rode said in 
January about 10 per cent of 
athletes frequently used drugs 
and out-of-competition con- 
trols were insufficient. 

Haynes said it was hard to 
assess the level of drug use in 
sport, but added only five 
athletes tested positive at the 
1992 Barcelona Games, down 
from the 10 who tested positive 
at the Seoul Olympics in 1988. 


He said hanqpni-sing the 
rules and regulations of about 
30 sports was not going to be 
easy, and only some of the 
benefits would be seen before 
the Atlanta Olypmics in 1996. 

ASDA, a government- 
funded agency, is under con- 
tract to cany out random drug 
tests on Australian basketball, 
soccer and rugby players as 
well as the country's track and 
field athletes. 

Haynes said that since the 
agency started up five years 
ago the number of positive 
tests it reported had gone 
down from 70 to last year’s 
five. 

He said ASDA was also 
involved in publicity to comba I 
the use of drugs international - 

ly. 

With the spotlight on Au- 
stralia for the next seven yea rs 
and with many athletes arri v- 
mg to compete in sports ever its 
leading up to the 2000 Garni 
Haynes believes ASDA’s pub- 
licity job mil gradually become 
easier. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, spacious apartment with a view in 
El-Weibdeh, not far from Philadelphia Hotel. 

All interested call 676451 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Suitable for a diplomatic mission. 
Building area: 1000 square metres, 
located on Abdoun main street. 

Call fax: 628330, Amman. 


Furnished or Unfurnished 
Semi- Villa for Rent 
Ground floor consisting of 3 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms, kitchen , L-shaped (salon, 
living room + breakfast room ), extra 
large room (5x5 sq. metres), 2 verandas, 
big garden , big terrace, garage, with 
central heating , and telephone. 

(Suitable as residence for diplomatic 
missions). 

Please contact tel. 610944 


after 4 p.m. 


The SOS Children's Village Association 
of Jordan proudly announces 
the opening of 

SOS Sport Center 
AQABA 

Tennis , Squash , Basketball 

Another SOS profict to support.SOS Children in Jordan 

The courts are designed according to- 
int emotional standards 

Jerusalem Str. next to SOS Children *s Village Aqaba f Tel. 316583 
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Tel: 677420 


' Qcncord Cinema “1” 

/ ■ Faten Hamameft — in . 

. Land of Dreams 

-Show at U90,3E3ft ML lft3 ° P: m ~ 

; ... Concord 

Jim Marsha! — in- 

The Boxer Gladiator 

“Sbowsab 1230, 3:15,6, 8:15 and 10:15 p.m.’ 


rBnuma 


TeL: 699238 


Shari han in: 

The greatest musical film 

1 “Crystal” 

Shows at 1230, 3:00, 5:00, 6:30, 8:30, 1030 


Guana 


TeL; 634144 


HimpwfinA 


Robert Redford 
Demi Moore — In 

INDECENT PROPOSAL 

A special show for children at 11 a.m. 
Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays 

PROBLEM CHILD 2 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


TeL: 675571 


Al 


presents a play entitled: 

Al llm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors; Abeer Issa, Daoud Jaiajel, 
Hassan Al Shaer. Fuad Shomali 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 


Nabfl & 

AHLAN 




8 TbI.: 625155 


The political comedy 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMIT 

Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre doses Saturday and Sunday* 


yvv; 

















io News 

Palestinians seek to disengage from 
Israeli economy and link with Arabs’ 


By P.V. Vivekananftf 
Jordan Times Staff Rep-oner 

AMMAN — Simultaneous 
with building infrastructure iri 
the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, the 
Palestinians will seek to disen- 
gage themselves from tins eco- 
nomy of the occupying power 
and reengage with the econo- 
mies of Jordan and other Arab 
countries, a senior Palestinian 
economic planner says. 

Samir Abdullah, one of the 
Palestinian peace negotiators 
with Israel and a member of 
the team to multilateral talks 
on regional economic coopera- 
tion, admits that it is going to 
be a tough process, given the 
tough binds that Israel has 
imposed on the Palestinian 
economy since seizing the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip in 
the 1967 war. 

However, Dr. Abdullah, an 
associated professor of econo- 
mics at A1 Najah University in 
the West Bank, believes that 
disengagement from Israel 
could be achieved if the 
Palestinians play their cards 
right. 

For one thing. Dr. Abdullah 
told the Jordan Times last 
week, the Palestinians will in- 
sist on their right to indepen- 
dent decisions in the utilisation 
of international assistance ex- 
pected to be pumped into the 
occupied territories to support 
the Palestinian autonomy en- 
visaged under the agreement 
signed between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) on Sept. 13. 

“It does not mean that we 
will be denying opportunities 
to the donor countries or the 
World Bank," said Dr. Abdul- 
lah shortly before his depar- 
ture for Washington to attend 
a donors’ conference held Fri- 
day. "We welcome their super- 
visory role and believe that we 
could greatly benefit from their 
expertise and technology." 

But, be added, “we want to 


have our right to independent 
choice free from pressure from 
any quarters." 

The issue of who will control 
and channel the aid was ex- 
pected to spark a heated de- 
bate. 

Washington is known to 
favour strong World Bank 
monitoring of the appropria- 
tion of the funds under the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) — a 
situation that will suit Israel 
since it will be able to exercise 
influence and secure a large 
portion of the economic ac- 
tion. 

The European Community 
(EC) has said that, in view of 
community member states’ 
close involvement in the Mid- 
dle East and its record of finan- 
cial assistance to the countries 
of the region, it should assume 
a leading role in rebuilding the 
West Bank and Gaza (Britain, 
despite being an EC member, 
is believed to support the 
American position, while 
France is a strong advocate of 
an EC dominance in this con- 
text). 

In their pursuit of economic 
disengagement from Israel, the 
Palestinians will also shun joint 
projects with the Jewish state 
not only in the interim 
infrastructure-building pro- 
cess, but also in the medium 
and long terms. Dr. Abdullah 
said. 

He confirmed that the 
Palestinian leadership was call- 
ing on businessmen and indust- 
rial entrepreneurs in the occu- 
pied territories to stay away 
from involving Israeli firms in 
joint ventures. 

“In any case, joint ventures 
with Israelis are impossible be- 
fore the conclusion of a com- 
prehensive peace agreement," 
Dr. Abdullah said, adding that 
the Palestinians were aware 
“of a growing interest in Israeli 
business circles” to engage in 
the rebuilding of the occupied 
territories. 


The economist said, howev- 
er, that he believed that Israeli 
firms, whose cost of produc- 
tion is definitely higher than 
their counterparts in Jordan, 
Syria and Lebanon, will not be 
able to offer competitive 
prices. 

In the medium and long 
term, “our decisions will be 
based on our strategic econo- 
mic interests and definite trade 
and cooperation agreements, 
and this will apply not only to 
Israel but all other countries in 
the region," he said. 

Dr. Abdullah’s colleague in 
the economic planning and 
negotiating team. Dr. Samir 
Huleilah, said last week that 
the Palestinians “would not 
accept becoming a Trojan 
horse for Israeli economic sup- 
remacy in the Arab World in 
the post-peace era.” 

He also categorically ruled 
out Israeli companies playing a 
role in the ‘^public sector in- 
frastructure investment prog- 
ramme” during the interim 
period. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin has told his cabinet 
that the Palestinians should be 
allowed to take the initiative in 
joint economic projects during 
the interim period to avoid 
charges that the Jewish state is 
seeking to maintain economic 
control of the occupied terri- 
tories. 

“It was agreed... (during a 
cabinet meeting on Sept. 26)... 
that it is desirable that propos- 
als come from (the Palesti- 
nians) rather than us, due to 
their suspicions that we seek to 
dominate them,” Israeli Eco- 
nomics Minister Shimon Sbet- 
reet told Israel Televirion. If 
adhered to, the Israeli stand 
could go a long way in reassur- 
ing the Palestinians. 

Dr. Abdullah did not direct- 
ly comment on the surprising 
Israeli stand, but indicated that 
the Palestinians have to remain 
alert and keep dose focus on 
their priorities and prefer- 


tOCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel's military 
chief pledged Friday to hunt 
down Palestinian guerrillas in 
the occupied territories even 
tlvough arrests of wanted activ- 
ists has already provoked the 
firsst dash between Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) over their 
autOHiomy agreement. 

“We will continue to pursue 
the P alestinians who are direct- 
ly implicated in serious attacks 
against Israelis and. Palesti- 
nians,” Israel’s military chief 
of staff, General Ehud Barak, 
told Israel Radio Friday. 

“These wanted people must 
be put behind bars until the 
situation becomes clear,” Gen. 
Barak had told journalists in 
Tel Aviv on Thursday. 

“It is better for the Palesti- 
nians and it is better for us,” he 
said following Wednesday’s 
arrest of six fighters from the 
Black Panthers, the armed 
wing of Fateh, the main PLO 
group. 

One of those caught was 
Black Panther leader Ahmad 
Awad Kamil, sought for the 
past three years for a series of 
killings of Israelis and Palesti- 
nians. 

His arrest provoked a wave 
of anger among Palestinian 
leaders and a shut-down strike 
on the West Bank on Thurs- 
day. 

Fateh movement called a 
commercial strike in the West 


Bank on Thursday to protest 
against the arrests. 

Ahmad Irshad, a Fateh lead- 
er in the West Bank, told 
Reuters: “People were asto- 
nished by the Israeli army b^' 
haviour, especially since Fateh 
had already announced a ceas- 
efire.” 

He said the Black Panthers 
declared a ceasefire with the 
army after PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat renounced vio- 
lence and urged his supporters 
to stop attacks on Israelis as 
part of the peace deal. 

Gen. Barak said the arrested 
members of the Black Panthers 
were responsible for killing not 
only Israelis but many Palesti- 
nians suspected as informers 
for Israel. 

He said their capture was 
“good for Palestinian society 
and good for our (Israeli) soci- 
ety." 

Palestinian leaders Sari Nus- 
seibeh and Ziyad Abu Zayad 
said the arrest of the Blade 
Panthers was “a provocation" 
and harmed peace efforts be- 
tween the PLO and Israel. 

Bassam Abu Sharif, political 
adviser to Mr. Arafat, told 
Friday's A1 Quds newspaper in 
East Jerusalem that the hunt 
was “a flagrant violation of the 
agreement by the Israeli 
army.” 

According to Israeli Radio, 
19 armed Palestinian militants 
in the Jenin area, where the' 
Black Panthers were caught, 
are on the wanted list. 


The daily published Mr. 
Kamil’s final interview three 
days before his- capture. 

“Our group has dedded to 
halt military operations m line 
€sitb instructions from the 
Palestinian leadership,” hie 
said. 

“The Fateh Hawks on the 
Gaza Strip has received the 
same instructions. We are the 
PLO soldiers in the territories 
and have to obey orders.” 

“We hoped that after Israel 
and the PLO recognised each 
other that out problem would 
be automatically solved. What 
use is a political solution if the 
problem of the wanted men 
and prisoners is not solved?” 
he asked. 

The Israelis have admitted 
that Fateh has called off armed 
attacks on Israeli targets since 
the accord was signed on Sept. 
13. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin has even given the PLO 
“a good conduct” award and 
Environment Minister Yossi 
Sarid has noted that the PLO 
had not carried out any “ter- 
rorist” action. Muslim fun- 
damentalists were behind the 
latest shooting and killings. 

But Foreign Minister Yossi 
Beilin said Israel had given no 
undertaking in the accord to 
call off the hunt of wanted 
Palestinians. The declaration 
of principles and letters of rec- 
ognition made no mention of 
the fate of wanted Palestinians 
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ences. 

He pointed out that the cost 
of living was very high in Israel 
and the occupied territories 
when compared to their im- 
mediate neighbours and the 
Palestinians were “paying a 
high price” for the imposed 
linkage of their economy with 
that of the Jewish state. 

Once the Palestinians are 
able to set up their own pro- 
jects and impose “measures to 
protest” their economic sec- 
tors, the cost pf living will 
come down, he said. 

The professor estimated the 
per capita income of the 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories at $ 1,200 compared 
with $10,000 of the Israelis. 

Such a disparity is cited by 
regional and international eco- 
nomic experts as one of the key 
dissuading factors that would 
influence any move towards 
post-peace Palestinian-Israeli 
economic integration beyond 
the Israeli concept of the occu- 
pied territories as a major mar- 
ket for Israeli products and a 
conduit to the Arab markets. 

“Our priority is to reduce 
our dependence on the Israeli 
economy and to reengage 
ourselves with the Arab 
World,” said Dr. Abdullah, 
noting that economic logic, if 
nothing else, prompts the 
Palestinians to turn to the 
Arabs rather than the Israelis. 

“It is going to be tough,” be 
said. “But we do not find any 
reason why Israel should not 
agree to our position.” 

In any case, if the idea of the 
peace process to let the Palesti- 
nians assume control of their 
lives and affairs, then it is only 
natural that Israel should let go 
of its stranglehold on the 
Palestinian economy, he said, 
implying that international 
pressure was one of the 
weapons that the Palestinians 
would use to achieve their 
objective. 


and prisoners. 

Friday's Haaretz newspaper 
quoted as Israeli minister,, who 
refused to be named, saying: 
“There is an unwritten agree- 
ment for the army to stop 
hunting political militants in 
Fateh and we will have to start 
negotiations to settle the prob- 
lem of those who took part in 
the armed struggle.” 

Jews questioned 

Israeli police have ques- 
tioned three Jews on suspicion 
of inciting civil rebellion 
against the Palestinian auton- 
omy agreement, a spokesman 
said. 

Polk* ministry spokesman 
Rafi Levy confirmed the inves- 
tigation of Yehuda Etzion. 
Rabbi Oded Kitov and Rabbi 
Mordechai Karpel on suspicion 
they authored a leaflet calling 
for rebellion. 

Mr. Etzion, jailed in the past 
for membership of a Jewish 
undergound group that killed 
and maimed Arabs, said in a 
radio interview Wednesday be 
stood behind the call to rebel. 

“I am 'perhaps incriminating 
myself according to the laws by 
which die present regime pro- 
tects itself... 

“But oar whole claim is that 
the current regime, its values 
and laws, cannot be a barrier 
anymore to a new force that 
wants to conquer the hearts of 
the people.” 



Thursday (AFP photo) 


Lockerbie resolution ahead, 
but pressure eased on Libya 


Israel, PLOclash over hunt for Palestinian activists 


Combined agency dispatches 

UNITED NATIONS — Bri- 
tain, France, and the United 
States tabled a draft resolution 
Friday calling for tighter sanc- 
tions against Libya because of 
its failure to hand over the two 
Lockerbie bombing suspects. 

Diplomats delivered the text 
of the draft resolution to the 
U.N. secretary general’s office 
shortly before 11 a.m. (1500 
GMT) Friday. 

But they said they were not 
pressing for an immediate 
Security Council vote on the 
resolution, which would freeze 
Libyan assets abroad and halt 
delivery of some oil industry 
equipment to Tripoli. 

“We have tabled the resolu- 
tion today. That is pressure,” 
British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd told journalists. 

Britain, France and the Un- 
ited States had set Friday as 
the deadline for a handover of 
two Libyans suspected of 
bombing a Pan Am airliner 
over Lockerbie, Scotland, in 
December 1988, killing 270 
people. 

Libya took a step closer to 
compliance Wednesday when 
it said it would allow the two to 
stand trial in Scotland* 

The same day, Libyan Fore- 
ign Minister Omar A1 Muntas- 
ser said after meeting with 
U.N. Secretary General Bout- 
ros Ghali that it would be 


impossible to hand the two 
over by Friday, but that he 
hoped a timetable for the 
handover would be finalised 
Thursday. , 

Bnt a scheduled further 
meeting between the two men 
on Thursday failed to material- 
ise, apparently because the Li- 
byans here were waiting for 
instructions from Tripoli that 
'never came, a U.N. spokes- 
man said. 

It was not clear if a meeting 
would take place Friday. 

The three countries were not 
pushing for immediate cfiscus- 
aoa or adoption of the resolu- 
tion for new sanctions in the 
hope of receiving some further 
response from Libya, diplo- 
mats here said. 

“We’re not pressing for its 
adoption but we’re putting it 
there for discussion,” said 
France's ambassador, Jean- 
Bernard Merimee. 

Asked when France would 
start pressing for the resolu- 
tion's adoption, Mr. Merimee 
told reporter s , “we haven’t set 
a time limit.” . 

Mr. Merimee explained the 
delay by citing “good will” and 
“encouraging .words” .from 
Libya. 

' The Security Council im- 
posed an air and arms embargo 
and diplomatic sanctions on 
Libya in 1992 to pressure it to 
turn over the suspects. . 

No outright ban on oil im- 


Pakistani soldier dies in Somalia 


Combined agency dispatches 

MOGADISHU — A Pakistani 
U.N. soldier has died of 
wounds he sustained in an 
attack by Somali militiamen, 
bringing the death toll among 
U.N., troops in Mogadishu to 
65, a U.N. military spokesman 
said Friday. 

The soldier. Major Tank 
Sberif, died in a Nairobi hos- 
pital on Thursday, three days 
after the armoured personnel 
carrier he was standing by the 
gun point inside was ambushed 
by the gunmen. 

A1 least 35 Pakistani soldiers 
have been killed in the Somali 
capital, 33 of those in fighting. 
The killing of 23 Pakistanis on 
June 5 was blamed on Somali 
warlord Mohammad Farah 
Aideed, now declared a 
wanted man by the United 
Nations. 

Another Pakistani soldier 
was wounded in the same 
attack as Maj. Sberif. 

The special U.N. repre- 
sentative in Somalia American 


retired Admiral Jonathan 
Howe, was Friday in the pro- 
cess of moving from a prefabri- 
cated residence at the U.N. 
headquarters in the former 
U.S. embassy to a more solid 
new home. 

A Norwegian soldier was 
slightly injured when a rocket 
struck dose to Adm. Howe's 
former ^quarters early this 
week. 

Overnight Thursday, four 
rockets were fired at Moga- 
dishu airport dose to the city 
centre, but no injuries were 
reported. 

In other developments: 

— The bead of the European 
charity Medians Sans Fron- 
tiers (MSF — Doctors Without 
Borders) has accused the Un- 
ited Nations and the United 
States of committing a “huma- 
nitarian crime” in Somalia. 

MSF President Rony Brau- 
man charged that the interna- 
tional body and the U.S. 
armed forces had turned 
Somalia into a testbed for the 
“creation of a permanent milit- 


ary intervention force.” 

— U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali has warned in a 
jetter to the United States that 
its withdrawal from Somalia 
would undermine the U.N. 
mission and rekindle the rivfl 
war with all its horrors. 

In a recent letter to U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, the U.N. chief 
said there was “no practical 
alternative” to the current 
U.N. mission in Somalia, 
adding that without U.S. sup- 
port “our efforts will not suc- 
ceed.” 

A U.S. withdrawal would 
“oblige the U.N. Security 
Council either to withdraw 
UNOSOM or surrender con- 
trol of south Mogadishu to 
Aideed,” Dr. Ghali said. 

Such a situation “would con- 
demn the people of Somalia to 
the resumption of civil war and 
all the horrors that would re^ 
suit,” the U.N. chief said in his 
letter. 


The ‘Larnaca three 9 — saga of some who fought for a cause 


From Michael Jansen 
in Nicosia 

Cyprus has released and 
deported one of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation's 
(PLO) most colourful com- 
mandos. Ian Michael Davi- 
son. a British carpenter from 
South Shields, who along 
with two Palestinians killed 
three Israelis on a yacht 
moored in the Larnaca mari- 
na on Sept. 25. 1985. 

The two Palestinians, 
Mahmoud Touqan. a native 
of Nablus raised in Amman, 
and Elias Nassif. from 
Beirut, were also pardoned 
but they remained in the cen- 
tral prison in Nicosia Thurs- 
day until arrangements could 
be made for their deporta- 
tion. 

The trio served eight of a 
20 -year-life sentence and 
were freed on the occasion of 
the 33rd anniversary of Cyp- 
rus’ independence. As it is 
Cypriot practice to release 
“lifers" after they have com- 
pleted about half their sent-' 
ences and to give them time 
off for good behaviour, the 
men were scheduled for re- 
lease this year in any case. 


but Mr. Davison believes it 
came earlier because of the 
PLO- Israel accord signed at 
the White House on Sept. 13. 

The “Larnaca three” were 
members of the PLO’s inter- 
nal security unit — Force 17. 
They killed Israelis Ruben 
Palzur. his wife Esther, and 
Avraham Avnery, in a bung- 
led attempt to take hostages 
to exchange for 20 Palesti- 
nians seized between April 
and August 1985 by the 
Israeli navy off a cargo ship 
and two yachts sailing from 
Larnaca to South Lebanese 
ports. The kidnapped Palesti- 
nians were said to be mem- 
bers of Force 17 en route to 
the camps around Tyre and 
Sidon to take action against 
anti-Arafat rebels there and 
not to stage infiltration raids 
into Israel. 

Mr. Davison and his com- 
panions always maintained 
that the Israelis were agents 
of Israel’s external security 
arm, Mossad, who were 
monitoring ship and yacht ' 
movements from the Larnaca 
port and marina, a claim 
Israel has vigorously denied. 
Israel retaliated for the mur- 
ders with an air raid against 


PLO headquarters in Tunis, 
killing 60 Palestinians and 25 
Tunisians. 

Mr. Davison, now 35, 
joined the PLO in 1983. He 
was deeply angered by 
Israel’s 1982 invasion of 
Lebanon, and particularly by 
the massacre of Palestinian 
civilians in the camps of Sab- 
ra and Shatila in September 
of that year. He plunged into 
the fight for survival waged 
by the PLO, and tty its Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat, personal- 
ly, against Syrian-sponsored 
Palestinian dissidents who 
forced PLO fighters to with- 
draw from northern Lebanon 
at the end of 1983. 

Unable to fire a gun or to 
understand orders given in 
Arabic. Mr. Davison sur- 
vived the battles round Tri- 
poli and was evacuated with 
other fighters to Yemen 
where he remained until he 
was recruited into Force 17 
and assigned the task of 
guarding Mr. Arafat, pair 
and blond, Mr. Davison was 
photographed with “the Old 
Man” during his travels 
round the Arab World so the 
Briton, who had assumed the 
name “George Hanna.” was 


quickly recognised soon after 
surrendering to the Cypriot 
police. 

During his eight years in 
prison, Mr. Davison per- 
fected his Arabic and learnt 
German. Although a school 
dropout who apprenticed 
himself to a South Shields 
carpenter to become a skilled 
cabinet maker, Mr. Davison 
read literature and history 
voraciously, and was a mem- 
ber of the British Council 
library. 

He signed up to take the 
O-tevels he failed to pass 
before leaving school and 
wrote about 100 pages in a 
book about the “battle of 
Tripoli” -and service with the 
PLO, but found that noisy, 
disruptive daily life in prison 
defeated his attempts to con- 
centrate on intellectual work. 
Now that he is a free man he 


meat. “I plan to take a few 
months off, roam around and 
see the world a bit, to get this 
place (prison) out of my sys- 
tem,” he said. 

He was delighted with the 
PLO-Israel accord and 
watched the White House 
signing ceremony on televi- 
sion. “I never thought. I 
would see the day that Arafat 
and Rabin would shake 
hands.” He was convinced 
that the Palestinian state was 
on its way and did not regret 
giving “ten years of my life” 
to the Palestinian cause. 

Mahmoud or Usama Tou- 
qan, who arrived in Cyprus 
on a Jordanian passport in 
the name of Abdul Hakim 
Saado Al Khalifa, was bom 
in Nablus in 1961. His family 
moved to Amman before 
1967 where bis father became 
a shopkeeper. Mahmoud 
joined the resistance after 
leaving school at 18-affiT 


wants to “do good” some- 

Jrtwre in the worid. perhaps S, ^ 

by joining a voluntary agency at ■ ,55 

cousin of a PLO official. 


Thursday morning, only 
hours away from his flight to 
freedom, Mr. Davison was 
foil of energy and excite- 


Samir Touqan, who was 
assassinated by Israeli agents 
in Nicosia on Dec. 15, 1979. 
"Elias Nassif," the leader 


of the trio who travelled on a 
Syrian passport issued in the 
name of Knaled Abdul Kadir 
Al Khatib, claims to be a 
Greek Catholic, bom on 
Christinas day 1963 in the 
Mar Elias camp in Beirut. He 
told this correspondent that 
his parents fled the village of 
Deir Hanna near Bethlehem 
in 1948, going first to Jordan 
and then to Lebanon. His 
father, he said, joined Fateh 
and was killed in 1968. Nassif 
said he attended the Palesti- 
nian orphanage school at 
Souk Al Gharb in Lebanon 
before joining the PLO, serv- 
ing m the ^bodyguard of Ali 
Hassan-Salameh, the founder 
of Force 17. Although ele- 
ments of his story are clearly 
true, the name he claims to 
be his own is certainly as false 
as was his Syrian passport. 

Me. Davison and the two 
.^-Palestinians had hoped that 
their release would mean real 
_ freedom, particularly free- 
dom from Israel’s policy of 
taking revenge for Palesti- 
nian attacks on Israelis. 
However, the arrest in the 
West Bank of Fateh Black 
Panthers activists on the day 


before tbeir release have 
alerted them to watch their 
blacks., 

• 

Although a general strike 
was observed in the West 
Bank in protest against the 
arrest of the Panthers and 
leading Jerusalemites called 
the Israeli action a “viola- 
tion” of the PLO-Israel 
accord, the Israeli chief of 
staff. General Ehud Barak, 
said his forces would con- 
tinue operations against 
wanted Palestinians until a 
political decision was taken 
by the government to cease - 
these operations. Presum- 
ably, Mossad could also con- 
tinue to target men like Mr. 
Davison, now free some- 
where in England. 

It is ironic that IsraeiTfore- 
ign minister Shimon Peres 
characterised the release' of 
these men as “very regrett- 
able” at precisely the same 
time as officers of his internal 
security force. Shin Bet, were 
holding discussions with rep- 
resentatives of Force 17 on 
how to guarantee peace and 
security in the occupied terri- 
tories once Israel withdraws. 



ports from Libya was planned, 
because of objections from 
Europeans who buy much of 
Libya’s 1.5 million barrels a 
day in exports. In addition, the 
freeze on Libya's assets abroad 
does not apply to the proceeds 
from future oil sales. 

The new sanctions would be 
unlikely to have much affect on 
Libya's $9 billion a year in 
revenue from petroleum ex- 
ports. 

Alleged intelligence agents 
Abdul Basset Ali Megrahi and 
Lamen Khalifa Fhimah are 
charged in Britain and the Un- 
ited States with carrying out 
the bombing. 

U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher said Thursday 
that whatever the Libyans teU 
the secretary-general, “we 
ought to go ahead and table 
the resolution to sort of keep 
the pressure on.” 

He expressed scepticism that 
the Libyans would cooperate, 
telling reporters in New York, 
“we've been .disappointed in 
this arena before, and we 
would want to look at the fine 
print.” 

Iran said Western -pressure 
on Libya would not end even if 
it handed the suspects over. 
State-rqp Tehran Radio said 
Western countries were keep- 
ing the crisis alive in order to 
fence Tripoli to change its re- 
gional and international pofr- 


Bank robber > 
surrenders in U.S. ' v 
hostage incident 

NEW YORK (AP) — One 
member of a robbery team tha£ 
held three people hostage iiur'.r ^ j - 
Brooklyn Bank surrendered ; 
afternoon after a nine-hour , ~ 

standoff with police. At least a 
one other robber remained- in 
the bank with two of the three 
hostages, but police were op & * * 

mistic that the episode was ' 
nearing a peaceful end, said :- v ' .. 
officer Scott Bloch, a police 
spokesman. Police originally ' 
reported that as many as four ; 
robbers stormed the bank- at J ‘ . . 

8:30 a.m. (1230 GMT) and ^ - 
took three bank employees V-r - 
hostage before a small army of .. ... 
police arrived on the scene. \ • 

After the surrender, the num- ' 
ber of robbers was in .doubt. ; ; 

After bouts of telephone nego$‘ ; . . • ' 1 
tiations. a suspect, identified : 
only as a black male in his late . 

30s, emeiged from the bank '* 

unarmed at 5:15 p.m. (2115 

GMT) and immediately was 

arrested, Mr. Bloch said. Otte ' ' 

of the hostages apparently was 

released about the same time-, ■ v . . 

he said. The standoff began - .. 

after gunmen accosted a sector- - “ 

ity guard at the Chase Manbat- ' 

tan branch, taking him into an 

area of the bank that triggered „ 

an alarm, police said. They - /. 

then .took two female eth- ;• 

ployees hostage. The area soon 

was swarming with police, irf- . c «p»a>i 

eluding sharpshooters perched 

on rooftops. Officers also cor-,*, j- ft SC 

doned off a dozen blocks 

around the bank, and ordered . : 

businesses in the normally 1 . . - 

bustling commensal district -to- ; ; ..1 

dose. . J'.-. 

Rutskoi is still 
vice president in ?... 
mom’s eyes 

KURSK, Russia (AP) — A iff 2 -- • 
Alexander Rutskoi didn’t have . 
enough problems. Now &is.,T , • 
mother doesn’t back his claim ~ ' *. ... 
to Russia's presidency. . 

from die standoff in Moscow, “ ; t . . 

Zina Rutskoi rays her Alexap- . . 

der is a better person than Ins * ‘ ' 
arch rival, the “shameless” 

Boris Yeltsin. But she’s realis- 
tic about her son’s official ste- feursef 

tus. Is he president? “Neeeyet, 
hyet” she screeches. “He can 
be president only if (Boris)... ... 

Yeltsin sings a decree letting 
him. How can he command 
anything?” she told The, : 

Associated Press in an inte£V ' " 
view at her tiny apartment in ' 

Kuisk, the family’s hometown “ 

330 miles (540 kilometres) - . 
south of Moscow. Lawmakers "7 . 
named Mr. Rutskoi acting " 
president last week after Yelt? 
sin dissolved parliament. In die ■- 
opinion of mother Rutskoj,- . • 

Yeltsin is being “unjust and' r. 
dishonest.” "How many times:: 
has he mocked my son? Ifs 
terrible. And not only my son! : 
but a lot of people. If be; •• 
doesn't like them, he just-: 
dears them away.” She wor- 
lies about her “Sasha," who ',;.- 
leads a band of hardliners isof^-T 
lated in the. parliament build-.-..... ' 

ing. He hasn't called. “Where ^ V* ‘ 
would he call from? Even^.v ' 
thing has been cut off there 
1 the parliament). Poor thing, - _ 
he’s going through so much. -'; 

And I'm still going through so- - . . 
much,” said Zina, a 65 -year- 
old widow. Alexander is the 
oldest of three sons. “Hei. 
would give the shirt off . 

back,” she said. “Imagine that to,, 
if somebody came asking for '‘"'S.’Se! 
bread and bad nothing to esR-, 
he would give him his bread. 

All my sons are that way.'*- ' ■ * - . . 

Nice guy finishes 
first at Country 
Music Awards 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP)*f- ; ^v : • 

An ex-pop singer and atfd\ '•'■ 
golfer who specialises hrdqfi-' ; ’ 
cate love ballads sung in an’-'..'.’,**' ^ 
angelic tenor is on- top of - A 

country music world. Vinei' : - .. 

Gill was named the Country/* . •- 

Music Association's Entertain- >, . '. 

er of the Year. He’s a changpV..^- ‘ • . _ ‘ 

of page from the bombasfitV.- 
(Garth Brooks; Hank Williams - x •- • „ " 

Jr.) and traditionalist (George^ 

Strait) winners of the past six\ ; ‘ - - 

years. He joins such past wfit ;■ " ■ 
nets as Johnny Cash, GlenV^V. 7 
Campbell and John Denver V' - - ~. 
who also started out in pop>‘ : -:^ ‘ 
music. Gill is the former lead 1 ' -;-'/ ' : •- 
singer of Pure Prairie Ixague: .. : ' 

He once turned down an offer, 
to tour with Dire Straits .»<k , 
concentrate. 'on- his 'country^ jgu 
music career. Gill, 36, said *» Asi a . 

was stunned by the Entertainer » “ r 

Award , because he hasoH";. 

S ' imed the current trend, led, by: v 
rooks, toward elaborate?'*.:' * ■ 
effects-laden stage produc* 1 '.; - 
dons. *T don't have the bfe y V* '' 
stage show. I don’t run arouiw ' \ •' . 

and do a lot of; those tiring?^' ■?.*.' ' ■ 

I’ve got a killer band and it’s',,'. 

just great singmg and playing.” V. J 

Gill said backstage at the show 

broadcast live on CBS-TV . - : 13 

from the Grand Ole- Opiy’H.''? ,,'"*■■■ 

House. 




